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INTRODUCTION

When disciples asked Jesus to teach them how to pray He answered: “When you pray, say: ‘Our Father…’” He Himself is an example for us; in this way He was praying in Gethsemane: “My Father,…Your will be done…” (Mt 26:42), when being nailed to the cross: “Father, forgive them…” (Lk 23:34), and at the hour of death when there was darkness over all the earth and the veil of the temple was torn in two He cried out with a loud voice: “Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit.” (Lk 23:46). The word Abba – Father – when translated, its meaning is rather an intimate and tender “daddy”. 

Through baptism we became children of God. The Scripture says: “And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying: ‘ABBA! Father!’” (Gal 4:6) It is being told about St. Francis that when he went to pray in the evening he began the Lord’s prayer with the word: “Father – Abba…”, and when the sun was rising he was still repeating this single word: “Father…” In this word, in this commitment to God man is not praying by mouth only but in the first place by his heart, or rather the Holy Spirit is praying in us “with groanings which cannot be uttered” (Rom 8:26). Dying Jesus “was loudly crying”… and the Holy Spirit in us “is groaning” and calling “Aaaa…ba-ba-ba… Father!” The only key to many of the mysteries is a pure love (agape). This love “has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us” (Rom 5:5). From this point of view we can truly perceive the depth of the First God’s Commandment: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.” (Mt 22:37) “I am the Lord your God… you shall have no other gods…” (Ex 20:2n) Nowadays when the world has defiled God’s people with the spirit of idolatry, it is necessary to repent, return back to this pure love to God and build one’s whole life on this firm foundation of a personal relation to Him. In Jesus Christ we may call God truly: “Father - Abba”. 

This book consists of four topics which are actual particularly for the present times, leading people to repentance and to perceiving of their Christian identity. 
We need to pray for each other that we may not fear, because our Good Shepherd is Jesus Himself, He gave His life for us, His sheep. So many times He repeats to us: “Do not fear! Do not be afraid!” If we abide in faithfulness to Jesus we have nothing to be afraid of, neither suffering, nor persecution, nor any scorn, nor even death shall hurt us. The truth here is: “All things work together for good to those who love God (Jesus).” (Rom 8:28) 

The book has one aim: to watch with Jesus one hour (daily) (cf. Mt 26:40). This watching is in the name “Jehoshua” – Jesus and “Abba” – Father!

CCC (Catechism of the Catholic Church) 2777: “Our awareness of our status as slaves would make us sink into the ground and our earthly condition would dissolve into dust, if the authority of our Father Himself and the Spirit of His Son had not impelled us to this cry… ‘Abba, Father!’ (Rom 8:15)… When would a mortal dare call God ‘Father’, if man’s innermost being were not animated by power from on high?”

CCC 2783: “O man, you did not dare to raise your face to heaven, you lowered your eyes to the earth, and suddenly you have received the grace of Christ: all your sins have been forgiven. From being a wicked servant you have become a good son… Then raise your eyes to the Father who… has redeemed you through His Son, and say: ‘Our Father…’”

CCC 2779: “The expression God the Father had never been revealed to anyone. When Moses himself asked God who He was, he heard another name. The Father’s name has been revealed to us in the Son.” 

I. WORD

ONE HOUR WITH JESUS 
(CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER)

“Could you not watch with Me one hour (daily)? Watch and pray.” (Mt 26:40) Jesus is calling, calling with all His heart! And still, noone has lifted up his voice so often and so many times in vain as Jesus Christ. No call has been so little understood – and this has been even by those who knew Jesus as their Saviour and Lord. 

Here we come across the greatest contradiction, namely that people though calling Jesus their Lord do not follow Him. How is one to understand this? The way on which one can follow Jesus may be opened only by one key, by a key of pure love. There is no other key. Therefore the Lord also says that by following the first commandment: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart”, one is given the key to all righteous deeds. 

Here we would like to point shortly at a conversion, at a living relation to our Lord. To point at Him who paid so dearly for you, to the last drop of His blood, so that you could be delivered from eternal death and given a share in the life of God. We would like to point at the way how to follow our Lord as well as how to persevere in following Him. This is not possible without love which can be best realized in a contemplative prayer. At least one hour (daily) with Jesus (cf. Mt 26:40). 
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I. ORIENTAL MEDITATION AND CHRISTIAN PRAYER

In 1989, Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, as the Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, issued “A Letter to Bishops of the Catholic Church on Christian Prayer”. The letter is a response to “the spread of oriental meditation (note: yoga, zen…) in the Christian world, which brought about a danger of interrelating Christian prayer with a non-Christian meditation” (art.12).

Basically, it gives a response to what Christian prayer is and what it is not. What is it not? “It is not based on any kind of technique as such. It would be contradictory to the spirit of a child required by the Gospel. A deep communion with God has nothing to do with techniques.” (art.22)

This essential truth can be confirmed by a personal experience of Fr. J. Verlinde who opened himself wholly for Hinduism and lived in Himalaya ashrams the access to which was allowed to hardly any European. Later on, he experienced a deep conversion and devoted himself particularly deeply to a Christian contemplative prayer. He says: “Christian prayer is a place where the love of God meets His small creature. Prayer is a kind of dialogue, a communion with God … you see, I cannot speak of some techniques of prayer, for to speak of a technique in relation with love is a complete non-sense… In other words, there are no techniques of prayer. Yet, we can say that there are certain methods. God in the Orient is not a person, rather a mere impersonal vibration… Here we find ourselves in a completely different dimension and therefore there can be no interconnection between a Christian and an oriental meditation. The Orient knows various techniques because its aim is not a relation of love to God but a control over mental abilities and powers leading a person to dissolve in a fusion with the so-called cosmic energies… Such state cannot give rise to a relationship between man and God. Equally, it can never help people build up true relationships one with another… Since I was practising the oriental techniques for years I can tell you that there is no possibility of their interrelation with the Christian prayer. No yoga can be a preparation for Christian prayer…”

What indeed is a Christian prayer is summed up in the following principles by Card. J. Ratzinger: 

1/ Christian prayer is determined by the structure of Christian doctrine which reflects the truth about God and about creature. 

2/ Therefore it is an intimate and personal dialogue between man and God. 

3/ It thus expresses a communion of a redeemed creature with the intimate life of the Holy Trinity.

4/ This life of the Church leads to a conversion, diverting from “I” towards “You” – towards God. 

5/ Christian prayer is thus always both truly personal and at the same time it is a prayer of communion. (art.2)

We can complete these principles with some of the articles from the Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC):

2711: Interior (contemplative) prayer (abbrev. CP): When entering it, we are to “…awaken our faith in order to enter into the presence of Him who awaits us. We let our masks fall and turn our hearts back to the Lord who loves us, so as to hand ourselves over to Him as an offering to be purified and transformed.” 

2712: “CP is the prayer of the child of God, of the forgiven sinner who agrees to welcome the love by which he is loved… CP is the poor and humble surrender to the loving will of the Father in ever deeper union with His beloved Son.” 

2714: In a contemplative prayer “…the Father strengthens our inner being with power through His Spirit ‘that Christ may dwell in (our) hearts through faith’ and we may be ‘grounded in love’.” (cf. Eph 3:16-17)

2715: “Contemplation is a gaze of faith, fixed on Jesus. ‘I look at Him and He looks at me’ … This focus on Jesus is a renunciation of self. His gaze purifies our heart; the light of the countenance of Jesus illumines the eyes of our heart and teaches us to see everything in the light of His truth and His compassion for all men. CP also turns its gaze on the mysteries of the life of Christ. Thus it learns the ‘interior knowledge of our Lord’, the more to love Him and follow Him.” 
2717: “… In this silence, unbearable to the ‘outer’ man, the Father speaks to us His incarnate Word, who suffered, died, and rose; in this silence the Spirit of adoption enables us to share in the prayer of Jesus.”

2719: “CP is a communion of love bearing Life for the multitude, to the extent that it consents to abide in the night of faith. The Paschal night of the Resurrection passes through the night of the agony and the tomb – the three intense moments of the Hour of Jesus which His Spirit /and not ‘the flesh (which) is weak’/ brings to life in (contemplative) prayer. We must be willing to ‘keep watch with Him one hour’.” (Mt 26:40-41)

II. JESUS, SAVIOUR AND LORD

What it means to be a Christian was expressed by Paul the Apostle in these words: “He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.” (Col 1:13-14) So, to be a Christian does not mean to be baptized and confirmed in the first place; however, it means to transform one’s life, it is a deliverance from the power of darkness and an entrance into a new life with a loving Lord.

This can be illustrated by the following story of a town missionary from Berlin: In my parish I had a man who was in the bondage of alcoholism. Such bonds are really dreadful. One day I came to hear that this man got terribly drunk again, broke all furniture in the house and beat his wife. So I went there. It was afternoon, five o’clock. The man was sitting in the kitchen and drinking coffee. His five-year-old little son was sitting beside him. I greeted him in a friendly way and asked: “Have you come off badly again?” The man just grated his teeth and jumped up from the chair. Without a word he went to the next-door lumber-room and came back with a clothes-line. Then – without a single word – he started tying his little boy to the chair. I said to myself: “What does that mean? Is he still drunk?” But I left him. The man fastened the boy and made a knot. Then he shouted at the boy: “Stand up!” The boy began to cry and moan: “I can’t!” Here the alcoholic turned to me with an expression of a complete despair and said: “Now you can see what’s the matter with me: I can’t help doing it! I can’t!” Fearful: “I can’t!” Immediately after, I put my hand into the pocket, took out a knife and cut – paying no regard to the harm – cut a completely new clothes-line. Then I calmly said to the boy: “Stand up!” The boy stood up and I turned to the man with the words: “Well, here you are!” He replied: “Yes, when you cut the rope!” And I said to him: “Listen, there is Someone who cuts the bonds that hold us: Jesus!” 

More or less, this example touches each one of us. We can never be delivered from the bondage of sin without Jesus! Nevertheless, there is a glorious reality: we have been redeemed by Him from the power of darkness! 

In the Bible we can find a sentence which speaks of something remarkable: “The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and death.” (Rom 8:2) There are certain laws of nature. If I hold a handkerchief in my hand and I release my hold, according to the law of gravitation the handkerchief falls down. This cannot be changed. But if I catch this handkerchief with my hand, it will not fall on the ground. That means: Through an intervention of some other, greater force the effect of the gravitation law is ceased. We are by nature subject to the law of sin and death. We are all falling down, all sliding into eternal perdition. We know it. And now all depends on whether there is some greater force to intervene and prevent our fall. Only then we will stop falling. God has given us this greater power in Jesus – He redeemed us, He delivered us. Can you understand? Jesus deprived satan of the last power! And in the power of the Holy Spirit given to us by Jesus we may live a new redeemed life!

You have been given the name Jesus (- a code) that opens the approach to all which is in heaven. It also has power to open and deliver all that is closed or bound here on earth. “Truly, truly, I say to you, whatever you ask the Father in My name He will give you. Until now you have asked nothing in My name. Ask, and you will receive…” (Jn 16:23-24)

You may hide in the name of Jesus Christ in any spiritual fight, for in Him is a guarantee of victory. We may and must call on this name with faith in all situations of our life. 

The greatest spiritual authority: Nowadays one can see various magic and pagan practices spreading through, people are being drawn into sects and given code-names and mantras through which they open themselves for various so-called foreign energies, that is, in fact, for demons. The more’s then the need for us right in these times to be initiated into the power of God, into the power of the name JESUS (Aramaic: JEHOSHUA). 

How to begin? We are replied by Christ in His very first call in the Gospel: “Be converted, and believe in the Gospel!” (Mk 1:15) How to be converted? What from and what to? What to do in particular and how to believe in the Gospel? The very first good news of the Gospel is that God loves me, that He gave for me His only Son who - for the same love - died for me so that I “should not perish but have everlasting life” (cf. Jn 3:16). The way how I am to be converted is that the first place in my life I will give to Jesus, and only then all the rest can follow. 

Imagine a large room. In the front on a platform there is a big throne, a symbol of power and rule. This is a picture of your soul. Your “self” is proudly sitting on the throne and is surrounded by a lot of counsellors. These represent various half-truths, various habits, fears, images, dependences, your “goods”… Jesus is standing at the door as a servant to whom you send your commands or wilful wishes. Often He must listen to discontented grumbles and even to bitter swears. This is a picture of a lukewarm Christian. Conversion, or spiritual revolution, means that your “self” comes down from the throne to the door and Jesus receives the place on the throne. It is a painful step but vital. You must give your life under the rule of Jesus. He must become your Lord. So far as your ego rules you are being deceived, manipulated by false truths, false good. Actually, your lord is the sin and you are its slave. What is the end of it and what is the reward? “For the wages of sin is death.” (Rom 6:23) This is not referring to some particular sin, this is referring to a lifestyle, when the rule is not given to God but rather to our ego which is manipulated by sin. 

Before His Ascension, Jesus says, or rather commands His apostles: “Go therefore and make disciples of all people in the world.” (Mt 28:19) He does not say: “Make people attend churches, pray, read the Bible, learn chanting, or observe liturgical forms. Nothing like this. Jesus speaks clearly: Make disciples! However, in order to do so, we must first become Christ’s disciples ourselves. Who can or cannot be a disciple of Christ? Christ Himself gives us a reply, which is and will always be true: “Whoever of you does not forsake all that he has cannot be My disciple.” (Lk 14:33) The condition is not to offer great sacrifices, give great gifts, the condition is to give everything. Jesus wants everything. This truth is well illustrated in the parable of a fine pearl. When the merchant found this pearl, he sold all that he had and bought it. Let us actualize this example as follows: A wealthy citizen stands face to face with a salesman with a fine pearl:

“How much is that pearl? It’s really beautiful, I must have it.”

“All that you have.”

“Well, here’s my deposit book, there’s all my money there, give me the pearl, please!”

“Is that all you have?”

“Yes, it is.”

“And where do you live?”

“In my house, of course.”

“Well, you must give the house as well.”

“What, am I to live in the garage?”

“You have a garage? The garage as well. By the way, what do you have in the garage?”

“Two cars.”

“So, the garage and the cars as well.”

“But now I’ve got nothing more, give me the pearl, please!”

“A little moment, don’t you have wife or children?”

“I do.”

“So, the wife and the children as well.”

“But now I have nothing more, I am a beggar.”

“And what about your health?”

“Oh yes, my health is good, that’s my chief treasure.”

“Well, I want your health, too!”

“Now I really have nothing more!”

“Oh no, you still have something of your own! It’s your will, I want your will as well!”

“Oh, how very expensive that pearl is! Only when I am to pay, I come to realize how much I own! I am giving even this last.”

“The pearl is yours!”

That finest pearl is Jesus! 

Now you can take it all back, the money, house, cars, family, health… But remember one thing: From this day on you are no longer owners of that all, you are just trustees! The days will come when step by step I will take from you one thing, or relationship, after another, then you must not complain. This is no longer your own. I, Jesus, I am the owner, at the hour of your death you will lose that all, any case. But what you have acquired by the exchange, that remains. I am the most precious pearl. In Me you have all treasures, in Me you have eternal life. All that is mine is also yours. By having lost your own for My sake and for the sake of the Gospel, you have won all! THIS IS CONVERSION! THIS IS DISCIPLESHIP: LOSING EVERYTHING FOR CHRIST JESUS. THIS IS PURE LOVE – AGAPE: EVERY DAY DYING TO MYSELF AND GIVING MYSELF TO HIM! In fact, we are first to make this first step, and then to return back to it time and time again. Let us commit ourselves wholly to God, He wants to live in us – and this is a process – a way, a lifestyle. St. Paul is calling: “…it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me.” (Gal 2:20)

One day a big rock – a huge block of stone was delivered to Rome to the famous sculptor Michelangelo. He was walking round it for a while, looking at it absorbed in thought, and then said: “I see Moses therein.” His apprentice wondered: “Master, this is no Moses at all, it’s only a big stone.” Michelangelo replied: “But he is there! You see, that all which is not Moses must be removed!” “And how will that happen?” “It is blows that make a shape!” And this was how this stone gave rise to the sculpture of Moses. 

It is the same with us: That all which is not Jesus must be removed! We must give Him our heart so that Christ may dwell in our hearts through faith (cf. Eph 3:17)! We must give Him our reason and will, that is our mind. “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus.” (Phil 2:5) We must give Him our eyes, our hands, our feet. He wants to use them. This is conversion, this is a new life! This process (way) of rebirth is not possible without blows – suffering. This suffering is mostly an inner one, renouncing one’s will, suffering various minor humiliations, receiving with faith all that comes from God’s hand, every day seeking God’s will and realizing it.

Receiving Lord Jesus: 
   “All have sinned.” (Rom 3:23) You too! “There is none righteous.” (Rom 3:10) Neither you! “The wages of sin (yours too) is (temporary and eternal) death but the gift of God is eternal life (also for you) through Jesus Christ our Lord.” (Rom 6:23) Jesus is now standing in front of you. “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any one hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him...” (Rev 3:20) Open the door. I am opening... Now receive Him as your Saviour and Lord:

1/ Do you believe that Lord Jesus is God and that He died for you? …….. (YES)

2/ Are you giving your whole life into His hands? ……………….

…………      ………………….

        date                signature

   Now repeat several times the name Jesus with faith and with knowledge that what you have just done is seen by God and entire universe. In this moment God is telling you through His Word that you are a child of God. “… to all who received Him (have you received Him?), who believed in His name (do you believe in His name?), He gave power to become children of God.” (Jn 1:12) You are a child of God! Give thank to Father, Son and the Holy Spirit! The Apostle reminds: “These things I have written to you, that you may know that you have eternal life!” (1Jn 5:13) “He who has the Son has life.” (1Jn 5:12) You have the Son, you have eternal life! There is no bigger value! Give thanks and praise Him… 
The name Jesus above every name: All powers shall bow at the name of Jesus. God has given you power over the principalities and powers (negative energies) of the spiritual world and a full right to command them. We know how Jesus has overcome them: He died on the cross, descended into hell and disarmed them completely. They may not even know you, but at the name of Jesus they are falling down. The kingdom of death, hell, the world of the spiritual powers of darkness in the air – these all are trembling at the name of Jesus. This is but not when somebody names this name with a kind of indifference; this is only when the one who names this name is in an inner communion with Christ through his or her complete submission to Him. This name did not work with the seven sons of the Jew Sceva (cf. Acts 19:13-17), as they had not received Christ – they had not been born anew. The evil spirits said to them something like this: “Jesus we know, but who are you?” 

Short prayer:

YOU, JESUS, ARE THE TRUE GOD. YOU DIED FOR ME. 

The Word of God testifies: “If we walk in the light … the blood of Jesus cleanses us from all sin.” (1Jn 1:7) In the spirit I am touching by faith the five wounds of Christ. At each wound I say in faith: BLOOD CLEANSES and three times I repeat the name Jesus (Jehoshua). I perceive this reality – Jesus’ blood is cleansing me. 

I can pray this “Jesus’ prayer” at least once a day, best at 15°° when I can realize that at this hour Jesus died for me on the cross. 

The powerful name Jesus: Where people have to stand up against the powers of darkness, where they are to fight those most severe battles and save souls from the bonds of the devil, there the believers have to put aside all liturgical and theological theorems and call with faith the name Jesus (Jehoshua). In Him only is all power and victory. 

A certain bishop pronounces a significant fact: “If theologians are nowadays speaking of Christ, then more often than not this does not include the reality of the risen Christ, nor His personal presence; however, they just deal with a mere theological term.” 

The sign of falseness of pseudo-theology is that people avoid pronouncing the name Jesus. But the name Jesus is a confession we shall never surrender. 

For the future’s sake of Christianity it makes quite a big difference whether we are going to build upon the world of empty terms, stiff forms, Christian stereotypes, upon the world of sheer images or pious illusions, or whether we are going to return back to the world of the New Testament: into the world of truths, of the divine reality, into the power-field of the Holy Spirit who leads us in a communion with Lord Jesus Christ who was and is here and is to come.

The most dangerous substitution and the worst “false prophecy” consists in the fact that one though pronounces some truth, but this truth remains just pronounced and never fulfilled. 

The seeming reality of a mere word represents a strange temptation of the Church that claims to be living “by word”… It lets herself be blinded and deluded with great and pious words (they may even be true!), which are but not backed up with a true life, with a living actualization; and that is the worst substitution playing such a dangerous part among us. We are to be like Virgin Mary, so that the Word of God may be incarnate in us, namely through our definite Fiat to God. For the one who just hears, even if agrees, but does not realize it, live it, does not follow Christ, but merely theologizes, the one is a fool building his house upon the sand (cf. Mt 7:26).

It is dreadful that there exists a theology of substitution which makes “word” (i.e. one’s own speech) be the only thing of effect, and thus justifies the absence of spiritual life, spiritual growth and spiritual fruitfulness. 

People have invented numerous means and ways how to disguise the lack of spiritual life: largely attended lectures on “topical issues”, spiritually elevating concerts of sacred music, organizing of Christian charity, theological studies for laymen. Many in the Church are trying if not improve all this, then at least revise it; hymn-books are being renewed, liturgical innovations devised. There may be many useful and good things in this all – however these cannot become a substitute for the life in the Holy Spirit. Liturgy without awakening the spiritual life is probably the most dangerous programme of the Church, because while we are fulfilling our “religious duties”, our heart is far from the Lord. It is possible to make various betterments in the liturgy, organize church choirs or chanted vespers and achieve an increased attendance, without even a single man asking: “How can I, a sinful man, be saved?” Such a renewal can satisfy even the devil. For some people liturgy may become an impenetrable armour of their old self making them unable to perceive the need of repentance or personal conversion to Jesus. 

Thus a new life is substituted by a renewal of liturgy and a renewal of theology. But what a deceit by the devil it is when such a substitution occurs not only with individuals but through theology it is even raised to a principle! How terrible it is that theology of substitution can exist. 

And what are the consequences of this deadliness which is considered to be a religious “life”? Such that man does not expect anything from the Church for his personal life, though he may have a respect for it. He is solving his problems in a different way and at some other place, and thirsty souls, particularly the youth, are falling into false spiritualities which are offered to them with a great attractiveness. 

Even those best or most pious efforts, well-meant enterprise, best-considered renewals in various spheres of parish or Church life, or even the purest theology are good for nothing as long as they lack the power of the Holy Spirit which brings a revival in the name of Jesus.

“For the kingdom of God does not consist in words, terms, in empty talk, but in power.” (cf. 1Cor 4:20) Where God reigns, He reigns in power, in full might and in the victory of the name of Jesus. 

However, we shall experience this saving and victorious power of His name only after we have submitted our life unconditionally to His rule. 

The name Jesus and hell: From the moment when Jesus dying on the cross cried out: “It is finished!” (Jn 19:30), not only the earth quaked (cf. Mt 27:51) but also the hell quaked in its foundations, because by the sacrifice of the Lamb the enemy of the mankind was deprived of his right to human generation and the debt bond was withdrawn from him (cf. Col 2:14).

The Stronger overcame the strong (cf. Lk 11:22; Rev 5:5). Christ bound Satan (cf. Mt 12:29); He took from him all his armour (cf. Lk 11:22), totally disarmed him and his inferior principalities, spirits and powers (energies), He made a public spectacle of him, triumphing over him (cf. Col 2:15). At the same time the power of death was destroyed (cf. 2Tim 1:10). 

If only God led us to think about it a little, and gave the community of believers again that full power which is necessary for us to be able to stand up in the name of Jesus against the powers of hell in such might as the apostles did it. With the saints it was a frequent occurance that demons had to withdraw and confess against their will that Jesus has overcome! 

In His name (Jesus) a conversion for the remission of sins must be preached among all nations beginning with Jerusalem (cf. Lk 24:47) (i.e. beginning with the Church!). 

Conversion means a radical turn away from the hitherto way of life and from the old lifestyle. And through Jesus this is not only possible but really necessary to one’s salvation: “Truly, I say to you, unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.” (Mt 18:3) 

This call for a conversion does not only refer to thieves, perjurers, prostitutes or adulterers but also to respectable citizens, to all of us, priests, theologians and religious making no exception. 

Teaching in Jesus’ name: The teaching in Jesus’ name is addressed to those who became converted through the good news of the Gospel and now need practical instructions for a new life. Through the teaching they obtain pastoral advice on how they are to follow Christ in everyday life, how to sanctify their souls. 

When considering this New-Testament sense of “teaching” we also come to see how devious and dangerous in the history of the Church was the repeated attempts to decompose the belief in Jesus just into a certain number of learned theological definitions. If we decompose water into hydrogen and oxygen, then it is no longer water. If we decompose Jesus’ teaching into theological definitions, then it is very easy to lose Jesus Himself. 

Blessing in Jesus’ name: It is something great to pronounce with blessing the name of Lord Jesus over people, houses and parishes, towns and villages, and that with a sureness that it will be fulfilled what God said to Aaron: “So they shall invoke My name on the sons of Israel, and I then will bless them.” (Num 6:27) 

Healing the sick in Jesus’ name: Jesus and the sick, preaching and healing, this belongs inseparably together. Therefore Jesus’ word “Heal the sick!” stands immediately after “Go and preach!” (Mt 10:7-8). So the image of apostolic work necessarily includes also healing and helping in Jesus’ name. It is Jesus Himself who by the power of His name through His messengers is healing today just as once in Galilee. 

How serious this matter was in the eyes of the early Christians can be seen in a memorable prayer to the Lord of heaven and earth, when the apostles returned from the council: “Lord, grant to Your servants that with all boldness they may speak Your word! Stretch out Your hand to heal, and grant that signs and wonders may be done through the name of Your holy Servant Jesus.” (Acts 4:29n)

Casting out demons in Jesus’ name: How remote this is to contemporary Christians! And yet, it is the Lord Himself who charges His disciples with this “full power over all unclean spirits” (cf. Mt 10:1) and commands them: “…cast out demons!” (Mt 10:8). And he gives them assurance for the journey: “In My name they will cast out demons.” (Mk 16:17) Jesus Himself is the One before Whose powerful word evil spirits run away and in Whose lightful presence all troubled may be relieved. 

Acting in Jesus’ name: If we summarized what all we are to do in Jesus’ name, we could say: all our acting should be in Jesus’ name. In this way Paul the Apostle writes to the Colossians: “And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.” (Col 3:17) How it makes happy for example a housewife, a worker, a craftsman, a peasant, a pupil or a student or all who have a secular occupation when they can say to themselves: Whatever I do in my place I can do in the name of Jesus, for Him, and He will always receive it. It is very important that our whole life be aimed at the Lord Jesus so that all our acting, in word or deed, may meet with a blessing and victory of His name.

Suffering for Jesus’ name: In His last speech before His death, Jesus says to His disciples: “If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you…” (Jn 15:20)

Later through Ananias He says about Paul: “For I will show him how many things he must suffer for My name’s sake.” (Acts 9:16) Before his journey to Jerusalem Paul testifies: “I am ready not only to be bound but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.” (Acts 21:13) Similarly, the book of Revelation speaks about the faithful in the last times receiving a grace to die as martyrs for Jesus’ name. 

III. CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER (CP) – ORDER, PRINCIPLES, PRACTICES

Rosary: Order – a short meditative word before every ten beads and then I try to see, hear and live the individual mysteries (there are many instructions and meditations).

The Way of the Cross: There are many instructions written how to pray it. It would be convenient to have also a personal meditation upon Lord’s Passion whereby I can use two principles: 1) I try to perceive what Jesus suffers, 2) a look at my sin and my egoistic behaviour by which I caused His suffering. Question: What have You, Jesus, done for me and what am I doing for You? 

One-hour CP:

Explanation of several principles - practices:

Position during the prayer: To make the interior prayer intensive, some principles must be observed. Hands are lifted up during the prayer, however not slackly, for they are to express the posture of alertness and radical submission to Christ. It is known that this was the posture of the Jews when praying. Christ and His Mother prayed in this way, apostles and early Christians likewise prayed in this way. This very posture is already a prayer by itself, opening oneself to receive the Holy Spirit. We have thus emphasized the posture. 
Requisites: And which are the requisites for the prayer? There are two basic ones: the Holy Scripture and notepad with a pen. Whenever I get some inspiration, or some concern appears, I briefly note it down and immediately return back to God’s presence. During short breaks I can read the Scripture. It is good to have a cross and a clock in the room.  

Prayer order: An hour of prayer is divided into three parts, out of which there is always 15 minutes of intensive prayer and 5 minutes of release. The most difficult is the beginning, or cutting oneself adrift from the spirit of this world and passing to the presence of the Spirit of God. This passage requires a certain inner and outer self-denial, for it is usually this self-denial upon which the blessing during the whole prayer depends. One national proverb says: “The one who has started, has gone already the half way!” This concerns not only every beginning in natural things, but it also concerns a prayer and in particular this one. 

Objective: The objective of the prayer is to breakthrough and enter into the presence of God and stay there. This is not very simple, but there is noone that could not achieve it. It is not some extraordinariness meant only for certain individuals; however, every sincere Christian can pray in this way, not excluding children. This prayer is based on God’s Word and on epiclesis (a pleading call upon God for the coming of the Holy Spirit). This is really about an incarnation of the Word - Jesus - in us! The incarnation of the Word of God desires FIAT of a man (“be it done to me”) and epiclesis by the Holy Spirit. Mary the Mother of Jesus experienced the strongest epiclesis; first in the Incarnation of the Word when through faith She became the Mother of the firstborn – Jesus, and then before His death on Golgotha when both She and the future Church represented by a disciple was given the word: “Behold, your Mother!” Before the Descent of the Holy Spirit and during His outpouring She and the apostles experienced a 10 days long epiclesis; here the Word becomes flesh again and the Church is born, of which She is the mother. Thus the Mother of Jesus also becomes the Mother of the secondborn – Mother of the Church – your Mother.

Pleading call: It is written in the Letter to the Hebrews that Christ offered up prayers and supplications with loud cries and tears unto Him that was able to hear Him, (cf. Hebr 5:7). In his psalms, king David points to the need of a loud call before the Lord, which but must spring out from the depths of one’s soul. Crying before the Lord, when the soul is pouring out its pains and fears, is liberating and healing. “The Holy Spirit intercedes for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.” (cf. Rom 8:26) 

A „scandalizing“ element of this prayer is loud call, but it is possible to call intensively also voicelessly. When a person suffers a sharp physical pain, be it in Korea, America or in Europe, the reaction is the same. One does not use long sentences, but just groans a kind of aaaaaa, uuuuuu… When a person suffers a great psychical pain, e.g. a loss of dear person, and comes to realize it, the tears well up. One starts to cry, which helps him release his soul, but then he also needs somebody with whom he can share this pain, or eventually to whom he can cry his heart out. A shared pain is a half pain. When the pain is deep, some groan like uuuu-uuuu-uuuu… is heard in crying. Similarly, when one is filled with joy, words or sentences are not sufficient and one just croons: la, la… ra, ra… (cf. St. Augustin, Breviary; Day of St. Cecilia - 22.11., second reading). This is a language common for all people who have lived and will live on the earth. Usually when a person is deceived, betrayed or feels angry, he/she raises voice. Unbelieving people let off steam by cursing, scolding and anger at those who did them wrong. When a person causes pain to him/herself, he/she is angry with him/herself and lets off steam crying: “What a donkey I am! I am stupid!” The greater this anger is, the less one is able to express it by words, one only groans in a rage, it is a kind of eeee, eeee, eeee… This opens him to the spirit, but this is not the Holy Spirit.

Vocals a,e,i,o,u have a common principal sound, which can be easily changed to one or the other vocal. If we are to pour out our heart before God in a prayer, then this moaning and crying, as seen in psalms, is the most natural human expression for it. As if the spirit of man expressed himself in this way. When a child is born, it starts to cry, this makes this child released and opened. And this brings us to the root of the epiclesis, a pleading call before God. First it is a call, not whispering, and second it is a pleading call. I can repeat a simple vocal aaa and keep in mind the name Jehoshuaaaaa… = Jesus, and at the same time I can realize in faith the power of this name, in front of which “…every knee must bow in heaven and on earth” (Phil 2:10). In this name the apostles drove out demons and healed the sick. In this name faith is expressed and condensed more than if I pronounced a word or a sentence. This is a pleading prayer! – outpouring my heart before the Lord. 

   Those who start to pray in this way can all of a sudden feel that here the words of the prayer spontaneously pass to monosyllabic or disyllabic words. This brings me to concentrate my mind for instance on one word only: You (Jesus), You, You… and in the spirit I am looking into His eyes (on the cross). I perceive that my sin is the cause of His death, I feel His love - He died for me. In this complete disclosing myself before God, complete humbling myself, standing in the truth and separating myself from the sin and its roots, it is not enough just to sit. I need either to kneel or to stand, and remain in this truth in my thoughts; this makes me groan with my whole being and my hands fly automatically upwards. I realize the love of the Father, who gave His Son for me and pray in the inward: Father – to express it I can help myself by groaning: A - BA - aaaaa… ba-ba-ba-ba…aaaa… /Unless you become as little children… (cf. Mt 18:3)/. These two basic postures, i.e. hands up and kneeling or standing, are likewise closely connected with groaning before God. This cry, this is not some artificial inducing of emotions, this is a real prayer in the Spirit and the Truth, this is a need of soul. This is how king David prayed in his psalms, and probably also Lord Jesus Himself when He often spent whole night praying. 

The present moment: Let us go back to basic principles. One of them is that in addition to the Word of God the prayer needs alertness. Jesus said: “Could you not watch with me one hour? Watch and pray!” (Mt 26:40) The following helps to keep alert: at the beginning and during the prayer I remind myself from time to time that I want to live at least one minute, namely this very minute when I am realizing it, in the presence of God. So I have to deny myself and realize that God sees me and at the same time that I am opened before Him. Or I repeat to myself: “Those eyes!” and in the spirit I am looking into Jesus’ eyes and opening myself before Him… I am giving Him everything… not only sins, but also the root of the sin…, now I do not possess anything, no thought, no relationship, no memory, no idea! I am letting it go, my spirit is poor, free from riches of the soul, free from all concerns. Now in this moment my only concern is to be with Jesus. To Him I want to listen, into His eyes I want to look. The look of Jesus penetrates deeply, in His look one can perceive his sin. In God’s presence I can see not only greater sins, but also the small expressions of egoism, self-love and wilfulness. Here, in this truth, a person is being healed as if under invisible X-rays of all the sorrows and pains which are deep in his/her soul. This treatment is painful but at the same time it is a great happiness which cannot be compared with what the world is offering. For in this light a person perceives the reality of his/her death, vanity and delusion of the world, but also eternity and God’s love. In this purifying pain, in this painful truth, the profound healing in the soul brings a great peace which the world cannot give. Here one comes to experience many truths from the Scripture such as: “Come to Me… and you shall find rest unto your souls.” (Mt 11:28-29) The present moment is the fundament of the prayer. We are coming back to it in all truths of the Gospel which we encounter in the prayer, and when we rest in it, we stop noticing the outward call of our voice and perceive only e.g. a word (idea) “You!” (Jesus) and the spiritual communion with Him in the truth. In all this a person does not fall into any ecstasy, one is in full vigilance and sobriety, and is disposed towards it by his pleading cry (Abba – aaa… ba-ba-baaa…). 

In essence, the entire hour is a struggle for the present moment, in which I concentrate and realize the communion with the Father, with Jesus through the word: “You, You” or “You me!” (“You, Jesus, love me”, or: “You for me!”). But mostly just “You!” And in particular: “You see me!” “Jesus saw the disciple standing by the cross…!” (Jn 19:26) “I am now a disciple and You see me, now and here, You…” In this sentence there is a great power! Here I open myself to Him as to my Lord and God and I am not hiding anything! It hurts, but at the same time it heals. Later it is also possible to pray “You see us” and realize the pains of people who are dear to me, try to see their bondages, bad habits and how these are darkening their souls, and finally, how much I would like to help them and cannot. But now I can do one thing, the most important one – I am giving this pain to Jesus! And suddenly there comes light, healing, peace and often even a prophetic word for this soul. 

Troubles, concerns or duties can also become a “fuel” for the fire of the Holy Spirit. I experience the reality: “You see me” and I give Him concrete sins, weaknesses and concerns; then light, strength, inspiration come, the Lord speaks to the soul. (note: I do not pronounce those words e.g. “You see me” with lips, only in thoughts. Such a pronouncing is accompanied by outer expression of a silent or loud moaning with mouth, but also through the posture – hands up.) 
Experience of the Eastern Fathers on the prayer 

It is said about an old monk Arsenius that on Saturday evening he left the setting sun behind his back, lifted his hands up to heaven (to God) and prayed until the sun shone on his face. Then he went to rest. 
The old monk Lot lifted his hands up to heaven as he prayed. His ten fingers were like fiery candles. He told his friend: “Do you want to pray truly? Become a fire.” 

Some asked the old monk Makarius: “How shall we pray?” He answered to them: “There is no need for many words, but often just to lift up hands to God saying: ‘My God, as You want and as You know, so shall happen to me, have mercy!’” 

One brother met an old monk and complained: “We are tormented by a great dryness.” The old man told him: “And why don’t you pray and ask God?” The brother returned: “We pray and ask but the rain does not come.” The old man told him: “Why don’t you pray with zeal? Let’s start to pray!” The old monk lifted his hands up to heaven and began to pray, and the rain started to fall immediately. The brother remained stunned. (On Continuous and Eager Prayer, chapt. 12, Drevnyj Paterik)

MODEL OF ONE-HOUR CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER 

In this prayer we will live the following truths of the Gospel: 1) forgiveness of sins (purification), 2) crucifixion with Christ 3) receiving the last will of Jesus – receiving a new heart. 

First third: PURIFICATION 
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1st part (1 minute): One of the present expresses aloud the content of the first third, thus introducing the prayer, for example with the following words: “Jesus is here also with His saints and angels (cf. Hebr 12:22n). He is waiting for you. Open yourself to Him. Condemn your sin. Then stand in the spirit under the cross and look again into the wounds of Jesus and into His eyes. Call upon His name with faith. Realize that the blood of Jesus purifies you from every sin.” Upon this loud introduction, we innerly live the prayer as described in parts 2, 3, 4 and 5. 
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2nd part (approx. 3 minutes): Realize the presence of Jesus, His Mother, saints and angels (Hebr 12:22n). Call upon the Virgin Mary, angels and saints to help you watch during the prayer. 
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3rd part (approx. 3 minutes): Opening yourself and receiving Lord Jesus on the base of God’s Word: Rev 3:20 - “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him.” I realize: You are standing, and knocking… I am opening… I have opened. You are entering, You have entered… You are in me: You are God from God… Light from Light… True God from True God… Begotten, Not made… One in Being with the Father… I believe … I confess!
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4th part (approx. 4 minutes): The judgement of God. “For the wages of sin is death…” (Rom 6:23) I realize my sin, e.g. my disobedience – I am not looking for and fulfilling God’s will; my rash judgements – I am notoriously judging both people and God; I am a hedonist (laziness, self-indulgence, lack of discipline). You can imagine at least vaguely, or just realize, that in the hour of death you will pass the time threshold and then it is time for the judgement to begin. For an illustration imagine a huge stadium: on the left side there are evil spirits, your accusers (cf. Rev 12:10), on the right side God’s angels, all the mankind behind you and a huge screen in front of you where all your life is broadcasted in accordance with the word: “For there is nothing covered that shall not be revealed.” (Mt 10:26) Not only external deeds, but all that was in your heart, even your most secret thoughts, will be revealed here. 

   I am standing in light, not masking anything, I call things by their proper names, as clearly as my enemy - accuser - calls them. Yes, I am a sinner, I deserve eternal repudiation for my disobedience, judgements and corporeity. All this is, in fact, a sin of godlessness and idolatry, leaning on myself, on the creation and disregarding God, His Word and His Spirit. I do not defend myself, on the contrary, I judge myself, exposing everything to the light and realizing that I am a sinner deserving sentence of death! “The wages of sin is death.” This is a clear word! This is pure truth. I realize that I am a convict to death, but I know that I have a hope of amnesty. 
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5th part (approx. 4 minutes): Forgiveness of sins 
Now everything is put into the light of God’s judgement. “If we would judge ourselves, we would not be judged” (1Cor 11:31) All that you put into light during your life God is forgiving you, He deletes it according to the Word: “If we walk in the light… the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us from all sin.” (1Jn 1:7) All that was exposed to the light, and thus could have been purified by the blood of Christ, will not be judged anymore, for Jesus was already condemned and shed His blood for it, so the accusers have no power over you (see Rev 12:11). Indeed, Jesus died for my and your sins and the punishment which justly comes upon me for my sin has already been suffered, paid for. Jesus died for me. In the spirit I go to the cross, look at the blood of the Saviour and with faith I receive the word of deliverance said to one of the criminals: “Today you shall be with Me in paradise.” (Lk 23:43) I can experience the elementary truth - we are justified by faith, not by our deeds; that means for free but through faith. And now I accept in faith this justification, clothing myself with the justice of Jesus!

Summary of the first third: In faith I experience the basic things: 1) I confess my sins, expose them into light and let them be judged now 2) now I receive forgiveness. 

God’s Word says “If we walk in the light.” So the condition is clear: to walk in the light, and to walk in it, I first have to enter it. And once I am in it, there are two steps to start this walking: give sins and receive forgiveness. These are the two first steps in faith. The valid truth is also: “The blood of Christ cleanses us from every sin.” I realize that it says: “from every”. Living this truth will be most needed in the hour of death, therefore, to know this art is the most important thing and the most needed wisdom for this time as well as for eternity. (This is the awakening of a so-called perfect contrition, which but by no means excludes the sacrament of penance.) 
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Break (5 minutes) – a relax (reflection, reading of the Scripture, taking notes)

Second third: CRUCIFIED TOGETHER WITH CHRIST
Gal 2:20: “I have been crucified together with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me.” 
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1st part (5 minutes): With a vital faith I realize that Jesus is in me. The Scripture says: “together with Christ”. I come to stop at the word TOGETHER: You, Jesus, and I, we both together, here and now. Since the Holy Baptism we have been united – You (are) in me and I (am) in You. Again and again, through repentance and living faith, I need to enter this unity. You and me - together… At this moment I hold on to this unity with faith and in full consciousness, and do not allow other thoughts to cross my mind. I do not speculate about it, it is so, I do not doubt but I believe in God’s Word. It is written so! In my mind I can slowly repeat a word (e.g. together, together…, or I believe, I believe…). There is only one task: to hold a living unity with Christ by faith. By faith to live this reality: You and me – together! (This should be accompanied by quiet or loud calling.)
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2nd part (5 minutes): Crucified. “We know that our old self was (and is) crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that we should no longer be slaves to sin.” (Rom 6:6) Now with my consciousness I will experience just one word: crucified! To whom? To what? To flesh, world and devil, to those three slaveholders. By the power of Jesus’ crucifixion I have been separated from the system of evil, sin, vanity and delusion. I am not being deceived anymore, now I am free. Now “the body of sin has been destroyed” by the power of Jesus, and I am not a slave of sin anymore. 

I am now leaving everything, my plans, fears, concerns, attachment to things, people... I will not pass to heaven with those riches. I can realize 3× nothing: 1) I am nothing 2) I have nothing 3) I want nothing but You! I have just one concern, one problem and this is You, Jesus! I am poor in spirit, I do not own anything, no concern, no relationship, no memory, I am not solving anything, now I have no responsibility, because I have given everything to You, Jesus. I am aware of the vanity of this all, yes, everything has an end. I am giving everything to You, I do not keep anything. “If the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed.” (Jn 8:36) This minute I am experiencing real freedom. In my consciousness I concentrate fully on this truth and I believe that it is so. I can do nothing more than to give everything to Jesus. I do not lay down any condition, no “but”, I commit myself fully to Him, I do not keep anything /putting off the old self (Col 3:9)/. This is a true contemplative prayer, it is so simple - giving everything to Him! Here I come to know what it means to love Jesus. I live no longer (for myself) (cf. Gal 2: 20).
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3rd part (5 minutes): Jesus (Christ) lives in me. Now I am free indeed, now it is not I who live, but Christ lives in me; I am dead to sin, and alive to God. Now Christ can live in me - Jesus has removed the obstacle which by the Holy Scripture is called ‘our old self’. He has delivered me and adopted me. I am His and He is mine. It is Him who did it, not me. I live the reality: “I am Yours and I want only You! I am not interested in anything else. You are the pearl which is worth losing everything.” In full awareness and with a living faith I confess: “You, Jesus, live in me now!” I am living this very moment. I want to die just like this. “I am giving myself fully to You. Now I have nobody on heaven and on earth, apart from You! (cf. Ps 73:25) You, Jesus, are my Lord! All that is mine is Yours! You are mine and I am Yours! Jesus, I trust You!”
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Break (5minutes)
Third third: TESTAMENT FROM THE CROSS – RECEIVING A NEW HEART
Jn 19:26-27: “When Jesus saw His Mother, and the disciple, whom he loved, standing by, He said to His Mother: ‘Woman, behold, your son!’ Then He said to the disciple: ‘Behold, your Mother!’ And from that hour (at that hour) the disciple took her (to himself) into himself (Greek ‘eis ta idia’; Latin ‘in sua’).” 
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1st part (5 minutes): I realize: You see me. In spirit I am standing by the cross, on Golgotha, I am on the place of crucifixion.

In my mind I am putting questions to myself, which helps me to realize vitally the reality of God’s Word: Where are you? On Golgotha, on the place of the execution, here, where Jesus is dying for me. Who are you? Are you a disciple? Yes, now I have left all I have for You, Jesus.

You are looking at me, You see me as a disciple. I live the first word: “You, You”… “You, Jesus.” God’s Word says: “Jesus saw the disciple standing by the cross.” I am now a disciple and You see me here and now! There is a big power in this sentence! I realize, I perceive the look of Jesus, He is looking at me. He penetrates me with His look as with X-rays. I remain in this reality for a moment. I repeat: “when Jesus saw…” You see me now. 

[image: image14.png]


2nd part: (5 minutes): You are speaking to me. “Jesus said…” I can hear Jesus’ voice and His word which refers to me. Jesus wants to tell me something from the cross. However, our soul is full of its own riches, ideas and plans, so that it is not able to hear and receive the living Word of God. Even if this fat soul receives God’s Word, then mostly as letters only, not able to draw life out of it…

Only that disciple who has left everything and stands by the cross, the one hears the word of Jesus. Speak, Lord, for Your servant is listening! You speak to Your Mother first: “Woman, behold, your Son”, and then You speak to the disciple: “Behold, your Mother!” If the Word of God is to go really to the depth, it requires a new soil (cf. Mt 13:23), a new heart (cf. Ez 36:26). Having the nature of Eve, which we all inherit, it is not possible for us to experience full deliverance and full commitment to Jesus. It is necessary to receive Virgin Mary – the new heart, new spiritual centre, new nature. The One who through the merits of Christ was preserved from spiritual infection of the first woman – Eve. Mary – the new Eve, is the mother of a new generation. Jesus gave Her to the disciple several minutes before His death and this is His last will, [image: image15.png]


irrevocable. It is valid for every disciple of Jesus even today. 
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3rd part (5 minutes): The disciple took her into himself (Greek ‘eis ta idia’, Latin ‘in sua’). This is a great mystery. How could the disciple receive the Mother of Jesus into himself? St. Ambrose writes: “He received Her soul to magnify the Lord in him. He received Her spirit to rejoice in God!” Mary, through the merits of Christ, was preserved from the original sin. She is the new Eve, She has a different genetic and spiritual code than the old Eve. She is ‘kecharitomene’ – full of grace (see Lk 1:28). God promised us through the prophet Ezekiel: “I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you.” (Ez 36:26) That new heart was created by Him. The original sin is a lack of grace. Mary is full of grace (see Lk 1:28). He promised us this heart and He gave it to us. He carries out this transplantation of heart with everybody personally. The condition is to be a disciple standing by the cross, and receive by faith what God is giving! He is doing it. I only receive it by faith as the apostle John. I have a new heart, Mary is my Mother!
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Break (5minutes)
Having experienced these three truths: purification, crucifixion with Christ, receiving the Mother of Jesus, we are disposed to experience three other truths, namely death with Christ, resurrection with Christ and the Pentecost. These truths are particularly present in the liturgy and our living them through our participation should transform and sanctify us.  

Note: In Aramaic, the pronunciation of a b letter is like w,v. Word Abba (Father) and Jehoshua (Jesus) and their repeating, diametrically differ from Hindu mantras. By means of mantras, the soul turns to the spirit of darkness and opens itself to it. Repeating the name “Jesus” and the name “Abba” - which was given to us by Jesus, we approach and open ourselves to the Spirit of Light - the Holy Spirit and to the Holy Trinity. 

The most important when invoking the name of Jesus is the striving after the interior unity with Him. So I concentrate all my attention on Jesus and His name, at the same time I confess in thought His Divinity, I realize and give Him my sin and then all I am and have. I receive His testament together with Him, I live over His death, His resurrection and receive His Spirit, all this in faith. Jesus did this all for me and I accept it in faith. I realize the presence of Jesus. A spontaneous call aaaaaaaa… (Jehoshuaaaaa) helps me to do so. When I enter into unity with Jesus, at the same time I realize His unity with the Father. Perceiving the word Abba, Father, I realize that it is Jesus in me who is pronouncing it, and I pronounce it in communion with Him. Here an outward, spontaneous, silent call “Abba (Avva) va-va-va…A-va-va-va… (ba-ba-ba…)” helps me in doing so.

MODELS TO THE 3RD THIRD

Model Mt 18:18 -“Whatever you loose on earth”
This word is related to the authority of the apostles; however, it may also refer to any Christian. In accordance with the Word of God, a curse for the sins against the First Commandment (a spiritual bondage) is passed on up to the fourth generation, concerning 14 people – my predecessors. At the beginning of this third part I shortly realize that in the first third I received forgiveness of sins and in the second third I received deliverance through crucifixion with Christ. Now I am disposed to experience His word - “Whatever you loose …” (Mt 18:18). 

I realize again: I am in communion with Jesus. I am in Him and He is in me. “He is Light and in Him is no darkness at all.” (1Jn 1:5) So there is no darkness in me now. I am standing in Light – in Him. I realize that now in His name the power of God is working. I say in spirit: “In the name of Jesus Christ I (forgive and) loose the bonds between me and X (e.g. grandmother).” And I realize the Word of God: “Whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” The Lord said: whatever – i.e. even this bondage – whatever – this is no exception. Whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. It has been done. Now this bond – in the name of Jesus Christ – is loosed. This is true. Now at this moment the bondage (curse) has been broken. Demons lost any claim upon this place – the bonds fell down. And the Heavenly Father lets His blessing and peace descend upon this place. 

Then I bring my mind to the next person (e.g. grandfather). And again I return back to the reality of God’s Word that I am in communion with Jesus. And in communion with Him, with His power and in His name I continue as before. In this way one by one I pass through 14 people – by the power of Jesus’ name these bonds are loosed. 

At the end I realize that now God’s blessing descends from heaven not only upon me but on my whole family as well. 

Model Lk 23:34 - “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do.”

/The first third: purification (Jesus is my Saviour) as well as the second third: crucification with Christ (Jesus is my Lord) are the same as in the “one- hour CP” model./
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1st part (5 minutes): Repeat slowly: “Father, forgive”. Father, Father…, and you can realize that you are in unity with Jesus, that you are in Jesus. He is calling in you. That – Father, Father!… turns as if into a ray ascending high up through the cross. Now repeat – forgive, forgive… and you can perceive how power is flowing up through this ray. Jesus’ call has power. You believe in this power of His call now and here.
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2nd part (5 minutes): Continue with the word “them”. Fully realize it and unite yourself with the earnestness of Jesus’ call: “…them, them…” – them who have abandoned You and who do not love You! Give your full mind, heart, strength to this call. You and this call are as if one whole now. As if you were no longer yourself! However, you are not alone, you are united with Jesus. You are united with Jesus’ call, with God’s desire to give His forgiveness to all people. 
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3rd part (5 minutes): Then you realize that Father hears this first word from the cross and as if He were asking: “And does anyone care about my forgiveness at all?” It is necessary that from among all sinners there could now, at this very moment, be at least one to say in the name of himself and in the name of the whole sinful world: “YES!” Finally realize the forgiveness which God is now giving, you can keep in your mind an image of a column full of light as a symbol of God’s forgiveness coming down from “the Father of lights” (Jas 1:17) and watering the earth.

Model Mt 5:24 - “Go and first be reconciled to your brother!”
Forgiving one’s neighbour and receiving forgiveness from God, these two aspects are somehow related and dependent one from another. For if I forgive my neighbour, God will also forgive me (cf. Mt 6:14), but if I do not want to humble myself before a brother and forgive him, then I will not be given the grace of faith through which I could receive God’s forgiveness.

Unless I see guilt first in myself, but always in my brother only, I will never be able to answer Christ’s call: “you first be reconciled”. It does not mean that we are now to remember everyone who may have something against us and apologize to each of them. This could come to a bad end. 

Here several principles can be applied: If I sin against someone in thoughts, then I repent of it before Jesus in thoughts. If I slander someone before someone, then I recompense for it in the sight of the person before whom I was slandering. (I confess the sin in the sacrament of confession.) Supposing that some zealot would overlook these principles, then all this will turn against him. 

We have to bear in mind that we must be opened before God. Our hearts must be opened before Him, our masks taken off before Him, not before humans. A man of holy life can bear one’s openness and sin; however, a common person gets offended, and his reaction will be negative. The purpose of this model is to help me go in spirit to my brother; this is done without words and without physical presence of the brother. It has absolutely nothing to do with telepathy, the core is to humble myself in front of God and not persist in a spirit of discord towards brother.

Example: You and your brother have come into a conflict. Maybe there even was a quarrel between you. You are now beginning a prayer and need to have these relations cleansed. But if you now go and try to get reconciled right away, you may be taken unawares and the quarrel may grow even worse. You must first reveal the root of your sin, humble yourself in a prayer and only then you can pray concretely for when and how to apologize. Sometimes there is no apologizing needed at all. One can just say a word, or make a gesture. One should try to adopt a kind of sensitivity. Some already have such a sense, they are able to recognize what the brother may be expecting, what is natural and effective. In the prayer I realize God’s presence. Jesus is looking at me. He shed His blood not only for me but for my brother and my enemies as well! The forgiveness which He gives to me is conditioned by whether I am also willing to forgive. “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.” (Mt 5:7)

So during the prayer I bring my mind to my brother and ask him for forgiveness by the three following forms:
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a/ forgive me, brother, that I was exalting myself over you (5 minutes)

How was I exalting myself? In my thoughts I regarded myself as better, my opinions likewise I uncritically considered to be better, and I made my brother feel it. 

Now I am exalting my brother: If I were him and he behaved to me the way I had behaved to him, my reaction would be much worse than his. 
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b/ forgive me, brother, that I was humbling you (5 minutes) 

How was I humbling him? Through my inappropriate egoistic and insensitive behaviour. I did not let Jesus enter into this relationship through my faith. My acting was ungodly. I humbled him by my words and gestures, by the tone of my voice, by an inappropriate joke…

Now I am humbling myself. I admit that my opinion was egoistic, that I paid no regard to the needs of brother, to his situation, I was only looking to my own interests. The cause may have been that some time in the past in our relationship my pride was hurt or envy emerged and I have still not repented of it. 

[image: image23.emf]c/ forgive me, brother, that I did not see your good will (5 minutes)

Try to see and concretely name his good will. 

You come to realize that the very conflict with the brother helped you unmask the power of sin in you. This sin was darkening your soul so much that you were not able to see. Yet, if you humble yourself, God will give you the grace of light. If you had not sinned you would think how good you are, but, in fact, this particular sin could reveal to you the root and through your repentance God could purify your soul. 

MODELS TO THE SECOND HOUR OF CP 
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1st third: CHRIST’S DEATH

The Word of God testifies: “Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death?” (Rom 6:3) We can reply: ‘We do not know it, or we know it just theoretically without having everyday experience with it.’ And that is a pity. The Apostle calls: “We are constantly being delivered over to the death of Christ…” (2Cor 4:11) What actually is the Word of God speaking about? The point here is not physical death – we will go through it just once. We need to realize that:

a) the death of Christ is spiritually present in us through baptism. However, a mere awareness does not suffice. It is necessary to release its power, to let it work at a definite time, in a particular situation. 

b) if I am to be ‘baptized (immersed) into His death’ then I have to open myself for this moment somehow. I am to unite with the essence of Christ’s death. By His death Jesus has overcome the sin and all powers of darkness. The Bysantic liturgy confesses: “Dying, He conquerred death.” Indeed, He has overcome the spiritual death, that is the eternal separation from God – eternal perdition – hell. His death overcomes in me the spiritual slavery to which I opened myself through various suggestions, half-truths and false beliefs. I have to live by God’s Word. “The righteous shall live by faith.” (Rom 1:17). By influence of a bad company, bad principles, bad example, or of a rotten and corpse-like Christianity, man gets into various bondages. Then he is no longer able to admit the truth about himself and tries to persuade himself with different lies like that he is free, that he is good, that he has not killed anyone etc. Evil works in us through our corrupted nature which by the Holy Scripture is called the old self. Evil works through the world as well, that is through false philosophies, unsound, unchristian and unbiblical principles, through a bad company, through massmedia, pornography, magic, divination and New Age spirituality. The third working sphere of evil is the demonic powers: “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.” (Eph 6:12n) This is a spiritual fight, here the salvation of my soul and of the souls of my neighbours is at stake. I will render an account of it soon! Spiritual fight presupposes certain rules; let us pay heed to the most important one: entering Christ’s death. What it means is an interior unity with Christ and with His submission in His death. Principle: If I am to live Christ’s death intensively in everyday life, in sufferings and hard situations, then first I have to live this reality of His death in prayer. When Jesus gave His Mother to the disciple and he received Her in himself (eis ta idia, in sua), the testament of the dying Saviour to the Church was fulfilled. This was followed by four words that were closely connected with the death. These words are: I thirst; Eloi, Eloi…; It is finished; Father…

1) “I thirst” (Jn 19:28) What is it that Jesus is thirsting for in this moment? He undoubtedly has also physical thirst. However, now He is imprisoned in your soul. “I was thirsty and you gave Me the drink.” (Mt 25:35) Certainly He is thirsty in others as well. Lord Jesus, You are thirsty now in me, I am also thirsty with You, thirsting after the liberation from a concrete slavery: fear, dependence, thirsting that this or that person would not perish for ever but be saved. 

2) “Eloi, Eloi…My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me!” At this moment Jesus is taking on Himself and tasting the essence of sin and its consequences. He is taking on Himself even my sin, my thoughts, words and deeds… He, the Lamb of God, experiences the depth of abandonment of soul by God, something from the eternal perditon, which is caused by sin that He is taking on Himself of His own will. We are not to unite in a false unity with the sin of the world, we are not saviours. We are to unite only with Jesus Christ, our personal Saviour, Redeemer. This is a place of encounter and culmination of the spiritual fight. It was not only the sin but also the demonic powers allied to it that got the rule to physically and psychically torture the Lamb of God, and to physically kill Him in the end. 

3) “It is finished” (Jn 19:30) Jesus finished the work, overcame the sin. A breakthrough into the spiritual darkness came. He drank the cup of suffering to the dregs, He took on Himself all our sin and all states of soul bordering even on despair. All this was overcome by Christ. He finished His work. There is nothing more to be added to it. One just needs to take and actualize this Jesus’ “finished” in one’s life. I am to realize that through faith the realities of Christ’s life, death and resurrection are actualized into my life as well. The power of evil and sin was broken! Where? On one single place and that, in the death of Christ. As far as I enter it, this death works in me in power (cf. 2Cor 4:11).

4) “Father, into Your hands I commit My Spirit.” (Lk 23:46) This is the culminant moment of Christ’s death. Now I can perceive how Jesus’ spirit is being taken in Father’s arms. His death breaks through the darkness which is reigned by the ruler of this world together with a multitude of demonic powers (so-called negative energies) (Eph 6:12). I am uniting my spirit with the spirit of Jesus and now together with Him I enter the arms of Father. This is accompanied with the groaning of spirit in an unutterable call (cf. Rom 8:26) Aaaaa…baaaa…baaaa…aaaaaa (Abba, Father). I feel the reality of Christ’s death, the supreme, pure love, a full commitment into the arms of my Father, my Creator! Here it is good to fully realize even my physical death. Here I can pronounce a wish: Once I want to die like this! In this death, in this moment of commitment in faith and unity one can solve all fears, weaknesses and failures. Here all things get changed, here is a pure love, a full commitment to God.
[image: image25.emf]2nd third: RESURRECTION

The Word of God says that “we were raised with Christ” (cf. Col 2:12). In baptism we were given a share in the new life of the risen Jesus. A new life, God’s life I have in me as a seed. If I am not going to choke this seed, after death it will unfold to the fullness of a glorious life in the eternal glory. We may and must walk in newness of life even now (cf. Rom 6:4). Jesus’ death was followed by resurrection. Likewise, my death in union with Christ’s death in particular situations is followed by an experience of spiritual resurrection in all that in faith I commended with Jesus into the hands of Father. Yet, first I am to experience this mystery through faith in a prayer. I make myself conscious of the living and real presence of the risen Jesus by me and in me! I can confess it by faith: “ My Lord Jesus, You are here. You are the resurrection and the life.” (cf. Jn 11:25) In faith I may also realize that the power of His resurrection penetrates into every particular matter concerning my life. He enters my life, my falls, failures, my problems. He gives me a new life. He gives me Himself! I must receive Him! 

I can divide 15 minutes into 3 truths:

1) The reality of Christ’s resurrection. I can try to live that moment when the highest Divine power, which out of nothing made all that is seen and unseen, enters the dead body of Christ and this body is transformed and raised and passes through the closed stone tomb. Here I can perceive Almightiness of God and confess my belief in this greatest miracle. 

2) Meeting the risen Christ. Together with Mary Magdalene, with the women, with the Emmaus disciples, with the apostles in the evening… I can live this reality and perceive e.g. this Christ’s word: “That it is I Myself; handle me and see.” (Lk 24:39) “Put your finger here, and see My hands… Do not be unbelieving, but believing!” (Jn 20:27)

3) We were raised with Christ (Col 2:12). Through baptism I have been grafted upon Christ’s life, upon His new life.

[image: image26.emf]3rd third: The sending of the Holy Spirit
1) The Incarnation of the Word (Lk 1:34). I can experience opening myself wholly to the Holy Spirit just as it was done by the Mother of Jesus when She said Her Fiat and the Word became flesh. To Her question how the impossible shall become possible She was replied: “The Holy Spirit will do it” (v. 35). And it is the same with us. Mary said: “Behold, the bondslave of the Lord (‘he dule Kyriu’); be it done to me according to Your word.” (v. 38) And blessed is She who believed that there would be a fulfilment of what had been spoken to Her by the Lord.” (v. 45)

2) The reality of the Pentecost in Jerusalem. We can realize a particular word, e.g.: “The Holy Spirit abides with you and will be in you.” (Jn 14:17) “…When the Holy Spirit has come upon you,… you shall be My witnesses…” (Acts 1:8n) “The Spirit who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in You.” (Rom 8:11) Again I shall experience the baptism by the Holy Spirit, a renewal by the Holy Spirit. I try to realize it once more anew, and with faith I am opening myself again to be filled with the Holy Spirit. 

3) I can pray for a concrete problem, calling upon the Holy Spirit to come and fill that particular place with His light and power. 

Those six fundamental truths (purification, crucifixion with Christ, testament, death, resurrection, the Holy Spirit) embrace the whole Gospel and a living relation to Lord Jesus. Once my soul is purified by these truths, I can stand before God’s face and inquire of Him as my Lord (Father) upon various concerns, seeking His will. The principle to be applied here is that out of two good things I shall seek the one which is desired by God. What is relevant here is not the external means of inquiring of God, but rather the purity of heart. This is where one can gain numerous living experience of God who leads as individuals so His whole people. 

Prayer model – “through Him, with Him and in Him”

We divide one hour into three thirds. Each third consists of four parts. Each part takes about 5 minutes. These four parts can be designated as: A, B, C, D. (note: it is prayed in silence)

A: can be called – I am purified through Christ
B: I am crucified with Him 

C: I remain in Him and in Him I call to the Father

[image: image27.emf]A – position: I am down on my knees in upright position (it is suitable to put a blanket or a pad under one’s knees). What I am experiencing? Purification (1 Jn 1:7; Hebr 12:22-24). In 1-2 minutes I realize intensively the presence of God and I turn to the saints and angels in faith. Then, I shortly experience condemnation of my sin. I invoke in faith the blood of Jesus and in faith I receive purification from my sin. In conclusion, I can ask myself a check-question: “Do you believe that Jesus has now taken away your sin?” And by faith more than by feelings I repeat: “I believe, it is so!”
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B – position: I am down on my knees and my hands are outspread in the form of a cross. Slowly and in full consciousness I repeat the following words: “I am crucified with Christ…”. This is true. It is written so... Now I accept it with faith and then I pray ‘Our Father’. I do not have to live the words of Our Father, but again I remind myself of the thought: “I am crucified with Him. This is true!” Then I pray Our Father again. In this way I pray Our Father 5× to worship the five wounds of Christ. If I should feel pain in my arms, I can release them, but as soon as possible I put them back into the previous position. I offer this pain to the Lord! 
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C – position: I am standing. My hands are lifted up. My head is tilted back, mouth open. In the C position I experience closeness of God. I realize God’s majesty, but at the same time I perceive that I have no sin, I am hidden in Christ. I realize that I may call the Lord and Creator of the entire universe my Father. I know that with God nothing is impossible (cf. Mt 19:26). I pray for a concrete problem, or a person. “Do not doubt and believe!” (Mk 5:26) I call inwardly in faith, silently and intensively: aaaa - ba-ba-ba- …aaa… Father. I do not even have to pronounce it, I just do it with my breath. I thank at last: “Father, I thank You that You have heard me.” (Jn 11:41)

D – position: I sit down on heels and rest for a moment. I recall some person or a problem for which I want to pray in the next third and I repeat the points A, B, C, D again. I pray for it actively not until the point C. It is good to pray 2 hours all in all once a week (6 thirds). It is better when more people pray together.

BATTLE PRAYER      

   It is necessary to realize that when we pray for the fulfilment of God’s will in various matters, spiritual battles are taking place in the spiritual world. An example of a trust in God to us is Moses, Abraham, David, king Josaphat... When Moses held his hands up, the Israelites were winning, when he let his hands drop down, they were losing. Similarly, when God wanted to wipe out the entire nation for the sin of idolatry in the desert, Moses saved the nation with his prayer. Abraham in his prayer for Sodoma (see Gn 18:22n), David in his fight with Goliath, king Josaphat having won over three armies by faith and praise to the Lord, all these are examples of a living faith and a battle prayer. It is said that in the very moment when Israelites believed that the fight is not theirs, but God’s, the three armies of enemies destroyed one another, and they only took the spoil (see 2Par 20). Another example is king Hezekiah who prayed to God in a temple when Jerusalem was besieged and the following morning 185 thousand of dead were found around the ramparts (see 2Kings 19:35; 2Pa 32). Still other examples can be Esther, Judith, Gideon. Also first Christians, when they prayed for apostle Peter, an angel set him free from prison (see Acts 12). A similar miracle happened during the prayer of praise of apostle Paul with Silas in the Philippi… (see Acts 16:23n)

   How do we pray a battle prayer? It is divided into asking (petition) and thanks. 

Petition (10–15 minutes): (Hands lifted up) Two, three people, whole family, or a whole community repeat the sentence: “Heavenly Father, in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and God, we ask You... (a concrete request: e.g. for conversion of Peter).” (We repeat the sentence with one voice and try to mantain an inner unity one with another.) This is connected with the following promise: “If two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it shall be done for them by My Father who is in heaven.” (Mt 18:19) To remain concentrated and alert, and to avoid the prayer turn into some spiritless repetition, I can help myself as follows: I realize that I am now calling in unity e.g. with Paul present here: “Heavenly Father…” and this I am doing three times, then in unity with Mary, etc. Or I can repeat in thought the promise from the Scripture: “If you have faith, and doubt not, ...it shall be done to you!” (Mt 21:21) I keep this word in faith and say: “I do not doubt”, or: “Nothing is impossible with God”, “Lord, I believe You are Almighty! You can do it!” And I repeat with my mouth: “Heavenly Father…”

Thanks (10–15 minutes) We sing a simple melody and clap our hands. The best would be “I praise You, Lord, I praise with all my heart”, to the tune of “Laudato Si o mi Signore”:
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Singing, I first thank for what God has given to me, for the gift of life, for health, for the grace of conversion, for God’s Word, for healing, for protection from danger, for help God has provided to me in the past. I make a mosaic from concrete positive things which God has done in my life. Then I start to thank God that He will answer me even this time and in this matter. It happens very often that a biblical, living faith is achieved right at this point! We could write a whole book on heard prayers. Naturally, before I start to pray, or during the first minutes, I humble myself before God, entering His light I let Him purify me from various displays of pride, disobedience, criticism etc. “I desire that in every place men should pray, lifting up holy hands.” (1Tim 2:8) This prayer can equally be prayed as by little children so by older people. 

IV. QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

What about homosexuality? Putting this question to Jesus, He would not give us any psychological lecture, He would simply cast this unclean spirit out. The attitude of the Scripture is clear – for this sin Sodom and Gomorrah were expunged. Apostle Paul connects this matter with the sin of idolatry: “They (many groups and nations) exchanged the truth of God for the lie and worshipped and served the creature rather than the Creator (idolatry)… For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. Their women exchanged natural relations for unnatural, and the men likewise…” (Rom 1:25n) We should rather ask who has such an interest in this issue (of which any decent person is ashamed even to speak) to be enforced through massmedia and other pressures as something normal or even attractive beginning already with small children who are being claimed that everybody can freely choose his or her sexuality. This perverted thinking is against nature. We know about cases when father or mother during their studies occupied themselves with spiritism or magic and later on their child turned out to be bound with this unclean spirit of homosexuality. One can inherit it as a punishment for idolatry, or this spirit can be passed on man through one’s sympathy with or false toleration of homosexuality. People afflicted have to renounce the spirit of idolatry and homosexuality and keep the sixth and ninth commandments like other believers. 
What about feminism? Let us recall that when in paganism a girl was born, many times the father let her be killed. Nowadays it can be identified already in advance whether the child is to be a boy or a girl and so, according to the statistics, Hindus in India, mostly for the reason that they do not want girls, require them to be killed before their birth. 

The groups of Muslims in Ukraine have already demanded legalization of polygamy. 

On the other hand, in Christianity woman is given an equal dignity as man. She has an irreplaceable role in the family (as mother), and in the Church likewise. As to ordaining women priests – this is by no means a way of solving the crisis in the Church. What is vital is the preaching of the living Christ. The fact that in our churches there are usually more women, and often even none but women, is a sign of crisis that resulted from a lack of repentance. Women should pray and fight for the conversion of their husbands and children. They can also serve in communities through the gift of prophecy (cf. Lk 2:36n – Anna a prophetess). St. Catherine of Siena, St. Theresa the Great or the evangelical Mother Basilea had no comlexes about being women, and they were even more helpful to the Church than several bishops together. 

Woman in the family, even if she were more intelligent than man, has to learn to subordinate herself to her husband. As she is more sensitive to both positive as well as negative spirituality, she must be protected by her husband who is believing, has the spirit of truth and repentance and is himself a member of a vital community. In case she is single she is to be protected by a community where true Christianity is lived. Her sensitivity is a great gift but at the same time it is a danger, for through feelings she can easily open herself to false spiritualities. 

If it made no difference whether a priest is a man or a woman, then the first whom the Lord Jesus would charge with this service would be His Mother, because Her faith and devotion was bigger than of all the apostles. In present times the spirit of the world causes through feminism a decay of the society. This question being raised (and what is more, it is by people who do not have the Spirit of Christ but the spirit of this world), it is an unambiguous sign who has here an interest in instituting dangerous innovations instead of solving the relevant issues. This also refers to the issue of priest-celibacy in the Latin Church. The abolishment of celibacy would not bring a renewal, but rather a confusion. The only means how to renew the clergy is to upbring the new generation for a common life and cooperation and to prepare them for a spiritual revival, but also for an early persecution of the Church. However, a revival without rooting in a contemplative prayer is impossible. (see CCC 1577-78)

What about euthanasia? This is a murder or a self-murder and thus a grave sin. (see CCC 2276-79)

What about abortions? Killing of an unborn human being. (see CCC 2270-75, 2322-23)

What about adultery? It is a sin which enslaves and leads to a break-up of the family. One needs to repent of it. There is a rule: avoid a near occasion of sin. One should draw strength from a brotherly community, from prayer, from God’s Word, from the Sacrament of Penance… (see CCC 2380-81)

V. CONSTANT PRAYER (a prayer-fight)

CCC 2725: “The great figures of prayer of the Old Covenant before Christ, as well as the Mother of God, the saints, and He Himself, all teach us this: prayer is a battle. Against whom? Against ourselves, and against the wiles of the tempter who does all he can to turn man away from prayer, away from union with God. We pray as we live, because we live as we pray. If we do not want to act habitually according to the Spirit of Christ, neither can we pray habitually in His name. The ‘spiritual battle’ of the Christian’s new life is inseparable from the battle of prayer.” 

The prayer-fight began in 1988 on the Pentecost in the former Czechoslovak Republic and ended within a year on the same day. The whole nation was praying. The ‘guards’ of constant prayer were divided: Bohemia was praying from 1st to 10th day of month, Moravia from 11th to 20th and Slovakia from 20th to 30th(31st) day of month. We were praying for the vacant bishopric offices to be filled. God answered miraculously: on 17th November Prague went through a ‘velvet revolution’, Communism fell and within a few days the episcopal sees were filled. In 1995 there arose a new impulse to a prayer-fight in Slovakia. Since 1997 many groups have been praying having received a blessing by the bishops in Slovakia, but also in Czech Republic and Ukraine. In Slovak Republic there is a journal published each month (“Prayer-fight”) bringing personal testimonies to encourage all involved. 

Prayer-fight (constant prayer)

1) ‘Holy hour’ – from 20°° to 21°°. This is an hour when all members of the prayer-fight are praying. It is recommended that every Christian family pray this hour together at home. At 21°° priests are giving a blessing, in the first place to those who are praying. It would be good to bring to attention that sick people and those who are bound with slavery chains of the Evil Spirit (alcohol, playing-automats, unclean spirit, occult bonds) receive with a big faith the blessing at this hour. During the ‘holy hour’ and in the course of the ‘prayer-guards’ it is important to have a concrete intention to pray for. During the prayer it is necessary to be aware of God’s presence and of the truth that “with God nothing will be impossible” (Lk 1:37) and turn to Him with a vital faith. An example for us in this prayer can be Abraham, Jacob, Moses, Elijah, Nehemijah, Judith, Virgin Mary. It is possible to pray Holy Rosary or other prayers of the Church. 

2) ‘Prayer-guard’: One prayer-group consists of 23 people. Each member has one particular hour during the day as his ‘prayer-guard’ (from 8 to 9 p.m. – all members pray) – thus they pray for one week. There are three other prayer groups which pray during the next three weeks – each guard prays for one week. This rhythm is repeated all the year round. The changing of the guards is on Sunday evening, at 9 p.m. One member is responsible for the whole group. Everyone should have a list of the members of his prayer-group. 

It is not necessary but recommended: before starting a seven-day guard the group meets together, best on Sunday, and they make proposals what is important to pray for. It would be best if the prayers were fought for actual problems in the nearest neighbourhood (e.g. for one’s problems in the family or in work, for a conversion of a particular person, for a recovery, for a liberation from alcohol, for the spreading of sects being stopped in the neighbourhood and the like). In case there are more proposals the intention for the respective month (7 days) can be chosen by lot. After the end of the seven-day guard the group can share their experience from the prayer-fight (best on Sunday). 

CONCLUSION

You have received Jesus as your Lord and Saviour and thus renewed your baptismal covenant. Do you now want to follow Him, live your life with Him? Are you willing to suffer with Him and die a death of a martyr (bloody or bloodless)? Do you want as many souls as possible to be delivered from slavery of darkness and eternal death? Then you need to know Jesus and His teaching, the Gospel. All this is not possible without pure love. And this love you can best receive in a contemplative prayer. 

If the spiritual revival is to come to you, to people around you and to whole nation, you must resolve to do three following things: 

1) give one hour daily for a contemplative prayer

2) join the prayer-guards (constant prayers)

3) start keeping Sunday together with the converted Christians (see Word II)

Jesus’ call is sent to you as well: “Could you not watch with Me one hour (daily) at least?” My life decision: ONE HOUR DAILY WITH JESUS!

Pidhirci monastery 10th May 2005
II. WORD

A CRITIQUE ON THE HCT 

(HISTORIC-CRITICAL THEOLOGY)

This paper has originated in Ukraine at the time when Ukraine is opening itself to a strong influence from the west. Christianity in Ukraine is exposed to a, for the time being, slow, however a strong pressure, which affects the Church destructively not only externally but internally as well. There are many dangers of spiritual poisoning but the most cunning and the most dangerous is the spiritual poison called historic-critical theology – HCT. The question here really is eternal salvation or everlasting perdition of millions of souls for which the death of Christ and His sacrifice on Golgotha – owing to this influence (HCT) – would be in vain. It is the life or the spiritual death of the whole nation that are at stake here. 

We are sending this paper also to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Prefect – Joseph Cardinal J. Ratzinger, as an impulse to a fight against this heresy within the Church, on a Church-wide scale. 
Without a true conversion and a definite decision to follow Christ as well as an opening oneself fully to His Spirit, not only that we will not be able to fight, but on the contrary, we will receive the poison of the HCT and spread it further. These are not just phrases, this is a real fight, namely a spiritual fight (cf. Eph 6:11-19). May this paper open the eyes of many and give them an impulse to fight and endure mocking and suffering for Christ and His bleeding mystical body – the Church. May new and new groups of a constant prayer be created in Ukraine, that will fight for a protection and purification from the spiritual poison of the HCT, for a mission and a spiritual conversion and resurrection of Ukraine!
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PREFACE

In Christ’s times, religious spirits, that like parasites vegetated on what was God-given in the Church of the Old Testament, were acting through a common base – seeking one’s fame. The theologians opened for them were divided into scribes, Pharisees and Sadducees. Besides, even other religious spirits were destroying the Lord’s vineyard. All these got united and crucified our Lord! 

What does the Scripture say about the Sadducees? They did not believe in angels (neither good nor bad), did not believe in the resurrection from the dead, did not believe in any miracle. This spirit is the same as the spirit that nowadays in the Church is represented by the theologians of the historic-critical theology (HCT) who, in fact, deny the Divinity of Christ. They have a different gospel and a different spirit than the apostles Paul, John or other apostles had! The truth here is: “Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ is not His.” (Rom 8:9). “Even if an angel from heaven should preach any other gospel to you… let him be accursed!” (cf. Gal 1:5-9). It is possible to preach a different gospel, a different Christ, and to have a different spirit. However, this no longer leads to salvation, rather to condemnation! John the Apostle writes that many heretics who deny Christ have gone out into the world. He warns the believers against these antichrists, not to receive them into their house nor greet them and have thus any share in their heresy (cf. 2Jn 1). 

Nowadays, the HCT takes a pretension to scientifically explain the Scripture and thus also the whole Catholic teaching without subordinating itself to the authority and tradition of the Church in the affairs of teaching (dogmas) and morals. It is based on atheistic philosophy, does not believe in any miracle, covertly denies even Christ’s Resurrection, does not believe that Jesus is the true God and the true man, the only Saviour, in the way the Church has been teaching it for 2000 years. It has a new teaching in which Christ is divided into a historical Christ, and a Christ of faith that is said to have been imagined by the first community of believers. And this is already taught even in Ukraine. This old-new heresy has been spreading from the west through the studies of theology, and through theological literature, somewhere, regrettably to say, even with an imprimatur by the Church. If I accept the heresies proclaimed by the HCT, then actually, even though I am a professor or a student of theology, whether in Ukraine or in Rome, I am automatically internally excluded – for a covert heresy – from the Church community! This is not a triviality! 

The acting of the spirit of the HCT can be compared to a poisoning through potassium cyanide (cyancali). Cyancali gets chemically bound on oxygen blood receptors. This bond with a poison, which brings death, is much quicker and easier than a bond with oxygen, which brings life. Death is caused by a lack of oxygen. Similar is the effect of the spirit which is behind the HCT: it flatters the thinking of one’s old self, whose binding on the spirit of lie is quicker and easier than binding on the Word of God and the Spirit of truth. The natural, carnal man with his purely rational approach to the Holy Scripture, was always producing, and will be producing heresies and spreading them with easiness and great speed. Cyancali has a pleasant almond smell. Similarly, all heresies, including the HCT, pleasantly flatter the carnal man. After the use of cyancali, one is easily, mercilessly and quickly suffocated because one can no longer receive the vital oxygen from the air, may he even be breathing as much as he can. His organism is no longer able to inbuild, incorporate it into its structure. The same thing occurs with a student of theology or a reader of the HCT literature. Everyone who has opened himself and received in his soul the poison of the HCT, is no longer able to receive the living Word of God, and thus, through unbelief, a spiritual death comes. Dazed by a pleasant smell of the spiritual poison (heresy), behind which there is a spirit of lie and death (cf. Jn 8:44), one is innerly suffocated. 

St. Basil clearly shows that the Holy Scripture is given for life and everyone will be responsible for whether his life was directed by this dependence on God’s Word or not. Theologians of the HCT have no understanding of the Holy Scripture at all, and that attitude that the Fathers of the Church have, is completely strange to them. What is then the benefit of the HCT for the Church? May it at least be zero, but their influence is completely misleading and destructive, and brings an eclipse and death into the soul. 

For the Church not the issue of history is crucial, but the one of presence. History is to have just that position which is due to it, and be presented in a spirit subordinate to the basic line which is the glory of God and salvation of souls. Then it is to supplement this line, and not to dissolve it or substitute it by a completely irrelevant, totally misleading and artificially constructed solution to artificial problems, in which human pride is self-realized. 

If something like that should occur for example in agriculture, then the soil yields would no longer be decisive and instead of it one would just theorize, making up intellectual “top-level” problems, and the result would be inhabitants starved to death. For the Church the activity of liberal theologians (HCT) is the same as for agriculture would be a training of agronomists who would cultivate various species of pest, competing one with another, until they would infest all the crops so much that eventually they would cause a world famine. 

St. Basil is calling at the time when the Church is being internally destroyed by the heresy of arianism: “… The whole intelligence of those who are learned in word, is filled with a delusion of false and half-true assertions like an eye is full of dust. …All these people are overcome with an incurable epidemic of a crazy love for fame, so that every one longs to be higher than the other, but in fact, at the same time their ship is sinking to the bottom of a terrible depth. …Every border-line (dogma) set by the Fathers of the Church has been moved, every fundament, every strong-hold of a sound view of the true faith has been shattered… unless our enemy attacks us first, then a friend by our side will hurt us…”. Such a state is there even nowadays, however, by this time many cannot see it – they got spiritually blind!

I. A CONVERSION OF A STUDENT OF R. BULTMANN

Professor Eta Linnemann (further prof. L.) gives this testimony: “Why I am saying: ‘No!’ to the historic-critical theology? As a student of Rudolf Bultmann and E. Fuchs, F. Gogarten and G. Ebeling, in this field I had the most qualified teachers to offer me the historic theology. In any other way I did not come off badly, too. My first book became a best-seller. I worked as a regular professor of theology and methodics of catechization at the University of Technology in Braunschweig. After a habilitation I was named a honourable professor of the New Testament at the Faculty of Theology of Philips University in Marburg and accepted as a member of The Association for the Study of the New Testament. I enjoyed the growing esteem from my colleagues. Spiritually anchored in the HCT, I was absolutely convinced that by my theological work I was serving God and contributing to the preachment of the Gospel. However, later, on the basis of particular observations and information, as well as getting to know it by myself, I had to admit that such work did not serve the preachment of the Gospel. 

The atheistic historical science has a term ‘pou stoo’, making one treat the Word of God without occupying oneself with it. And this is still called theology - speaking about God! This perversity is enormous. God’s revelation is to be ‘professionally’ and ‘indeed separately’ learnt in a way when God is spoken about no more, when God is no more worshipped as God and noone gives thanks to Him. God’s children, one generation after another, those who were willing and eager to serve God, those we let ‘go through fire’ and sacrificed them to this Moloch of the atheistic theology. The result is generations of deceived deceivers. When will we finally get converted and leave this idolatry? Who once starts going this way of godlessness, is no longer free in his decisions; there is something or someone that forces him. This pressure is not just exerted through practised methods. This is demonic powers, under the pressure of which falls everyone who starts going this way. From that moment one is no longer free but under the control of an irresistible power. 

I irrevocably consider as rubbish all that I had taught and written before I opened my life to Jesus. Here I would like to use the opportunity and bring to Your notice that I condemned my books ‘Gleichnisse Jesu’ and ‘Studien zur Passions-Geschichte’ as well as my contributions in magazines and textbooks. Whatever of this I had in my house, in 1978 I carried to rubbish by myself and I ask you sincerely: If there is still something of it in your bookcase, do the same.” 

5th July 1985              Prof. Dr. Eta Linnemann

II. THE HCT TRANSFORMS THE THINKING OF STUDENTS

Prof. L. writes: - “Producing hypotheses when studying the Old and New Testaments, is a system which stabilizes itself. 

· It is an idle playing with God’s Word; it does not ask for God, though a single researcher may be convinced that he thus serves God. He puts therein much work and endeavour – for these researchers a 60-hour working week is quite normal, and this is for all their life, as much as their physical and mental powers can withstand. 

· On the basis of his work, a professor of theology necessarily comes to a conclusive conviction that it is not possible to understand God’s Word unless one adopts the system of hypotheses of the Old and the New Testament science. He is really convinced of it and therefore able to mediate this conviction to his auditors as well. Since these ‘research results’ gained due to a long-life work, can never be adopted in the same extent by students, these then become puzzled and get into a dependence. 

The conviction that was inoculated to the theologian, namely that only the historic-critical theology can decode the Holy Scripture, is passed by him further to his community, where he teaches how to short-circuit, in the way he learnt it himself at the university. The more effort it cost him to acquire this knowledge, the more precious it became for him. Besides, it brings him a credit that he stands as a ‘specialist’ in front of his students or community members. A simple occupation with God’s Word leading him to become a doer of the Word, will not win him such a tribute. 

Nowhere things are ‘believed’ so much as in the study of theology (HCT). Though individual hypotheses are based on arguments, still an average or even an eagerer student accepts 80-90% of these hypotheses without being able to evaluate or consider the arguments, and 40-50%, maybe more, without knowing these arguments at all. 

The recognized hypotheses of the HCT are theoretically not put on an equal level with reality, though, in practical use this is so, it means they are treated as if they were realities. Who thus adopts them in his mind, is then formed and transformed by them. That is why the risk of the study of theology is quite big, because these changes are happening unavoidably and unobservably. One breathes in an atmosphere which is deadly as carbon monoxide, and the one who keeps staying in there, cannot recognize it anyway. If the Churches are conditioning the access to the office of a parish-priest exclusively according to a regulated study at these theological faculties, thereby at the same time they actually make these faculties, as they are, have in this case a clear conscience. How great responsibility every bishop has in front of God, students and God’s people when by his silence he is giving a consent to the spread of the HCT at theological faculties and in the diocese! 

The literature given at a disposal in seminary and university libraries is filtred in advance. More often than not, Christian literature of the authors faithful to the Bible is taboo. The production of many such publishers is already beforehand considered inadmissible. 

- Essentially, the HCT causes a loss of faith which is but specially called a ‘crisis of faith’, with a hidden meaning, as if the question here was its development or improvement, and not its degradation as the reality shows. A professor at a theological faculty said to his students: ‘After a certain period of time you will encounter a crisis of faith. But this is normal. After having gone through this crisis (note: that means after having lost the saving faith), you will get a new view not only of the Holy Scripture and the Church, but of other religions as well.’ Face to face with the pressure of information, it is difficult to preserve a sound understanding of the Word of God since it is disqualified as ‘unscholarly’. A student believer often meets with an opposition from the side of the teacher, which can be recognized from these methods of playing:

Condescension: ‘Don’t worry, you will be learning it later!’ 

Temptation: ‘But still, take this standpoint at least theoretically!’ 

Misleading: ‘Is your faith really so weak and your trust in God so small that you do not even want to give attention to these ideas?’

In this way a student is led to adopt those ideas that oppose to what he learnt in God’s Word beforehand. 

· At the same time, the student is exposed to a great pressure of the group. The colleagues, especially those from higher classes, or those who are exceptionally endowed, are ‘co-educators’ and significant co-bearers of this socialization. The student believer who due to his different attitude towards the Word of God is not willing to accept certain methods or results of the HCT, is usually discriminated. He is ridiculed, mocked and treated as an outsider. 

· The more the student is initiated into the historic-critical thoughts, the more he gets estranged from people with whom he was joined in faith before. ‘They can no longer speak together’ and he finds it difficult to listen to them. He can understand them no longer and they cannot understand him. He gets into isolation and is in a risk of becoming conceited. The more accessible he then becomes to the group pressure of the teachers and colleagues. 

· The student has to write and present such papers in which he is to prove that he has sufficiently adopted the way of work of the HCT. He is under a pressure which forces him to think, speak and write in a historic-critical way. This leads to substantial changes in his thinking and in his faith. He is no longer himself. His treatment of the Word of God is radically changed. All that he learnt in his studies is put in front of the Word of God and obstructs his access to it.” (note: If there only existed such system at theological faculties that could push one to holiness so much as the HCT – let us say it frankly – is pushing to hell! If only students could change their thinking according to the Gospel as Christ asks (Mk 1:15). If only they were no longer themselves but Christ could live in them at last (c.f. Gal 2:20).)

Twenty years ago noone would even have thought of theology being studied by women, neither of it being studied by laymen. And it is them who are most influenceable to become bearers and spreaders of the HCT infection! 

Right in the first week of their study at theological faculty (in Ukraine), the new women-theologians were given a task to think over the text from John 2nd chap. – the wedding in Cana of Galilee – and to clarify that no miracle happened there, that it simply was natural, that in fact, Jesus did not make water become wine. Yet, if they are going to train intellect in this way, proceeding even further, and analyze all miracles, including the Resurrection of Christ, then the greatest miracle will be when they do not lose the saving faith! After the miracle in Cana it is said: “And His disciples believed in Him.” But what about these poor children? These will lose their faith! 
An example from Prague: At an exam in moral theology, seminarists were to write on the topic of homosexuality. One of the students quoted a classic part from the Epistle to the Romans. The professor did not let him pass this exam arguing that in the Scripture there is no mention of homosexuality. The student asked him: “Then what is it that is spoken about when it says here: ‘…their women exchanged natural relations for unnatural, and the men likewise gave up natural relations with women…’ (Rom 1:25-27).” The professor insisted that these were only the images of the student, that there was nothing about homosexuality there, because this was what the scientific exegesis of the HCT was claiming. 

A testimony from Warsaw: When the professor began to teach the heresies of the HCT, a certain student objected that this was not the teaching of the Catholic Church. The professor smiled and said that at the beginning when he had come across the HCT, he himself also had big problems and also it had not been easy for him, but when he had gone through that crisis, he had come to a conclusion that the HCT opened the door not only to the interpretation of the Scripture but of the whole theology as well. He promised that next time he would give a lecture on that topic. He did; however, after two hours the student said: “Professor, you still have not persuaded me”, and raised several questions and arguments. The professor got offended and showed that any discussion was inadmissible, for it is him who must always be right. Here it came to an end. The student was aware; if he wanted to finish his studies, he had to be silent, and though studying at a Catholic university, he could not defend Catholic faith! Simply, now the time and the spirit are different, he understood. 

A testimony from Prague: “During my studies at the school of social pedagogy and theology, I often met with a phenomenon that someone was going through a ‘crisis of faith’. I came across this ‘magical term’ for the first time at the beginning of my studies, when ThDr. M.R. (a lecturer on the Old and New Testaments) – de facto a leading person of the school – told us that in the course of the second or third year of study a student goes through a ‘crisis of faith’. She said that this was a period necessary for the life of faith, a kind of beginning of a ‘sound’ view of the issues of faith, of Christianity, that one must build his faith on a solid foundation which in the case of our school was the HCT. The person going through the ‘crisis of faith’ was viewed as ‘untouchable’, all around just ‘tiptoed’, s/he had talks with ThDr. M.R. where s/he got all problems ‘clarified’. At the beginning of studies, one friend coming from a genuine Catholic family tried to oppose ThDr. M.R. in her theories (grounded in the HCT), however, some time after he had to resign (due to his lack of acquaintance with the Scripture and teaching of the Church) and finally he received the teaching of the HCT. The classmates, mainly girls, who came here as believers with a desire to devote to social work and at the same time to learn something from theology and from the Bible, after having gone through the so-called crisis of faith, changed beyond recognition: breviaries and Bibles on desks were exchanged by cigarettes, or by liberal literature, entering the school they adopted manners of, gently speaking, loose morals, started drinking alcohol, smoking, dressing extravagantly etc. ‘They found the way...’ (or so to speak got mature).”

III. THE DECALOGUE OF THE HCT

1. The reality of God is excluded already beforehand.

Some researchers admit Him, however, this is not the living God who created, maintains and manages all creation. 

Response: St. Pius X. in his encyclical Pascendi Dominici Gregis writes: “They are blind, indeed, and leading the blind, those men, swollen with the proud name of ‘science’, so far they have gone in their foolishness that they are distorting the long-standing conception of the truth and the true meaning of the Christian religion, and are establishing a new system. Leaving the saints and the Apostolic tradition, the result is now a seeking for (and propagation of) different, bad, ungrounded and uncertain, ecclesiastically unauthorized teaching.”

2. God’s Word and the Church are no longer the supreme authority, there is a “principle of science”. 

This principle of a so-called scientism is represented by artificial hypotheses and theories of the HCT. Cardinal J. Ratzinger gives a response: “The exegesis which no longer lives or reads the Bible within the living body of the Church, is turning into an archeology: the dead are burying their own dead. In any case, studying the Scripture in this way, the last word as to the Word of God no more belongs to the authority of legitimate shepherds, the Magisterium of the Church, but rather to experts, various professors, with their constantly changing conclusions!”

3. The Bible and Christian faith are on an equal level with pagan religions and their “sacred” writings.

Prof. Linnemann gives a response: “Ranking the Bible in such way is an artificial product, having originated from turning away from the living God. In the HCT, the term ‘Holy Scripture’ is religionistically relativized. So, according to the HCT, we are not allowed to assume in advance that the Bible is the true and the only Holy Scripture! However, at the same time one is overlooking the fact that through such comparisons God’s Word is reduced just to religious images and theological terms!”

4. According to the HCT, the Bible is not the Word of God. 

The New Testament is put into a contrast with the Old Testament, this leading up to a suspicion that God of the New Testament is not the same, because as they say Jesus brought a new conception of God. Paul is confronted with James. It is also claimed that Paul from the Acts of the Apostles is not identifiable with Paul who wrote the Epistles to the Romans, Corinthians, Galatians etc., the Acts of the Apostles are often valued as a literary form only, Luke is not taken seriously, the Epistles to the Ephesians and Colossians have been labelled as false…

Since the HCT does not believe in the Scripture as having been inspired by God, then it does not even accept the fact that individual books of the Scripture complement one another. The HCT views them as merely literary or theological works, ones that are giving us no promises and no obligations, as ones that are two or three thousand years old, written by ancient authors for ancient readers. 

What is the response of the Church as to the inspiration and unity of the Scripture? CCC 136: “God is the author of Sacred Scripture because He inspired its human authors; He acts in them and by means of them. He thus gives assurance that their writings teach without error His saving truth.” CCC 140: “The unity of the two Testaments (New and Old) proceeds from the unity of God’s plan and His Revelation. The Old Testament prepares for the New and the New Testament fulfills the Old; the two shed light on each other; both are true Word of God.” 

5. The HCT is a new Magisterium, the only one to interpret the Scripture. 

Bultmann and his school of the HCT regard themselves as a new Magisterium which is the only one that in the name of “science” has the right to interpret the Scripture. At the same time, it denies the real Magisterium, the Apostolic and Church tradition and their relation to the Holy Scripture. The CCC (art. 85) gives an answer to this: “The task of giving an authentic interpretation of the Word of God, whether in its written form or in the form of Tradition, has been entrusted to the living, teaching office of the Church alone.” Though a direct approach to the Scripture is not denied by the HCT, still it is regarded as subjective and dilettante. A thorough exegesis destined for other people has to be methodically interpreted according to the HCT rules only. Noone else can “correctly” understand the meaning of the Bible. 

Is it then, after that all, still possible for a Catholic believer to read his Bible without occupying himself with complicated exegetic questions? Cardinal J. Ratzinger gives the following answer: “Certainly, every Catholic must be confident in believing that his faith (in union with the faith of the Church) is superior to any new Magisterium of specialists, intellectuals. It is a prejudice of an evolutionistic origin when one claims that a text can be understood just on the basis of the study of its origin and evolution. Today, the same as yesterday, rules of the faith are in no case based on revealing Biblical sources and layers (whether these are true or just hypothetic), rather on the Bible as such, as it has been read in the Church from the time of our Saint Fathers up to this day. It was the faithfulness to reading the Bible this way that gave us saints who were often uneducated and no specialists in exegesis. And still, it was them who understood the Scriptures best.” 

6. What is written in the Bible, could in no case be in the way it is written there.

Working with a “Biblical text”, an exegete concentrates on inventing and solving “problems”. The better the exegete is, the more inventive he will be in this area. For if he as a professor wants to be good for something, he must “win a name”. It is his duty, unless he wants to be a thief who receives his professorial salary for nothing. He is under a pressure: he has to endeavour after his reputation among people, even if in his nature he is not ambitious at all. 

Prof. E. Linnemann testifies: “My former colleagues are in their nature mostly humble and modest, as I like to say about them. However, in the system of university theology they are under a pressure to win a good name for themselves and strive for an acknowledgement by people.”
A student of theology who has not yet completely suppressed the need of human acknowledgement is under the same pressure. No wonder that many believing students of theology soon have serious problems with faith. It is often the case that they are turning away from faith without even noticing it. There is always something they recall from what they have learnt – this simply cannot be otherwise. They are taught: “the pastoral letters are not by Paul”, “of course the author of John’s Gospel is not the John of Zebedee”, “the five books of Moses are not his but they were collected from different sources”. Whoever has not learnt this till the sixth term, is generally considered “thick-witted”.

7. The HCT defines what in the Bible is a truth and what is a lie – myth.

Only this very attitude by itself is offensive, even demonic. Spiritual is judged naturally. “The natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit for they are foolishness to him; he is not able to understand them because they are discerned only by the Spirit of God.” (1Cor 2:14-15). All that is supernatural, that means all the miracles, is considered to be a lie – myth. The almightiness of God is given no account. Also the wonders that are done nowadays, and are authentically evidenced and medically proved, are denied. Behind the HCT is a spirit of atheism which lies and distorts the truth. 

8. Separating the Church from the Scripture.

The essence of the saving faith is the Word of God which is preserved in the Bible and is protected and interpreted by the Church. Cardinal J. Ratzinger says: “The tie between the Church and the Bible has been broken. This separation began (two) centuries ago in the Protestant sphere, from where it has recently penetrated even to the circles of Catholic theologians. What is meant by this is the historic-critical interpretation of the Scripture (HCT). Separating the Church and the Scripture creates a tendency to acquire knowledge from each of them apart. However, without an authentic Biblical basis, the Church, in fact, becomes a casual historical product, one of many organizations with a merely human organizational frame. On the other hand, neither the Bible without the Church is the Word of God, but only a collection of literary monuments from various historical sources, a collection of heterogeneous books out of which one can choose anything that fits his actual needs.”

9. According to the HCT, Jesus is neither God nor the Saviour.

With the young generation of theologians, one can more and more observe a socialistic hotbed. Instead of the God’s plan of salvation and eternal redemption in Jesus Christ, there came human endeavours to make the world better. They are decorated with freely selected words of so-called “historical Jesus” who according to the method of play is interpreted either as a social reformer or as a revolutionist. The title “the Son of man” in Mk 2:28 is interpreted simply as “the man”. Jesus’ sitting at table with tax collectors and sinners (Mk 2:15-17) is taken as an evidence that He reformed the unjust social structures, and that we are to follow Him this way. 

Cardinal J. Ratzinger says: “This is a dubious Christology in which the human nature of Jesus is one-sidedly emphasized. The Divine made one with the human nature in one and the same man is darkened, concealed or treated insufficiently. One could see therein as if a return to the ancient Arian heresy. Naturally, one would nowadays hardly manage to find a ‘Catholic’ theologian that would openly deny the old formula which says that Jesus is the Son of God. They will all be claiming that they accept it, however, at the same time they will add in what sense it should be understood. And it is right here where one often operates with various diversities which not unfrequently lead to a reduction of faith in Christ as God. As I have already said, Christology, when separated from supernatural ecclesiology or when remaining on a mere sociological level, leads to a loss of the divine dimension. It has a tendency to split into a kind of ‘Jesus Project’, into a project of purely historical, that means human salvation. Bultmann’s ‘historical Jesus’ is abysmally different from the (so-called) Christ of faith.” (This teaching about historical Christ and Christ of faith is a heresy condemned by the Church long time ago.)

10. The Ten Commandments (Decalogue), according to the HCT, are no longer in force. 

The Old Testament is far-reachingly pushed aside as something with which we have nothing to do. It is conceived either complexly or partially as a kind of spiritual construction which is a product of the patriarchal social structures and manufactural relations of that time, whose task was to justify and stabilize them. According to this theory, the Ten Commandments are not obligatory for us. 

Is nowadays the Decalogue no longer obligatory and does it touch us no more? 

A response from the Catechism: “The Ten Commandments are obligatory for Christians and the justified man is bound to keep them.” (CCC 2068) “Noone can dispense from them!” (CCC 2072) “Far from being abolished, (the Commandments) have received amplification and development from the fact of the coming of the Lord in the flesh.” (CCC 2063)

This is a teaching of the Church.

After reading the “new Decalogue”, given by the “new Magisterium”, man is shocked by pride manifesting itself with an arrogance of those who want to have themselves called teachers of the Christian faith. On the other hand, he also gets astonished at the Christians, who are a royal people, but unfortunately, they let themselves be guided by a different kind of pride, namely by the fear of being mocked. And so we Christians become so silly that for fear of being considered unscholar and uneducated, we let ourselves be deceived, and remain silent. 

It reminds of one fairy-tale: The imperial palace was visited by two cheats who suggestively explained that they were the greatest experts in sewing and that they would make a beautiful dress for the emperor, one that had never been made by anyone. The emperor agreed and the cheats began their “work”. When courtiers came to check them, they could see that the cheats only pretended to be sewing, having no cloth. The clever fellows briskly clarified that the cloth they were using could be seen only by those who were really on a high scholar and intelligence level, noone else could see it. At once, all courtiers, one more than the other, began to glorify such a “precious” cloth. They told it also to the emperor. So on Sunday, when the emperor, with a large procession, was walking through the town in his new “dress”, accompanied by the sound of fanfares and by a general admiration of all courtiers and serfs (because everyone was acquainted with the conditions upon which the emperor’s precious dress could be seen), something unexpected happened… Quite a small child from the crowd cried out: “Emperor is naked!” At that moment as if the eyes of all opened - “Really, he is naked!” And with this big fiasco all was ended.

This tale characterizes two types of pride – the arrogance of the HCT on the one hand, and the fear of being mocked on the other (especially among the students of theology and Christian intellectuals). In the whole Church it should be cried at last: “The HCT is naked, does not have the Spirit of God, does not have eternal life, on the contrary, it is bringing death!” But naked in front of God is also the one who has opened himself to it, and who defends it, even if he holds a high position in the Church. The fairy-tale does not explain further the terrible consequences of the HCT for the Church, namely a decay of the saving faith, and the salvation of millions of immortal souls left at the mercy of this decay. Because we had been avoiding the true repentance for all kinds of reasons, God allowed as a punishment that those who were openly denying the essential truths of faith, took high positions in the Church. The reason why the spirit of the HCT gained control almost over the whole Church is that we did not turn from the spirit of the world and from the sin in us (1Cor 15:56), and did not receive the Spirit of truth and repentance! To our big shame, we have to admit that we are naked and miserable (Rev 3:17), that we let ourselves be deceived by spiritual cheats of the HCT. Because we drove out the Holy Spirit who was convicting us of sin (Jn 16:8-9), therefore, we have got blind and coward! Blind to see the systems of lie and coward to call things by their real names. When are we going to repent as individuals and as the whole Church as well?!

“…when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, you shall be My witnesses.” (Acts 1:8) 

How did the Church arise? Our Lord Jesus Christ said: “When the Holy Spirit has come upon you, you shall be witnesses to Me.” (Acts 1:8)

Who is a witness? A witness is the one who in person was present at some event, in person experienced it. It is never possible to call someone a witness if he did not meet the person to whom he is to be a witness. 

That is why the Holy Spirit has been given, that whoever opens his heart to Him, could meet Jesus. In other words, the Holy Spirit makes people become witnesses to Jesus, that means that Jesus is present in the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit guides into the presence of Jesus, opens the inner eyes and ears of man, to make him see through the living Word of God all that Jesus has done and is doing for him, and thus save him for eternal life. 

The Church, it is then the witnesses to Jesus, those who live from His presence. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of truth. In no other spirit is Jesus present – neither in the spirit of the world, nor in the spirit of lie, heresy or science is Jesus present, noone can find Him there, meet Him, this spirit will never make anyone a witness to Jesus, for Jesus is simply not there. 

We are asking: Do the professors of the HCT witness to Jesus in power? Not at all! On the contrary, they covertly cast doubt even upon the most essential truths of the faith. And if they are no witnesses to Jesus, it means that they still have not opened themselves to the power from on high – to the Holy Spirit – so they are only formal members of the Church, and they still have not truly become a living part of Jesus’ Church. But then, how can they hold there the office of teachers? What happened? In his Letter to Roman bishops, as if St. Basil characterized the situation we are in: “…however, the present state is harder and sadder, and requires more attention. We are not looking at physical slavery, but at the fact that souls are being taken in captivity, which day after day is being caused by defenders of heresy. Unless you stand up without hesitation to defend us, you will soon find no men to whom you could lend a saving hand, because all will have got in the bondage of heresy. The pernicious seed of this heresy was earlier sown by the evil-doing Arius, and due to the efforts of many who were endeavouring after its growth, it has rooted so much that it is already bearing its deadly fruits. For the teaching of the true faith is in ruins and the Church decrees have been turned to nothing… …Therefore, we are urging you to send someone to the Churches on the east, one who would remind us what kind of reward is prepared for those who persevere in tribulations for Christ…”

IV. Six condemned heresies of the HCT (from the encyclical by St. Pius X.)

The Modernism as well as the HCT claim: “One cannot prove the Divinity of Jesus Christ from the Gospel!” - heresy № 27.
Jesus was casting out demons, healing the sick, rising the dead, doing various other wonders, was raised up from the dead as an evidence that He is the Son of God. The whole Gospel and the whole New Testament are a testimony that Jesus is the true God and the true man. 

Heresy № 29: “The (historical) Christ, as illustrated in history, stands deeply under the Christ that represents an article of faith.” This is a heresy which is condemned by the Pope St. Pius X., and is nowadays proclaimed by the HCT. The question here is the heretic allegation about the existence of a Christ of history and a Christ of faith. 

Heresy № 31: “The teaching about Christ, as presented by Paul, John as well as by the general Councils of Nicaea, Ephesus and of Chalcedon, is not the teaching preached by Jesus, but one which the Christian consciousness created about Him.”

This is a lie on the one hand and a heresy condemned by St. Pius X. on the other. 

John the Apostle was an eye-witness of Jesus’ life. Paul the Apostle likewise met Christ, passed the teaching preached by Him, and due to his testimony he went even to death. In 325, the Council of Nicaea confirmed the veracity of the testimony of the Gospels and of the New Testament. Besides, the Council re-confessed the essential truth of the faith that Christ is the true God and the true man (CCC 465), and condemned the heresy of Arius who was denying the Divinity of Christ. The Council of Ephesus condemned the Nestorian heresy and formulated that the subject of the human nature of Christ is only the person of the Son of God (CCC 466). In 451, the Council of Chalcedon confirmed again the essential truth of the Gospel that Jesus is the true God and the true man (CCC 467). 

Heresy № 16: “John’s writings are said to be not a real history but rather a mystical contemplation of the mystery of salvation without historical reality.”
Again, a lie and a condemned heresy. John the Apostle had no mystical dreams, he was an eye-witness of the life of Christ, of His death and resurrection. So-called Johnian letters and Johnian theology are an artificial product of the HCT, with an aim to depreciate the author as well as the obligation of his gospel and of his epistles.

Heresy № 36: “The resurrection of the Saviour is not a real historical event but an unproved and unprovable phenomenon…, which has been gradually derived by the Christian consciousness.”

This article was also condemned by St. Pius X. However, today this heresy is being further proclaimed through the HCT. From the book by Trutwin “Eine Einführung in die Welt der Bibel” (the book has an imprimatur by the Church and is used for the lectures at theological faculties) we quote: “Resurrection… cannot be proved by any scientific procedure, it is based on a credibility of witnesses only… But the first witnesses did not experience (the moment of) the resurrection.” What to add? During the night a patient died in hospital. But we insist: His death cannot be scientifically proved because in the moment of the death noone was present, so even those who found him dead in the morning are not credible witnesses. Ergo - it is not true that he is dead! Even a little child will laugh at such silliness; however, the “scientific” theology of the HCT is making up such foolishments continually. This is its main task. 

“The mystery of Christ’s resurrection is a real event, with manifestations that were historically verified, as the New Testament bears witness.” (CCC 639)

Heresy № 12: “If an exegete wants to get occupied with Biblical studies, first of all he must put aside any prejudice of a supernatural origin of the Scriptures, and cannot interpret the Bible in a different way than other, purely human monuments.”

This heresy has been condemned; however, nowadays it is being proclaimed at theological faculties in full measure through the HCT.

What does the Catechism (CCC) write about the Holy Scripture? “God is the author of Sacred Scripture.” (105), “God inspired the human authors of the sacred books.” (106), “The inspired books teach the truth.”(107)

“The Second Vatican Council indicates three criteria for interpreting Scripture in accordance with the Spirit who inspired it” (CCC 111):

a) First, “be especially attentive ‘to the content and unity of the whole Scripture’” (112).

b) Then, “read the Scripture within ‘the living Tradition of the whole Church’”(113).

c) “Be attentive to ‘the analogy of faith’” (the coherence of the truths of faith) (114).

V. CARDINAL J. RATZINGER ABOUT THE HCT


Like the Horse of Troy, the historic-critical theology has passed from liberal Protestantism into the Catholic Church. Already at the beginning of the 20th century, by the influence of the spiritual background which is hidden behind the HCT, arose in the Catholic Church a spiritual trend called Modernism. The Pope St. Pius X. issued the encyclical Pascendi Dominici Gregis (1907), through which that spirit of death and atheism was unmasked and the Catholic Church got officially separated from it. About a half of professors and students were expelled from theological faculties and seminaries, and for a few years there came a revival of the Church, through a living relation to Christ (first Fridays, a devotion to the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus). However, after Vatican Council II., this spirit returned to the Church again, and now through the theological faculties it struck a majority of priests, of religious, as well as of the Church as a whole. Here a total decay of the Catholic teaching and a mass apostasy from Christianity (especially from Catholic one) began to impend. The spirit which is behind the HCT is, in fact, atheistic, it separates and destroys all that is spiritually living in the Church. 

Cardinal J. Ratzinger: “Due to its merely human character (dimension), the HCT can interpret the Scripture only in its historical dimension, but never in its actual religious demands.”

What does it mean, as is stated above, that “(it) can interpret the Scripture only in its historical dimension”? As far as historical dimension is not interrelated with philosophy, it can be enriching. Unfortunately, the HCT does not use objective natural information to serve a deeper understanding of the Scripture. If it does use them, then only as a trap to the adoption of a new thinking and of a new (atheistic) spirit! A murderer, when luring his victim, hides his purpose. Certain truths in the mind, heart and the mouth of the murderer are fatal for the lured victim. “The HCT does not interpret the Word of God disinterestedly and objectively, not even in its historical dimension” – this is the experience of prof. Linnemann!

The Cardinal J. Ratzinger further says: “The HCT cannot interpret the Word of God in its religious demands.” However, the HCT as a “new Magisterium” is making the highest and infallible pretension to obligatorily interpret (in its atheistic spirit) not only the Scripture but also all the essential truths of Christian and Catholic doctrine (dogmata – articles of faith).

The Cardinal J. Ratzinger continues: “Where this interpretation forgets its boundaries, it becomes illogical and thus also unscientific.” But the HCT consciously “forgets” its boundaries almost everywhere. “The HCT forgets that the Bible as a message can in the dimension of presence and future be understood only in the living connection with the Church… The HCT has broken the tie between the Bible and the Church.” 

The Holy Spirit is not only the true author but also the interpreter (exegete) of the Bible! The HCT has taken possession of the role of the Holy Spirit, but this is nothing new, “for even Satan transforms himself into an angel of light and so do his ministers” (2Cor 11:13-15). There is really a spirit behind the HCT, yet, it is not the Holy Spirit, but the spirit of lie and death! He, as the first exegete, manifested himself already in Eden, and the fruit of his exegesis was death! In the desert likewise, he interpreted the Scripture to our Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus told him: “Away with you, Satan!” (Mt 4:10). The same He said to Peter who was not mindful of the things of God, but of the things of man (Mt 16:23). And the same words can be referred to all exegetes of the HCT together with their “scientific” method! 

The Cardinal J. Ratzinger continues: “Following the HCT, the Scripture is no longer read with a respect to the tradition of the Church and with the Church, rather in the sense of modern exegetic methods which are presented as scientific.” These methods have nothing in common with a solid science, these are simply philosophical norms which are to be adopted. The basic rule of the HCT is that God is not taken into account at all – it “is mindful of the things of man only”. The HCT authoritatively wants to interpret the Word of God, but the Word of God has a mostly spiritual dimension. The HCT does not believe in any miracle, does not believe that Jesus is the Son of God, God from God, Light from Light…

Prof. L. adds to this: “It has been decided to stand in an opposition to the Word of God as the revealed truth, and to stand on the side of the wisdom of this world which in essence is atheistic, even though it is holding the form of religion or taking God’s name in its mouth. This method is not scientific, but demagogic. Demagogical hypothesizing (must be accepted as an evidence without any criticism), this is the (main) principle of the HCT. The Word of God tells us that God manages the destinies of nations; historical science is already in advance reluctant to even think of a possibility of God’s acting in history – and this atheistic, antichristian ‘science’ is acknowledged by the historic-critical theology as the only factually correct approach to God’s Word. Everyone who wants to be regarded as theologically learned, must accept it.”

In her book An Original or a Fake, prof. L. says: “To reach an academic level in theology, I must dare to give a space for atheism in my mind. Pious feelings are kindly allowed to me but my thinking has to follow the principal atheistic conviction and to proceed ‘methodically’ – ut si Deus non daretur. It is a perversion!
Both historic-critical theology and historical science are based on a lie. Science here, actually, is not a synonym of truth, but a rebellion against God which unjustly suppresses the truth. The acquired true knowledge is broken and distorted by a lie.”

So, prof. L. herself testifies that this so-called science, or better a pseudoscience, is based on lies, is a rebellion against God and suppresses the truth. That much as to the seeming scientism of the HCT. When on the base of the HCT, in the name of a so-called science, the Bible is separated from the Church, then, as is further said by the Cardinal J. Ratzinger: “Such ‘independent’ reading will finally result in a contrary of the benefit expected. To a reader reading in the sense of a critical exegesis interpretation, the handed-down faith of the Church no longer seems to be an acceptable base of Christianity.”

VI. TOPICALITY OF THE ENCYCLICAL BY ST. PIUS X.: PASCENDI DOMINICI GREGIS

Cardinal J. Ratzinger: “From this subjective untraditional comprehension of the teaching of the Church, dogma is often considered to be an unbearable prison. However, here one is leaving out of account that dogmatic definition is, vice versa, a service to the truth, a gift to the believers from the authority appointed by God. Dogmas (the wall that protects the sheep from the wolves) are not a wall which would obstruct our view, on the contrary, they are like opened windows through which we can freely look to infinity.”

To the question of the journalists whether there are any heretics even nowadays, the Cardinal J. Ratzinger replies: “The canon 751 says: ‘Stubbornly denying the truth which after receiving the baptism is to be believed by divine and Catholic faith, or stubbornly doubting about this truth, is called heresy.’ And the canon 1364 further determines that a heretic falls in excommunication ‘latae sententiae’ the same as an apostate.”… “Stubborn denying and stubborn doubting, which the Codex is speaking about, can no more be found in an open form nowadays…”

St. Pius X. writes: “Modernists (the present-day HCT) claim that it is necessary to admit that sacred books have a kind of life development that originated from the development of faith and corresponds with it. It further claims that the traces of the development are so clear, that it is even possible to write its history. And indeed, they write it and that with such sureness that it seems as if they saw each of the writers with their own eyes. To confirm their teaching, they refer to a so-called critique of the text, trying to prove that this or that statement is not in place or giving other similar reasons. Certainly you would say that in front of their eyes they had some original patterns of discourse or speech according to which they would exactly determine what is in place and what is not…Who hears how much incorrectnesses they found recorded there, can easily believe that noone had ever read or studied the Holy Scripture before them. However, before them there was a whole scale of scholars who far surpassed them in talent, education and holiness of life. And these humble scholars not only that did not degrade the Holy Scripture, but on the contrary, the more carefully they were searching into it, the more earnestly they were giving thanks to God that He had solved to talk to people in this way. In their study of the Holy Scripture, these teachers were not using such means as modernists (the present-day HCT) who base on philosophy which denies God. Neither their reason did they regard as the highest or absolute criterion of their conclusions. We suppose that it is clear to everyone what, in fact, is this method of modernists (the present-day HCT) in history. First goes a philosopher (unbeliever), after him there comes a historian (unbeliever), these are followed by atheistic criticism, as internal so textual. The main direction is determined by atheistic philosophy, therefore, the matter discussed is eventually not an ordinary (objective) criticism but agnostic, imanent and evolutionistic. And thus, who acknowledges and uses it, acknowledges the heresies contained there, and is an opponent of the Catholic doctrine.”
The Holy Father further continues: “For that reason it could seem to be quite strange that among Catholics this (philosophic-historical) criticism is enjoying a big respect nowadays. 

It has a double psychological cause:

a) Power of unity – a close contact by which historians and critics are connected together irrespective of their religions.

b) Power of demagogy – a big courage (arrogance) with which what one says, others with one voice exalt and praise as a progress of science. 

However, they collectively attack everyone by whom their ‘fiction’ is rejected. Such a person is accused of ignorance. On the other hand, the one who accepts their ideas, is defended and praised by them. That is why there are a lot of deceived, who would get horrified at the thing if they paid more attention to it. This extremely powerful supremacy of the strayed, this careless consent of shallow spirits cause a kind of contamination of the surrounding atmosphere, which penetrates everything and spreads a destruction.”

A limitation of reading

The Holy Father writes: “Similarly, bishops have a duty to care that modernistic (today historic-critical) writings or writings that are soaked with Modernism (the present-day HCT) and support it, should not be read in case they have already been published, or else that their publication should be prevented. Moreover, that such books, papers, journals, should not be allowed to be read by young men in seminaries or by university auditors. Indeed, these are even more harmful than immoral books (pornography), for they are breaking the foundations of Christian life. 

The prohibition includes also the writings by certain Catholics who may have no intention to do evil, but they have no orthodox education and are soaked with a newer philosophy (note: nowadays, modern philosophies together with reincarnation are popular). Those are trying to bring this philosophy in an accordance with the faith and use it for the benefit of the faith. These writings, read without a worry due to a good name and a good reputation of their writers, are the more dangerous because by their influence one will gradually incline to Modernism (to the HCT)… We then wish that bishops put aside any fear or worldly caution, not caring about shouting of the evil, each of them mildly but resolutely fulfilling his duty. Let ordinaries care that noxious books and other writings are not published and spread in their dioceses and that they are taken away from the hands of believers.”

The establishment of a supervisory council (a commission for the doctrine of the faith) in all dioceses:

“However, venerable brothers,” writes Pius X., “what would it help us to give orders and regulations if these were not properly and accurately followed? It is necessary that the heresies already spread are expelled and stopped, it is necessary that they are not spread further, and likewise, that in the Church there are no more any teachers of godlessness, through whom the harmful effects arising from the spread of these heresies (the HCT) are continually renewed. Therefore, following an example of St. Charles Borromeo, I summon a congress so that in every diocese an advisory council is established comprised of well-tested men of clergy (note: beware, not of those who have by now opened themselves for those heresies). A duty of these well-tested men is to watch whether new heresies are sneaking or being scattered and how. They are obliged to bring a message about it to their bishop, so that he can consider and then use some means through which the evil could be stifled at the very beginning and would no longer spread further and ruin souls. 

The duty of the advisory council is to carefully watch marks and traces of Modernism (the present-day HCT) so in books as in teaching. Their duty is to issue well-considered but quickly effective regulations for the protection of clergy and youth. They are not allowed to introduce new expressions or a new terminology. May they remember the warning by Leo XIII. that: ‘It is not allowed to approve such expressions in the writings of Catholics that ridicule orthodoxy and piety…’”

When nowadays, after 100 years, we think of the root and the aim of Modernism, we can see that we are in the same if not in a worse situation. Unless Ukraine is to experience a mass apostasy from the true Catholic faith in the following years, it is necessary to take concrete measures.

“Theologians of a certain stream (today the HCT) are trying to get hold of the key positions in the Church, so that they thus could win as many adherents as possible. They are trying to usurp the academic posts in clerical seminaries which they are eventually turning into posts of a pestilence contagion!” Pius X. continues: “What kind of methods do they use to win students and youth? Through uproarious emphasizing of scientism and turning things into ridicule on the other hand, the minds of young students become stupefied and excited. Partly because these do not want to be considered uneducated and dull, partly because they want to seem scholar. Driven by their own pride and curiosity, they often succumb to Modernism (the present-day HCT) and wholly yield to it.” 

Let us notice at the very end how a clear view the Holy Father had into the problem, which is expressed at the beginning of the encyclic: “Therefore, we can no longer stay silent, not to seem that we do not care about our most sacred duties. We are urged especially by the circumstance that today the adherents of heresies should not be sought among evident enemies only but they are hiding in the very bosom and heart of the Church, and they are the more harmful the less they are evident or known… For these men do not endeavour after the destruction from the outside but from the inside. Nowadays the danger is in the veins and the inwards of the very Church. The more responsible positions they hold in the Church, those covert heretics, and the more intimate information they have of the inner structure of the Church, the more dangerous and greater catastrophe is impending. It is also necessary to take into account that these covert heretics do not lay their axe to branches or trunks, however to the very root, that is to the faith and the deepest nourishing roots of the faith! When thus having violated the root of immortality, they are diffusing the poison further through the whole tree, so that there is no article of the Catholic faith that they would spare or not try to undermine…” According to the CIC 1364, these heretics are already excommunicated – excluded.

 In 2007, there will be the 100th anniversary (1907) since the most topical and the most needed encyclic of the last few centuries was issued. The liability and topicality of this encyclic for a protection of our faith is the same even for nowadays! Following the example of St. Pius X., let there be commissions for the doctrine of the faith established in every diocese, that will be responsible for an orthodoxy in teaching at theological schools, and will issue appropriate Church authorizations, or point at heresies in religious books that have already been published and warn against them. This is the second step. The first one is a deep conversion of each professor of theology. 

VII. Statistics and repentance

A student believer says: “Professor, this teaching is not the Catholic teaching.” He receives a reply: “You are disobedient! The way I teach is the way how it is taught in the whole Church. I was appointed here by the bishop and the bishop was appointed by the Holy Father. And who are you? By whom you were appointed? You are disobedient to the Holy Father and rebelling against the Church!” These professors are hiding behind an obedience to the Holy Father and thus they manage to shuffle masterly. Cardinal J. Ratzinger writes about them: “…I have always admired their skill with which they succeed in defending quite the contrary of what is written in clearly formulated documents of the Magisterium, as well as in presenting it with a brilliant dialectics as the ‘true’ sense of the particular document” (and of the attitude of the Church).
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A consequence of the secularization wave, whose constituent part inside the Church is the so-called scientific interpretation of the Scripture by the HCT, is an apostasy from the faith. The statistics shows:
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In the 60-ies, the attendance in Catholic churches in USA was 75%. Nowadays it is about 28%. 
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Attendance in Poland in 1989 was about 75%, only four years after the fall of Communism, the attendance dropped to 28%, and in Warsaw to 18%. A collapse that in USA lasted 30 years, lasted four years in Poland. 

Growth of the Churches in: Australia (1976-1981): Catholic Churches - 24%, Pentecost Churches - 385%

Ghana (1976-1986): Catholic Churches - 7%, Pentecost Churches - 100%

New Zealand (1971-1981): Catholic Ch. - 2%, Pentecost Ch. -150%. 

It must be considered that the Pentecost Churches receive the Word of God as the Word of God and not as the word of men (cf. 1Thes 2:13), and the HCT is regarded by them as a work of the devil. The Epistle of John is a response: “Now many antichrists have come. They went out from us, but they were not of us. This is the antichrist, he who denies that Jesus is the Christ.” (1Jn 2:18-23). How is it possible that especially in the Catholic Church a theology of death (the HCT) has spread so quickly and massively? It is a mystery of lawlessness and sin, and a mystery of a great apostasy! Cardinal J. Tomko, Prefect of the Congregation for the Propagation of the Faith, says India to be the “epicentre” of theological tendencies which radically undermine the basic Christian mission and all missionary efforts. One of the main reasons of the growth of sects in India and in whole Asia he sees in a doctrinal confusion within the Catholic Church which excludes an explicit preaching of Jesus Christ. “This doctrinal confusion (which is most on the conscience of the HCT) represents a serious danger for the faith in Jesus Christ: it weakens the spirit of mission, reduces evangelization to an ordinary dialogue and at the same time leaves aside the preaching of the Gospel, conversion and baptism.” (L’Osservatore Romano, 15th April 1991)

Repentance: Emanuel Mounier wrote: “The modern Christianity is continuing in preparations for its own death. It will be so brutal, so absolute, that one will have a feeling that Christianity in Europe has died out… In my opinion, the more I go back to the beginnings of Christianity and compare it with the present situation of modern Christianity, the more I am convinced that we all will find the true faith only after the fall of this modern (spirit of) Christianity.”

Cardinal J. Ratzinger says: “There is no doubt that de-Christianization has spread to such an extent we could not even imagine at the time when Vatican Council II. was at an end… We are witnesses of a rapid progress of paganization, and Christianity, which thirty years ago still seemed to be present, is disappearing from life and from public opinion.”

The fact that it is the HCT whose share has an extraordinarily great influence on that progress, is clear! The HCT brings about an internal decay of the Church! We are asking: How long will this be? 

Fr. Benedict Groeschel, one of the founding members of the Franciscan revival, says: “It is a disaster when Christianity becomes too self-indulgent, when it settles itself in a kind of sacred materialism, when it forgets the sense of perpetual repentance… A majority of Christians, instead of being motivated by the idea of repentance, accept with pleasure a deceptive idea that everyone is saved, that we all will come to heaven on a sledge, and that there is no chance of eternal perdition! Under the influence of such thinking, we can expect a deep decline! Christianity is based on repentance. If Christianity is not doing that, it will slowly fall ill of anaemia and in some parts of Christian world it can even die out.” In the history of the Church, it already happened several times. Is this also happening nowadays? In Europe? How to repent? To give your life to Jesus and get separated from the HCT.
VIII. Vision, perspective, a spiritual revival project

The early Christians had four basic spiritual pillars, namely: a) a prayer, b) the apostles’ teaching, c) a brotherly community – koinonia, d) the Eucharist – the breaking of bread (Acts 2:42). This sound base gave out the fruit of a true life – they were of one heart and one soul and even had everything in common, and noone said that any of the things was his own. St. Basil in his rules chose this ideal for his order. Unfortunately, this ideal and its realization are strange to the sons of St. Basil today. 

We should realize that ideal of the first Christians especially in the day of our Lord (on Sunday), in order to be able to live from it all the rest of the week. Beside liturgy there should be gatherings of smaller groups of converted Christians who would be willing to offer not only their houses but also their time at disposition on Sundays, namely for: 

a) Prayer: On this day, the believers should pray together not only one for another, but also for the problems that are actual, pray with a faith that moves the mountains and works wonders. 

b) Apostles’ teaching: This is not the interpretations by present theologians; however, this is the living Word of God, preached in power, springing from one’s own experience or the experience of those who practise this Word. Moreover, it is in full unity with the essential truths of the faith exactly in the way it was preached by the Apostles, by Saint Fathers of the Church and by saints!

c) Brotherly community: Sharing the experience which individual members had with their faith during the last week or in their past, which brings an encouragement to others. Here likewise one can open also his problems and share the trials of his faith. The others help him analyze it, they encourage him and then pray together for him and his problem. In such community, believers begin to experience the truth that where two or three are gathered in Jesus’ name, He is there in the midst of them! A living community has a power. This is the place from where evangelization may be carried out, and the people who have got converted have a place where they can come and grow in faith. If there is no such living community, no such revived Church, then believers are being atomized, sucked out and manipulated by the spirit of the world and heresy. They are exposed to ravenous wolves.

Today it is no longer enough just to be participant in the Holy Mass.

What about theological seminaries and faculties? 

In accordance with the Church documents, this study should last at least four years, today it is six years. To someone the propositions given here may seem unrealizable and to others they may even seem as a madness. However, let us realize what non-Christians are doing for their mission. Each Mormon (man) is doing a two-year-long mission, mostly outside of his nation. In Ukraine, Lviv or elsewhere, we can meet Mormons who are hunting souls here. They have a strict and well-thought system. Also the Jehovah’s Witnesses are doing a mission, every one of them, and for all his life! Now there is probably no longer a Catholic in Ukraine that would not have met them. 

The project proposed here stems from life experience, community and a life-long prayer in community. 

So, first – two years of practice in an internal mission, then three years of study, and a year of practice. 

First year: at the beginning one month recollection

First week: conversion, fully opening oneself to the Holy Spirit, (Jn 19:25-27), the First Commandment.

Second week: the Last Things, a prayer of faith from the Scripture.

Third week: teaching and practice of an inner prayer, 4×1 hour of prayer and 4×1 hour of sharing testimonies from the prayer (after 1 hour of prayer there is 1 hour of testimonies).

Fourth week: practical training for a mission.

This recollection is followed by a training led by experienced brothers, and a mission is done in couples for the rest of the year. 

Daily programme for 6 days: beside liturgy 1 hour of inner prayer and 1 hour of testimonies. Then again, 1 hour of prayer and 1 hour of testimonies. In the time assigned for testimonies, I am giving a testimony about what I experienced during the prayer, what encouraged me when reading the Scripture and what during the mission from the day before. In the afternoon, a mission in couples. Supposing that the missionaries lived in the seminary, then a prayer group could be formed out of 4-8 students, supposing that they lived outside the seminary, it would be necessary to set up mission stations where two couples – four students would live. The principles of mission are stated in the Gospel – Mt 10. It is presupposed that on the territory of mission there are already students of the second year working, who ocuppy themselves with the teaching of God’s Word, not with inventing problems as it is practised in the HCT. They teach how to realize God’s Word in one’s life – how to live by faith, how to walk in the Holy Spirit. The people who get converted during the mission, join the groups where God’s Word and the essential truths of faith are taught. 

Second year: catechists – teachers
After going through a year of mission, there will again be one month of recollection (for students as future teachers), and then they will serve in the mission all over the year. Their daily prayer programme is the same as in the first year. In the morning, two hours of prayer and two hours of testimonies, and liturgy. Reciting the office (breviary) is not obligatory. In the afternoon they will prepare themselves for catechization, which would then be done in the evening. An ideal is to have one catechization lecture and to repeat it during the whole week in different groups. It is useful to have 40-50 catechization lectures prepared (a good literature needed). The question here is not preaching some dead theologies, the question here is a testimony of faith (practical life of prayer, how to live with God, how to fight the sin, how to respond to buddhists, Jehovah’s Witnesses, hinduists, Mormons, lukewarm Catholics, Catholic intellectuals, theologians etc. and how to evangelize them).

Keeping Sunday: for the 1st, 2nd year and the whole (6-year) study:

In the morning, the same as every day, only in the second hour of prayer to experience the reality of Resurrection and Descent of the Holy Spirit, which is the substance of Sunday – the day of Resurrection (a help could be texts from the Scripture and breviary (Greek-Catholic) to this topic). In the afternoon, a gathering of a bigger community together with the converted – here common praise singing, at least one hour of prayer, testimonies, God’s Word, discussion, encouraging each other. 

The place? A room in the school or somewhere else may be hired. Besides, it is appropriate to have one day in a week (out of those 6 days) for a rest. One hour of prayer, testimony, liturgy and free time.

Theological studies 3rd, 4th, 5th years: 

Learning the Holy Scripture 1-2 hours daily by heart. There are to be such subjects that will make students adopt the essential truths of the faith and of the doctrine, as well as develop in them “sentire cum Ecclesiae” (a sensibility to the true Spirit in the Church), which, unfortunately, cannot be seen with most of the present-day students or post-graduates. Then learning subjects practical for life (apology, Christian family, sound doctrinal and moral principles and how to practise them in faith).

It is necessary that teachers themselves pass through 3 years of practice in the field, that they could give students an orientation in literature, what is really valuable and practical, that they teach them how to discern, how to fight against doctrinal and moral heresy inside the Church, and how to defend. How to discern what is an orthodox doctrine and what a heretical one, what leads to an upbuilding of the living relation to Christ, to an upbuilding of the living Church, and what is idle, even harmful! This is not possible without a true conversion and a true discipleship. It would be convenient if students prepared a cycle of sermons for all Sundays all over the year, which would also serve for an upbuilding and would contain all the essential truths of the Christian faith. It is important to bear in mind that the matter here is a formation of Christ’s disciples, witnesses, good shepherds, not of theoreticians. Gifted students are nowadays drawn into the heresy of the HCT and to other heresies through their curiosity and intellectual pride. 

During the study – necessarily one hour of inner prayer (which has its own order) daily, and then one hour of testimonies (which serve to an upbuilding of the community). It is necessary to learn how to witness of faith, of overcoming one’s spiritual problems. Keeping Sunday in the way as in the time of practice. During the 5th year of study, writing a thesis which in future could be used for the mission, apologetics or teaching.

Final practice – 6th year: 

What they prepared during the three years of study and practice, they can now utilize, e.g. as leaders for the first or the second year. 

Theological school for girls: only 3 years
It could be given to the charge of such religious order which has a spirit of repentance, zealousness, the best would be active and contemplative sisters. The contemplative sisters would teach them how to practise an inner prayer, how to fight one’s own pride, they would pass over a living relation to Jesus and a living faith. At the same time, the active sisters would teach them other things practical for evangelization and catechization. Condition: both groups of sisters have to be wholly turned to Christ, have a clear goal and be of one Spirit! The formation of girls could be of three years only, that would mean – the first and the second year practice, similar to boys, but two days in a month (e.g. once in two weeks) they would have lectures on practical theology and then do exams. The whole third year they would go to school and as a part of study they would prepare systematic catechization lectures. Keeping Sunday during those three years would be similar as brothers have. It would be good if girls could organize a theatre group and could practise even some plays with children using Biblical themes as a practical evangelization and a testimony to living Christ. They could likewise learn how to express the truths of faith in a literary form, by short testimonies that would encourage others in their life of faith as well as in their following of Christ. After finishing their studies, some girls can continue their studies at other universities, there they will do a mission, organize Biblical and prayer groups and witness to Jesus. Other girls could go to monastery, others could get married. 

CONCLUSION

This paper has originated in Ukraine at the time when Ukraine is opening itself to a strong influence from the west. The most dangerous and the most cunning spiritual poison for Christ’s Church is called historic-critical theology – HCT. It is the life or death not only of the Church but of the whole nation, too, that are at stake here. This is a real spiritual fight (c.f. Eph 6:11-19). 

May doctrinal commissions be established in every diocese according to the example of St. Pius X., the Pope! 

If only there could be new and new groups of perpetual prayer created in Ukraine that will fight for a protection and purification from the spiritual poison of the HCT, for a mission, spiritual conversion and resurrection of Ukraine! (note: 24 people pray 7 days in a month, one hour each of them. Three groups (4×24)=96 people are divided within 28 days. In this way they continue even in the following months. Every day the hour from 20-21o’clock is common for all. Everyone prays at the place where he is.)

Let us not forget: the most important thing in our life is – to lose my soul for Christ (Mk 8:35), so that He can live in me (Gal 2:20). 

Cardinal J. Ratzinger says: “A renewal of this fullworthy (living) relation to Christ is the thing that really matters (most). It is not possible to persuade anyone about this relationship by verbal arguments (neither by various philosophies or theologies). This relationship has to be lived and thus made trustworthy even for others.”

This is a true conversion and a true mission! (Acts 1:8) 

Annunciation Day, 7th April 2005, Pidhirci
III. WORD

PAGAN RELIGIONS

Introduction

Within the last 40 years Hinduism through an “innocent practising” of yoga has managed to bring its philosophy into all cities of the former Christian world. Simultaneously with Hinduism, there is also a mission of Buddhism spreading like an avalanche. This is supported mainly by films that propagate martial arts and Buddhist philosophies as a religion. There is no city in Europe and in the whole world where martial arts would not be practised and where this religious philosophy would not have penetrated. Another means of its propagation is Zen meditations. 

Who has a large share in this “jet-speed” and crushing mission of Hinduism and Buddhism and thereby also in a great apostasy from Christianity, is liberal theologians. By their false interpretation of the Council declaration ‘Nostra aetate’ (NA), and by their uncritical openness they lost their Christian identity. They adopted and now spread a heretical teaching which consequently proclaims that Christ’s Church and pagan religions are in essence the same.

Forty years after the Council, it is necessary to stop and make a true diagnosis, a balance, and draw effective conclusions thereout. There is salvation or perdition of millions of human souls at stake here! Jesus is calling even today: “Repent, and believe in the Gospel.” (Mk 1:15)

One of the most important duties for a priest, bishop, professor of theology, catechist, religious superior in the Church is – to instruct the entrusted souls in faith. In his 45th short rule, St. Basil writes: “And if the one who was given a duty to instruct neglects it, one deserves a punishment of a murderer.” (cf. Ez 33:8)

Contents

I. Nostra aetate after 40 years 

II. The fruit of a misinterpretation of NA 

III. Relativism 

IV. Yoga, TM, New Age, the Focolare movement

V. The fruit of oriental meditations

VI. Martial art

VII. Dalai Lama of Tibet

VIII. A commentary on the meetings in Assisi

IX. Prophetship

We are sending this study to The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith.

I. Nostra Aetate after 40 years (1965 – 2005) 

Quotation: “The Catholic Church does not reject anything that is true and sacred in these religions (Hinduism, Buddhism, Lamaism…). It holds a genuine respect for this way of life and treatment, for these commandments and teachings, though differing a lot from what the Church itself believes and preaches, after all not unfrequently include that ray of truth which enlightens all people…” (art.1) 

These two sentences of the article are often quoted by those who are interested in an internal paralysation of the Church. A false interpretation of this inaccurately defined sentence has brought about a lot of confusion among Christians, many people have fallen away from the Church and many were prevented from preaching the full Gospel to the salvation of souls. 

The prophets of the Old Testament often compared idolatry to adultery. Now the Christians are asking: “What in particular is true and sacred in those religions?” Regrettably to say, they are not given an answer that would be in accordance with the Spirit of the Gospel. It is similar as if we would claim: “The Catholic Church does not denounce anything that is true and sacred about adultery.” Probably anybody can imagine what moral disaster could follow. Indeed, opening oneself to paganism is spiritual adultery. And this is even more dangerous for one’s salvation than physical adultery. Paganism is a system of idolatry, and though we can find there some true and maybe even sacred elements, it still remains to be an idolatry, and hence a hindrance to salvation. God put sacred elements in human soul and these are abused by the system of paganism. We are then to have a respect e.g. for a Hinduist as a human being with conscience, good will; however on the other hand, we cannot agree with the system of false images and idolatric elements which darken his conscience and divert him from the true knowledge of God (Jn 17:3). (cf. DI 21, Red. Missio 55) Therefore it is necessary today that this part of the NA Declaration be clarified correctly and in the spirit of the council and tradition.

a) Abuse of a genuine respect for other religions and its boundaries. 

Concerning the genuine respect, then by highlighting it one has given rise to admiration, fascination and loss of one’s own identity. Thus, unfortunately, the word “respect” was abused. In the same way they abused the expression “ray of truth”. This ray has turned into a big light, but a false one, one that seduced many souls from the Church into perdition. If we so uncritically opened ourselves, first we are now to make a true repentance of having betrayed Christ and His Gospel. Then we are again to receive the living Christ and give Him all our life, so that He could be our only Lord and we could bring Him true disciples and not a kind of theologians who proclaim a false Christ and a false Gospel as it is nowadays. We are to accept a sound tradition, the tradition of the Fathers of the Church, the tradition of the saints. Only when we turn away from foreign gods and idolatry, which we let enter into the heart of the Church, we will be able to pick out those pieces of truth. But this will not be done by those who have already been picking out, neither by those who have the same spirit as pagans. This must be done by people living in holiness of life, ones that are able to discern what is a truth and what is a heresy, but never by theologians with the spirit of this world, who have abandoned the Holy Spirit – the Spirit of truth, or have not opened their hearts to Him at all.

A true respect must be specified. It must be related to love and truth. 

The truth is that pagans live “in the region and shadow of death” (Mt 4:16). A true tolerance (respect) must not lead to an extreme admiration, fascination or to opening oneself uncritically to these or those particular doctrines or methods. Man with his corrupted nature is easily manipulated by sin and lie. One must be aware of this danger. 

Love for pagans is expressed through our prayers and through the good news of the Gospel preached to them in power as the only true way of salvation; not as a kind of way parallel with some others that do not lead to salvation, this would be a lie and betrayal in relation to Christ and His Gospel. 

b) The approach to pagan religions cannot be one-sided. Let us recall what Vatican Council II. says about mission (Ad gentes decree, 7th December 1965):

“The Church in this world is missionary already by its very nature… God sent His Son in the flesh so that through Him He may deliver us from the power of darkness and satan (cf. Col 1:13).” (art.3)

“‘He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned.’ (Mk 16:16) From this there stems an obligation for the Church to spread the faith and Christ’s salvation, from an explicit order which the episcopate has taken over from the apostles.” (art.5)

“Every fragment of truth and grace that can be found with pagans…is purified by the Church from the admixtures of evil, and thus returned back to Christ as its author who uproots the rule of the devil and drives off any evil of sins…” (art.9)

A false spirit that had respect neither for the Scriptures nor for the Tradition of the Church, abused the Nostra aetate declaration. 

Card. J. Ratzinger writes: “Nowadays defending the real tradition of the Church means defending the Council. And it is our guilt, too, that we often provided an excuse in viewing Vatican Council II. as a break-through, a ‘break’ in the tradition. In fact, there is a continuity… In the first place I would say there is no doubt that the Council had no desire to ‘change’ the faith, rather it wanted to express it in a more effective way. I would further say that a dialogue is possible only on the basis of a clear identity… What is needed is reforms and not conforming oneself to the world… A ‘real’ reform means desiring that all that is ours should, if possible, disappear for a more visible benefit of all that belongs to Christ. The saints were well-aware of this truth. Indeed, they reformed the Church in depth; however, this was in no case by inventing new structures, but by their reforming themselves… The thing inevitable for the Church to make it able to serve the needs of man at all times, is holiness, not a managership.” 

Statements by Cardinal J. Ratzinger referring to animist (pagan) religions: “We should by all means avoid the romanticizing of the animist religions. Certainly there are ‘grains’ of truth in them, but in their real forms…the earth is left at the mercy of whatever kinds of spirits. Conciliatoriness and innocence of paganism rank among the many myths of our days…”

Though the Church represents the pillar of truth, many have already for a long time been silent upon these issues, often for fear of troubles and of persecution. However, one cannot disregard the deadly fruit that has been borne by this one-sided so-called genuine respect. It is necessary to point clearly at the other side, namely at the demonic nature of pagan religions. Paganism has on its conscience deaths of thousands of martyrs. Millions of people are being darkened the light of salvation, and they are rushing to destruction. Now being silent upon this would be the biggest crime, bigger than dropping the atom bomb on Hiroshima. 

Lord, give us the spirit of repentance and testimony!

II. THE FRUIT OF MISINTERPRETATION OF NOSTRA AETATE

Testimony –Catholic sister in a Buddhist monastery

· Maria Magdalena Mare, a religious sister of the Order of St. Ursula, was working in Thailand for 23 years as a missionary. A general “ecumenical” mentality inspired the sister and she decided to spend a month in a Buddhist monastery. The very first day she got acquainted with a ritual which is unconditionally required when entering the temple – to stop and bow down before the statue of Buddha. When entering the Buddhist monastery, she presented the nun Kchun-Charin, who held a leading position, with a bouquet saying: “I am coming to subject myself to you.” Sister Maria M. finds as most important what she has achieved amidst the Buddhist nuns - “enlightenment”. This experience and this statement are really the height of loss of a sound Christian consciousness! This is a loss of one’s identity in Christ. What kind of enlightenment? By whom? In reality, this is apostasy. The devil transforms himself into an angel of light (cf. 2Cor 11:14).

· Fatima (from the journal Fatima Crusader, summer 2004)

In October 2003, Father Arul Irudayen, Rector of Our Lady’s holy Shrine of Velankanni in India, boasted that Hindus now perform their pagan rites inside the Shrine church. With the same purpose, in February 2004, Buddhists were allowed into the sanctuary at St. Adalbert’s Basilica in Gran Rapids, Michigan. This cancer has now infected even Our Lady of Fatima’s holy Shrine in Fatima, Portugal (precisely where She appeared six times). On May 5, 2004, a pagan Hindu ritual held at Fatima with an approval of the Bishop of Fatima and the Rector Guerra… The Bishop of Fatima’s approach to the problem was: “We do not want to be fundamentalists.” And in proof of his words he let himself be decorated with a Hindu shawl with citations from the Hindu ‘sacred book’ Bhagavadgita. Other bishops of Portugal keep silent or remain in connivance. And this apostasy continues to take place due to this very silence, connivance and promotion of weak or misguided shepherds. Guerra defends himself by his wrong interpretation of the words of the Council (Vatican Council II.) – all in the name of interreligious dialogue. 

A few information from the press (year 2004):

· London: “For many Western people, especially for women, it has become quite normal to learn Buddhistic songs in a course of meditation, to hear something about the old Hindu wisdom in a yoga course, to light up a candle used for aromatic therapy, or to recite a prayer to a nameless god when they return back home.”

· During their holiday in Mexico in 2001, Cherie and Tony Blair underwent a ritual of rebirth originating from the Indian tribe of Mayas. 

· Paganism is the most rapidly spreading religion in Canada: 21.080 of its inhabitants confess to be pagans. Inar Hansen, a vice-president of the Student Pagan Club, claims that on the western coast of Canada there are ten thousands of practising pagans. 

· According to the information by the Associated Press from November 2003, Denmark announced that members of the group worshipping gods Thor, Odin and other northern pagan gods will be licensed to administer legal marriages.

A missionary congregation of Xavierians in Italy

· Fathers Xavierians, spiritual sons of St. Francis Xavier, are missionaries. They have their mission in all continents. They published a book with biographies of about 25 missionaries, candidates for beatification. These are missionaries of different ages – both young and old – who died as martyrs for Christ and His Gospel which they brought to souls that by that time had heard nothing of the true faith. They died at various places in Japan, China, India, Africa, Brazil, South and Latin America. Last of them laid down their lives for Jesus in 1945. But now these missionaries are not dying for Christ as martyrs. There can be two reasons: either their mission territory turned entirely to Christ, or the missionaries exchanged the spirit of zealousness and thirst after God’s glory and salvation of souls for the spirit of tolerance and “respect” for other religions. Regrettably to say, the latter has been the case. 

In summer 2001, the newspaper published by Xavierian fathers in Italy brought a testimony by a priest who worked as a missionary in the Far East for about 40 years, then returned back with Tibetan monks and started a common life with them. They meditated together. (This priest also organized a meeting of five Tibetan monks with John Paul II.)

The roles thus have been changed – Xavierians brought Buddhist monks from Tibet to Europe, Italy in particular. Here they established about eight centres where they are carrying out recollections for all age categories, but most often for youth. In the course of recollection the participants are first read out something from the Gospel and immediately after something from Tibetan books, then a collective meditation on the texts follows.

Owing to a liberal attitude, the mission shifted from the Far East to Europe, but it is no longer carried out by Xavierian fathers, however by Tibetan monks! 

· In one village in Moravia a woman came to the parish-priest and told him that she had already understood she could kill hens no more because one of them could be her sister. For she read in books about reincarnation and even talked with other women who had attended some courses and lectures on higher spirituality. The priest asked her: “What did your husband say to this?” She replied: “He pulled a grin and said: ‘My dear, I have been observing for some time that you really have a hen’s brain!’”

III. RELATIVISM

The substance of religious relativism can be summarized in two points:

a) The Holy Scripture (The Old and the New Testaments) is not accepted as an objective and thus nor as a normative truth revealed by God. 

b) Human reason is denied an opportunity for objective knowledge. This is agnosticism. 

An illustrative example of relativism is e.g. the theological studies of a well-known Czech religionist Fr. Prof. T.Halík. In one of his studies Prof. Halík deals with a question if all religions are in essence the same and equally valuable. The response of Prof. T.H. to this question is: “I can give three different answers and insist on all of them: NO, I DO NOT KNOW, MAYBE!”

1) “My answer is NO if one claims that ‘religions are in essence the same’: this assertion I radically negate as a religionist who, when studying religions more closely, can see a number of differences.”

This answer is not an answer to the substance of the question. The great number of differences is not of a crucial importance here. What is necessary is to highlight the substance, this substance being the salvation in Jesus’ name only.
· Christian religion is revealed by God, has the fullness of truth necessary to salvation, is supernatural.

· Natural religion, e.g. Hinduism, is a mere figment of human psychology and philosophy. It does not have a supernatural dimension. 

2) Prof. H. continues: “To the question whether all religions are equally valuable I have to answer sincerely: I DO NOT KNOW – and with all my being I do not trust the people who make themselves seem that they know it, may their reply even be a definite yes or no. For, in fact, this is a question that can be put only to God; no man knows ‘all religions’ so much that he could adequately compare and evaluate them.”

Here we can see an unfairness of a dialogue (relativism). The answer is fleeing from the substance, from solving the main problem. This results in a confusion brought about by differently put assertions, which then give an impression of a trueness and of an objective view. 

It is strange not to know that God has already answered this question a long time ago. And not to know how God has answered it, is not a sign of objectivity, rather an ignorance of the Word of God. Setting a lack of knowledge as if it were a wisdom and thereby excluding a possibility for a correct answer results in the truth being knocked down. 

What is the essence of the problem? The teaching of the Church is this: “Christ is the true God and the true man, the only Saviour. There is salvation in noone else (Acts 4:12). The Church is a mysterious body of Christ, the source of the revealed truth given for one’s salvation.” Thereby it is different from pagan religions. In these there is no salvation attainable, they are only a load of human speculations which obstruct rather than lead to God. Through Paul the Apostle God reveals to us: “What pagans sacrifice, they do not sacrifice to God but to idols (demons)” (1Cor 10:20). We worship God and sacrifice to Him, but pagans serve and worship demons. So, here is the substance of the revealed religion: a service to God; and this is different from the substance of pagan religions, which is a service to demons, though many times unconscious. And this is not one and the same thing, as well as salvation or perdition, life or death are also not one and the same thing. And the Catholic Church further teaches: “As far as the way how individual non-Christians obtain God’s saving mercy, is concerned, then this mercy is always given through Christ and lies in a mysterious relation to the Church.”  (Declaration ‘Dominus Iesus’ (DI) 21)

If a believer unambiguously confesses the truths that Christ revealed to us, then Prof. H., as seen from his answer, “does not trust such people with all his being” and he continues: 

3) “However, there exists a situation in which I can, and to a certain extent I must, when questionning the trueness and value of different religions, answer ‘MAYBE’. It is when I enter into a dialogue with believers of other religions – then I must admit a trueness of the faith of the other at least as a possibility… In short, if I want to have a true dialogue, I have to put aside the conviction that I am the exclusive proprietor of the whole Truth.” 

What does this “maybe” mean? If we use this question to compare various pagan religions among themselves, then we can nod that maybe they are equal, we simply do not know it and do not need to know it, either. For Christ’s Church, God’s people, who passed from pagan darkness into light and from death into life, it is not worth while raising a question whether light and darkness, or Divine truths and demonic lie, or life and death are one and the same thing. Such an approach is senseless and degrading. Paul the Apostle calls: “I know whom I have believed and I am persuaded” (2Tim 1:12). To us such questions are as if we were to solve that 1+1 is not two but maybe eleven, or that white is maybe black. 

Prof. H. explains his “maybe” in a situation of dialogue. Yet, we have to remind that a dialogue has certain rules. One cannot darken and not differentiate the natural and supernatural level where different presuppositions and regularities are valid. Supposing that the dialogue is between a Buddhist and a Hinduist, then the rules given above may be valid. They are but not valid when I as a Christian believer enter into a dialogue about faith in God and about salvation with a Buddhist or a Hinduist. First I must realize here that God as confessed by Christians, is not confessed by them. They do not accept God as Absolute, Perfect, Holy and Three-Personed. They have numbers of gods with small ‘g’. The conception of “salvation” they see in a self-salvation and therefore they need no Saviour. Their so-called salvation allegedly happens through laws of karma and through reincarnation, when man allegedly reincarnates to other people or even to animals. Our salvation is in Christ who, though being one nature with Father, became man, died for our sins, raised up from the dead and now is in glory. The condition for me to also be with Him in the eternal glory of a new life, is to believe in the love of God and turn from an unbelief to a saving faith. This is the first precondition of an interreligious dialogue – to know fully my identity in Christ. The second rule for me is to know the cunningness and demonic nature of the teaching of Hinduism and Buddhism, and not to open myself naively to that spirit through some false respect or fascination. Furthermore, there is a principle of dialogue: to distinguish the person and the truth. “However, the equality, which is a precondition of dialogue, is related to an equal personal dignity of the partners, never to the content of the teachings and still less to Jesus Christ, the Son of God coming in the flesh, when comparing Him with founders of other religions.” (DI 22) In the answer by Prof. H. there are different norms of dialogue for Christians:

a) “I have to admit a trueness of the faith of the other” (a Hinduist). However, a Hinduist, who regards a cow as a goddess and animals as gods, he does not have the trueness of the saving faith. 

b) “I have to admit that I am wrong.” Yes, I may be wrong in some partial assertion, but Christ whose truths I have received and now proclaim, He cannot be wrong. Then I would make God a liar. 

c) “I have to put aside my personal conviction that I am the exclusive proprietor of the whole Truth.” But what does it mean in particular? Thus I would actually have to cast doubt upon the truth of salvation revealed by God, which is contained in the Word of God and which I have received. I would have to cast doubt upon my identity, my unity with Christ in the Holy Spirit. Such an approach would be an apostasy, not a dialogue. 

The teaching of the Church is: “It contradicts to the Catholic faith to consider the Church as one of the ways of salvation among other (pagan) religions… It is not possible to confess these religions to have a divine origin… Their rites, especially when based on superstition practices or other heresies (cf. 1Cor 10:20-21), are rather an obstruction to salvation.” (DI 21) 
Is a mission needful?! 

According to some theologians, who put pagan religions on an equal level with Christianity, it is a logical consequence that a mission is useless, if not harmful. Prof. H. even pronounces it: “A mission should never be a proselytism, winning over believers… Hunting people who are rooted in their religions, e.g. Jewish believers or Moslems (Hinduists, Buddhists), seems incorrect to me.”

Following this opinion, missionaries should rather be just cultural or social workers.

Prof. H. continues: “Since the Catholic Church has, thank God, in silence renounced the pervert statement: ‘There is no salvation outside the Church’, and confesses also through the mouth of the Council and the Pope John Paul II. that the genuinely believing of other religions can be saved, then it is necessary to draw practical conclusions from this.”
Response: The Church has renounced this statement neither through the mouth of the Council nor through the mouth of the Pope. The response is:

1)  Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC 846-848): “All salvation comes from Christ the Head through the Church which is His Body: … the Church, a pilgrim now on earth, is necessary for salvation: the one Christ is the mediator and the way of salvation; He is present to us in His Body which is the Church. He Himself explicitly asserted the necessity of faith and Baptism, and thereby affirmed at the same time the necessity of the Church… Hence they could not be saved who, knowing that…, would refuse either to enter it or remain in it. This affirmation is not aimed at those who, through no fault of their own, do not know Christ and His Church … the Church still has the obligation and also the sacred right to evangelize all men.”

2) In a similar way it is completed and emphasized by Cardinal J. Ratzinger: “The early teaching of the Church says that each man is called to salvation and may indeed be saved if he genuinely listens to the voice of his conscience, even though visibly he does not belong to the Catholic Church. However, this teaching, which (I repeat) is beyond discussion, has after the Council been exaggerated in an extreme form with a contribution of a theory e.g. of ‘an anonymous Christianity’. Finally it has been (falsely) proclaimed that grace is always given, even when one believes in no religion or is not related to any. (It is said to be enough when only) one accepts himself as a human being. This is (as viewed by modern theologians) all that is needed… Hand in hand with a uselessness of baptism, one began to overestimate the values of non-Christian (pagan) religions in which many theologians saw not some extraordinary but ordinary ways to salvation… Such hypotheses, of course, have led to an extinction of the missionary spirit.”

IV. Yoga, transcendental meditation (TM), NEW AGE MOVEMENT

Yoga

Yoga is a hidden trap of the Hinduist religion. Many wanted to use the system of yoga for a spiritual recovery of Christianity through reintroducing a contemplation and Christian meditation. Unfortunately, after many years during which yoga already bore its fruit of destruction we have come to a painful experience that yoga is not so innocent and that it is by no means easy to separate it from the whole complex to which it is firmly connected. This complex is represented by Hinduism and nowadays also by the New Age movement which promotes a new joint religion based on Hinduism and does not deny its intention to destroy Christianity.  
Mother Basilea Schlink writes: “The goal of classic yoga is to discover one’s ‘true Self’. Yoga believes that nature in itself and especially that of a man is in its core good and valuable. All yogis believe in themselves as in a god or a portion of godhood. From this perspective, yoga in its essence is a way of self-redemption. In reality, it trains the sinful ‘Self’ of the old man in egoism. A student of yoga is really centred on nothing else but himself. He turns around himself as in a circle and gradually becomes unable to build healthy relationships. This seeming redemption which is being realized through the occult powers of universe is a delusion. Behind each flowing power (of the universe) there is a spiritual figure, a god. The question but is what kind of god? Jesus says that He, as the Son of God, comes from above. However, there is also the enemy of God, which comes from below (cf. Jn 8:23). He and his powers also flow into a man and can even bestow certain faculties on him. Where then do the powers that through Hindu yoga flow into its students come from, and who are the students united to when they reach the goal of the yoga exercises (which is to become a demigod, a superman)? They are the powers of the Hindu universal spirit Brahman (demon), which is only logical because the yogis live in a Hindu tradition… When the yogis open themselves up to the powers of darkness, it can never bring them redemption, deliverance, or harmony which their doctrine presents. Satan is a destroyer of all happiness, joy and harmony and of all that is good. He stands behind all idols, gods, and all dark Hindu doctrines. Jesus came to destroy the works of the devil and the darkness (cf. 1Jn 3:8). He is the Lord and the Winner over Satan and all his demons. Whoever intensely practises yoga, inevitably, though unnoticedly, falls more and more under the influence of Satan. Through the flowing powers of the universe that are nothing else but the powers of pagan gods, he exposes himself to a danger of becoming dominated by the power coming from below, may he even believe to be practising a “Christian yoga”. In the end the student of yoga exchanges Jesus’ kingdom of light for the kingdom of darkness, which he will notice only after it is too late… If a Christian considers practising yoga, he must make a choice: Christ or Belial. It is not possible to combine yoga with Christian beliefs! The same applies to Zen, a Japan teaching which is a counterpart of yoga.”

Prem-yoga

Chiara Lubich, the founder of the Focolare movement, received during her journeys several degrees of honour from Hinduists and Buddhists as a gesture of unity. In sign of this unity she meditated with them, and then pronounced that she had experienced spiritual vibrations. She said about her decision to establish a yoga of love – prеm-yoga (foco-yoga). Fr. J. Verlinde, who passed a long way (10 years) through oriental religious systems, likewise opened to these spiritual vibrations. After his conversion he repented and underwent exorcism. He testifies: “Love calls for two persons: God and His small creature… In Hinduism god is not a person but only some kind of vibration!” In case this “vibratile spirit”, which Chiara Lubich received, has penetrated into the whole Focolare movement which she founded and leads, then it is necessary to publicly repent of it! If love and unity are compatible with yoga, then it can neither be the love – Jesus, nor can it be the unity He was praying for before His death. On such spiritual foundation as the Focolare movement presents, the Word of God turns into a mere catchphrase and is not a “word of life”. 

As to the above-mentioned, we can quote words of Cardinal J. Ratzinger: “The more we understand the holiness of God, the more we understand the opposite of holiness that is the tempting masks of the devil. Jesus Christ is the best example of it: in front of Jesus’ unique holiness Satan could not hide and always had to reveal himself. In this respect, a loss of the sense of the demonic proves a parallel decline of holiness… The devil thus finds himself quite in his sphere, and may act in anonymity until he is disclosed by the light of man united with God.”

Transcendental meditation (TM) 

Transcendental meditation undoubtedly emanates from Hindu teachings. God is seen as impersonal, life is a circle, a newborn man can reach perfection by himself, sin can be overcome by meditations, Jesus Christ was not the Saviour of the world nor the Son of God but only a prophet. This pack of lies stems from Hinduism. TM is a form of yoga introduced by guru Devi and developed and worked over by his follower Maharishi Mahesh Yoga. Anyone who desires to take up TM must first go through an initiation rite during which the spirits of guru Devi and Hindu deities are invoked to help. This is a basic element common with spiritism. During the initiation rite a follower receives a so-called “mantra” from his master. Prof. Codler, an expert on Indian studies, states: “The mantra is a magic word or a magic formula. It is often a name of a pagan god or a spirit unknown to the initiate. Here we can see quite a clear link to the magic.”

By its methods TM seeks to expand one’s consciousness in order to obtain cosmic godly consciousness. Just like other forms of yoga, TM is intended to bestow paranormal skills. And here arises the question: What are these skills used for and who stands behind them? These skills do not lead to a growth of the kingdom of God, they do not lead to the salvation of an immortal soul from eternal perdition nor do they lead to personal holiness based on humility, but to the loss of Christ and His salvation. One guru writes: “TM is Hinduism with sugar frosting on the top of it. Its sheer religious nature is cleverly hidden behind a mask of scientifically sounding words intended to trap a man from the Western world.” Apart from meditation, one is to worship a godlike Master (not the Lord Jesus Christ). This is a clear idolatry! 

A Christian physician, Manfred Heide, writes that in many people practising the meditation these meditations cause serious mental problems like insomnia, fear, concentration disorders, feelings of isolation, depression, emotionalism, and physical problems. More than 70% of the people that had taken up meditations said that the meditation was the reason of their mental troubles. In practising TM, one may notice a violation of personal identity. The reasoning ability of the meditating person gradually falls into the service of this ideology. The memory functions are evidently reduced. Often hallucinations occur. TM is not only a path to apostasy from Christ, but also to the loss of one’s health! 

New Age movement 

“The New Age movement is spreading like an avalanche all over the world. In 1988 in Germany it had 500.000 members and many supporters and collaborators. The movement consists of many thousands of organizations, which are spinning the whole world with this web. Its most important objective and the secret of its ‘unity in diversity’ lies in the establishment of a new world order characterized by a group consciousness, cooperation and interaction. The basis of this system is a belief in a kind of ‘internal reign’ over our planet, executed by hierarchical spiritual beings, allegedly ‘masters of wisdom’ who, in fact, are demoniac principalities. The New Age comprises a synthesis of oriental religions, gnosis and spiritism, based on esoteric (secret) teachings mediated by demons. It is therefore understandable that one can find here every kind of occultism, soothsaying, astrology, hypnosis, yoga, psychotronics, as well as a revived belief in witches and magicians, reincarnation, Germanic mysticism and pantheistic conceptions. There is no place for God of the Bible in this new world order. His position has been taken by Lucifer – Lightbearer. A driving force of this movement is the ancient desire to be like God (cf. Gen 3:5), to be equal to the Highest One, to be invoked instead of God. 
Naturally, one of the means used for this purpose is music, an easy way how to influence the crowds. To achieve the objective pursued, the existing way of thinking must be changed. Rational thinking has to make way for synthetic and intuitive thinking, which is not based on facts known by reason. It is a plan for the establishment of a new world order, new world rule and new religion. A false Christ (Maitrea) shall appear. Under his rule, a system of a total world control shall be introduced, for only who has all the vitally important fields in his hands and controls them, can overrule the world. To be permitted to make a business or a trade, every citizen will be assigned his own number which he is going to use for each transaction, even for small purchases. Sooner than Maitrea would appear, a majority of the population must be in contact with the spiritual leaders, to be ready to receive their messiah. Maitrea shall introduce a new world religion and unless Jews and Christians cooperate, they shall be in danger of being persecuted and exterminated… Having revealed the substance of the New Age, we must now draw consequences before it is too late.” (Mother Basilea Schlink)
The Lord says: “What fault did your fathers find in Me, that they strayed from Me? They followed worthless idols and became worthless themselves.” (Jer 2:5). “The priests did not ask, ‘Where is the Lord?’ Those who deal with the law did not know Me, the leaders rebelled against Me, the prophets prophesied by Baal, following worthless idols.” (v.8)

Concerning the New Age movement, Card. J. Ratzinger says: “When visiting Catholic bookshops in Latin America, I noticed that spiritual tracts of the past were substituted there (and not only there) by loads of psychoanalytical guides. Sound theology gave way to psychology, if possible to the most popular one. Furthermore, fascination by all the oriental, or all that is considered to be oriental, has become almost irresistible: in many religious houses (male as well as female) the cross was substituted by the symbols of Asian religious tradition. At some places even the former liturgic rites disappeared and instead of them yoga and Zenbuddhist practices were introduced!”    (Brixen 1984)

In his pastoral letter “Christ or Aquarius” Cardinal G. Danneels points out four pillars of the New Age (an ostensible scientific basis, religious teachings of Orient, new psychologies, occultism). Similarly the New Age is spoken about in the encyclic “Jesus Christ – the Fountain of Living Waters” (Rome 2003). 

Briefly as to the New Age: Where the true conversion is not preached, where sin is not called a sin but just a failure, frustration, non-acceptance etc., there the Holy Spirit does not work because the Holy Spirit convicts of the sin (cf. Jn 16:8) and likewise Jesus as the only and personal Saviour is excluded there. 

Then various psychologies, philosophies and theologies are just an outer façade of rotten and corpse-like Christianity. It is necessary to realize that natural religion is a religion of the old self, which is paganism, and that is the spirituality of the New Age.

The spirit of the New Age always was and is present in a lukewarm Christianity, and that in the Catholic, Protestant as well as Orthodox one. Only the one who experienced real conversion and who is willing to receive Lord Jesus Christ and His Gospel without exceptions, only the one separated himself from the old-new spirituality of the New Age. 
The Focolare movement

1. Unity and love on the New Age base

Chiara Lubich receives the Rotary award of the Tridentine Alto Adige Südtirol 2001. The commentary mentions: “During her life Chiara L. helped reveal love, she was supporting solidarity and dialogue between nations and different religions, all that being elements corresponding with the ideals of Rotarians.” 

A Rotary representative Mr. Mattarolo says: “We have similar aims, though we in a non-confessional context… we also want unity.” (New City 9/2001)
The Rotary Club is closely related with Free Masons who are carrying out their secret operations even inside the Church to its liquidation. If the Rotary gives Chiara its award and she receives it without shame, then there arises a question: What kind of love is it and what kind of solidarity which is propagated by the Focolare and at the same time corresponds with Rotarian ideals? Rotarians have the ideals and spirit of the New Age and are in a close relation with Masons. We ask next: Which are those similar aims and what kind of unity is it that the Focolare movement and this strange organization have in common? Jesus prayed for His disciples that they all may be one as He is one with the Father; that the world may believe, not in some deity or vibrations, but in Jesus as the Only Saviour (cf. Jn 17:21). It must be clear to everyone that this unity is diametrically different from the unity of Rotarians and Focolarines. Unity may be created by anyone and with anywhom, even Judas made unity. But with whom? With the murderers of Christ. The very fact from whom Chiara is receiving awards, shows whom she serves and with whom she makes spiritual unity – with enemies of Christ and His Church. It is similar as if a doctor took rewards from the undertaker’s for a great number of the dead, appreciating that he and the undertaker’s create an inseparable unity.

2. Syncretism of the Focolare movement
The Focolare journal “New City” 10/2002 states: “14th June. In the entrance hall of the Mariapoli Centre there is an unusual notice hanging: Bhakti, way of love. Unity with God and universal brotherhood of Hinduism and Christianity.” Another article mentions that Chiara received several doctorates of honour from Hinduists and Buddhists whereat she was also speaking about a so-called unity and so-called love. What are we to say as to the real love and unity with God? This is clearly expressed in the First Commandment: “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the house of slavery… you shall have no other gods...” (Dt 5:6-10) “Hear, O Israel! The Lord is your God, the Lord is one! And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might…” (Dt 6:4-9) “You shall not follow other gods, any of the gods of the peoples who surround you, for the Lord your God in the midst of you is a jealous God; otherwise the anger of the Lord your God will be kindled against you and He will wipe you of the face of the earth.” (Dt 6:14-15)

Hinduism does not have one Highest God. They have a plenty of gods with small g (demons). What kind of god or deity is it with which Christianity, as Focolare proposes, is to make universal brotherhood, and what actually does this mean? This notice as well as the whole article reveal that there is a confusion in terms, that Christian terms are given a completely different content. We are asking how it is possible that in the Catholic Church there are more than 300 Focolare bishops and a few cardinals and they do not react upon the heretical tendency of Focolare and upon the offence which the founder is giving. Thus we will soon have to give the truth to sects which claim that Catholic Church is a harlot of antichrist and a Babylon from which one should escape as soon as possible. 

Many of those who left the Focolare give shocking testimonies. The ex-members of this movement studied the analysis by G.A. Galanti Ph.D. who investigated into the Moon’s sect, a so-called Unification Church (Church of unity), and in their study they came to a conclusion that over 10 different techniques of a so-called ‘brainwashing’ are used not only by the Moon’s sect but also by the Focolare movement. These techniques have been described by R.J. Lifton in his book “Study of Brainwashing”. 

In Focolare one comes across a confusion of terms, confusion of truth, confusion of spirit, it has a different gospel, a different spirit and different Christ. It is necessary to critically tear off masks and point at a dreadful nakedness and monstrosity. False love and unity cause that the sin is not called as a sin and truth as a truth, and then Jesus cannot be the only and exclusive Saviour and the only Way. The spirit which is behind the Focolare is not the spirit of truth and repentance, so it is not the Spirit of God. Here we have to do with a hidden and false system and spirit of the New Age inside the Catholic Church. 

a) Prem-yoga

Chiara L. has established a so-called prem-yoga, which is a fruit of the spiritual syncretism of the Focolare movement. This is internal apostasy from the Spirit of Christ, this is a loss of Christian identity, this is idolatry. Moreover, it is a public offence to the whole Church. All that is a shame and betrayal to Christ is nowadays considered to be an honour. Chiara is tolerated, and even admired for her unity with those who are crucifying Christ and liquidating His Church. 

b) Syncretism

The pernicious syncretism, which is publicly promoted by the Focolare movement, is not a mission, but an antimission which receives the spirit of paganism instead of bringing in the Spirit of Christ. This is a betrayal of mission, this is a betrayal of Christ, this is a betrayal of apostolic and Catholic tradition, this is a betrayal of Catholic teaching. This syncretism is a sin against the Holy Spirit. 

c) Rotary award 

If someone approves the Rotary award and doctorates of honour conferred by the enemies of Christ and His Church, and does not see a Judas reward in it, then he is either blind or he likewise has the spirit of Judas. 

Conclusion: What we are pointing here out is either true and then it is necessary to begin a responsible and operative treatment of this pernicious tumour in the Catholic Church, or we are liars slandering a holy movement and a holy founder. Then let us be brought before the supreme Church court for a trial. There let it be proved that what we are writing is not true, and we may be punished. Then let this covert heresy and this covert spirit of the New Age inside the Church be justified in public. Yet, the tactics of the Focolare is to disguise and escape from a direct confrontation with the truth, and to put witnesses out of the way by means of phrases and half-truths. In this hidden fight the responsibility falls upon every bishop of the Catholic Church, that in his diocese he should warn against this hidden and crafty heresy and against this cunning spirit of the New Age.

Let every bishop think over Jesus’ words addressed not only to the bishop of Thyatira: “But I have this against you that you tolerate the woman JEZEBEL, who calls herself a prophetess and is teaching and seducing my servants to practise (spiritual) immorality and to eat food sacrificed to idols. 

I gave her time to repent, but she refuses to repent of her (spiritual) immorality. Behold, I will throw her on a sickbed, and those who commit adultery (idolatry) with her I will throw into great tribulation, unless they repent of her doings; and I will strike her children dead. And all the churches shall know that I am He who searches mind and heart, and I will give to each of you as your works deserve.” (Rev 2:20-23)

V. THE FRUIT OF ORIENTAL MEDITATIONS

Fr. Jacques Verlinde worked as a nuclear chemist. When in 1968 Maharishi Mahesh Yoga crossed his way, his life got changed all the way through. He followed his guru first to Spain, later to India. In 1971–1974 he was soaking up the teachings of great Hindu masters as a sponge, he practised yoga and other techniques promising to attain divinity and perfection. He spent whole months in meditation, almost without food and sleep. He experienced “samadhi”, a full unification with himself, as a fascination, but not as a happiness at all. Behind all this he felt an “immense emptiness”. After his conversion he calls: “Who step by step starts going this way, practising a little bit of yoga, a little bit of spiritualism, ‘playing with’ occultism, letting himself be initiated into esoterics, is drop by drop receiving a poison into himself. We also must not forget that the Indian mantras which a person receives during the consecration ceremony, contain the names of divinities. It is therefore not possible to carry out the transcendental meditation in a neutral way. If I translated to you the texts from Sanskrit, which are repeated in mantras over and over again, you would see that they mean: ‘I am falling down before this or that divinity and invoking it’. How can I as a Christian, who is to invoke Christ only, repeat words with this meaning for half an hour? This is nothing else than a pure idolatry, even when it is done unconsciously. In addition, during the rite of initiation, in the name of the divinity, the initiate receives a set of objects connected with a deep symbolism. By means of these symbols man submits himself to the divinities. 

Therefore, with all earnestness I want to warn against any attempts to introduce yoga practices, mantra or other oriental rites into the Christian environment. Someone may object now that I am intolerant. However, due to my personal experience I cannot speak otherwise. I admit, my experience was an extreme one. But that is actually its advantage: it helps open one’s eyes. Who is trying yoga, though only a little, does not realize the danger of taking a way the end of which he would not want to reach. 

It is impossible to practise these techniques which lead to a coalescence and make us become media of cosmic powers, and remain undisturbed. For these techniques are highly efficient, be it in small or big doses. Their efficiency consists in the fact that they manage to open a person and turn him or her into a medium. In consequence of this, sooner or later, this person becomes a victim of such entities with which he or she would better have nothing in common. Many consider this warning exaggerated, but every day I am again and again confirmed in this truth in my spiritual direction of young people who incline to those attempts. This inclination is connected with trivializing the techniques and occult practices within the New Age. This integrates Hindu techniques, Chinese religiosity, but also occult practices (from magnetism up to channeling). In addition, all this is intertwined with methods of alternative medicine and some introductory practices of esoteric schools. Everybody can choose something: alternative medicine, ecology, natural healing and so on. But one usually does not stop here. Step by step he goes further. Sooner or later, one will end up with relax techniques which open a person for so-called cosmic energies.”

· A calling by a doctor: “I was practising yoga for eight years. I travelled to summer camps and gatherings, and in 1979 I spent a month in India, in a Hindu monastery near Madras. Only there my eyes opened. Here I went through a deep crisis, and I could pay for it dearly with my life. Jesus saved me. I have been living a life of faith already for 10 years and I have radically broken up with my false spiritual past. There is no other way. It is not possible to serve both God and demons! I am calling: Christians must know, yoga is a drug. They are to know it from Church authorities, from priests and from bishops. Laymen are too weak for this task.” (A personal testimony from Moravia)

· Cultural revolution (Christof Gaspari, Cultural revolution – New Age, Vision 2000, 2/2004): “I often recall the talk I had with a good friend of mine 10 years ago. During a common walk I asked him about his relationship to Jesus Christ… His answer: ‘Looking at God as at a person, I grew out of it long ago. I have come a little further today...’ This man goes to the Holy mass every Sunday. What happened that Christians lost from their sight the very centre of their faith and exchanged the living God for a vague spirituality? And what is more, they are looking at this way as at a further development of their faith!”

VI. MARTIAL ART

Christianity has nothing against sport and healthy exercise. Unfortunately, oriental martial art is not a mere sport. However, this fact is intentionally concealed to us Europeans. 

Judo, aikido, tae-kwon-do… are a way, a lifestyle. The word “do” means ‘a way of life’. This is but a false way of salvation. It is a way of spiritual apostasy, for the martial art is an inseparable part of oriental meditation and oriental religious systems. 

In Chinese culture there is a universal cosmic-moral order contained in a conception of “tao”. The oriental pseudomysticism is based on a false idea that man aims for “harmony” with the so-called universal order. (Equally, the terms “yin” and “yang”, with their entire philosophy, lead a Christian to apostasy – i.e. to a false image of God.) 

One of these ways leading to a supposed “transpersonal experience” (i.e. crossing the boundaries of one’s self), awakening one’s inner potentialities, is the so-called journey of a warrior. After gaining control over their own soul and body (psyche and soma), they are said to reach the highest forms of knowledge. (note: What a nonsense! How can one reach the highest knowledge without Christ? For only “in Christ are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge…” (Col 2:3-4))

Meditation, connected with a fight, consists in the opening out of the so-called “Chi” energy resources. The warrior yields to the forces that surround him and that he realizes. /note: What kind of forces are those? Are they demonic forces that are mentioned in the Holy Scripture? Those forces have nothing to do with the physical forces that can be identified by science. It is clear that the whole system is based on a religious, pagan ground, it is built up on self-divinization, on pride by which God’s love and the means of salvation offered by Him are considered a foolishness, and it goes its own way when obeying its idol who said already in Paradise: “You shall be like God.” (Gen 3:5)/

Techniques:

1) Karate

Karate uses a method typical for philosophy – transforming of human spirit through body cultivation, which also is the main principle of yoga. Besides, it proclaims salvation by one’s own efforts without God’s grace. Higaonna, the 10th dan says: “I do not completely refuse the idea of a sporting karate that has popularized our art so much. However, the real karate is like a deep river; if we reduce it to a sport, it loses its nature.” Our goal is not to beat someone in a competition. Our goal has always been the teaching and spreading of that teaching. This is realized by handing down the techniques and kata that we inherited from our ancestors and we must pass them on to the next generations.” When taking the so-called big vows which correspond to eight ways of Buddhist tradition, the karate adept vows the following: “I will always obey Buddha, Dharma and Sangha.” He promises to accomplish ‘reincarnation’: “I will be always reborn in favourable conditions and I will spread throughout the universe.” (note: This has nothing to do with Christianity.) Reincarnation denies: a) immortal soul, b) personal God, c) heaven or hell, d) it is a loss of natural faith and faith in Christ without Whom one cannot be saved. “He who does not believe will be condemned.” (Mk 16:16) Belief in reincarnation is a hindrance to salvation. 

An attitude of a Christian:

Anti-biblical teaching and attitudes connected with this ‘sport’ can be summarized within these points:

1. Absolute submission to Buddha, not to our Lord Jesus Christ.

2. Reincarnation is a denial of the Gospel.

3. Making oneself equal with God: “I will save all creatures.”

Propagator Higaonna states: “Karate cannot be reduced to sport only, it thus loses its substance… Its aim is to spread the teaching through the techniques and kata.” What kind of teaching? What philosophy? The fundamental philosophy of karate has its roots in Buddhism, it propagates pantheism and the cult of violence as well. Such philosophy and such teaching are incompatible with Christianity. 

2) Judo

To all beginners judo is presented as a mere sport. However, something different is presented to them when they are reading a literature that often contains anti-Christian philosophy. Thus the young judo beginner first starts to incline to oriental religions. Later on, when he “can no longer go without” judo and when he comes to see that without meditation and opening himself to the so-called “energies” he will be unable to have any success, he entirely opens himself up for the whole religious system from which judo emanates. Judo thus becomes a cunning trap for thousands of young Christians who seeking sports lose eternal life by falling away from Christ. 

Since the 20th Olympic Games in Munich (1972), martial arts became an Olympic event. J. Jazarin, when writing about the spirit of judo, remarked: “Those who consider judo a sport only, and strength with victory as the only goals, are mistaken. The true victory lies in our liberation: an absolute elasticity of the spirit that controls the body.”

A Christian asks: “What liberation? From what?” The biggest slave-holder, in fact, is the devil, the sin and the old man in us. Only God can save us from these three slavers. Jesus puts it clearly: “If you abide in My word… you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” (Jn 8:31-32) In order to help us avoid any doubtfulness what truth is meant here, He says: “I am the truth.” (Jn 14:6) “If the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed.” (Jn 8:36)

3) Aikido

A Japanese term which can be translated as a way that leads to a unification with the universal spirit. ‘Ki’ – means energy, power of spirit contained in cosmos – a philosophical category of the Orient. ‘Ai’ – means harmonization, cooperation. ‘Do’ – signifies a way. The founder of aikido was Morihei Ueshiba. He refused a fight and created a way of harmony with cosmic energies. He said that one who reveals the mystery of aikido has the whole universe in himself and can say: “I am the whole (almighty) world.”

 “Suddenly I felt that the whole world shook in its foundations and a goldish spiritual energy from the earth surrounded my body. I felt this brightness of mind and body. I began to understand the speech of birds and see the divine intentions. At that time I reached the enlightenment. I came to believe that aikido is a divine love, a spirit loving all living creatures.”

An attitude of a Christian:

This is not a sport but a way to unification with the so-called universal spirit. What or who is that so-called universal spirit? Is it not the spirit that transformed

himself into a snake, suggestively stood up against the Word of God and managed to cast doubt upon it and thus entrap the first people by saying that they would have an extraordinary knowledge (enlightenment) and extraordinary power and that they would be like God (cf. Gen 3:1-7)?! 

‘Ai’ – means harmony, cooperation. But with whom? With the only true God who is love? With His Son who is the only and the true Saviour? With the Holy Spirit who initiates us into the mystery of salvation and by whom only we can cry out “Abba, Father”? No. We are presented another, hidden god with small ‘g’. There is a different spirit – with small ‘s’. That harmony and cooperation signify a self-divinization, an apostasy from the true God, and an idolatry. 

‘Ki’ – is a spirit but not the Spirit of God!

‘Do’ – is a way of idolatry, a way to perdition!

4) Tai-Chi

During a public show of martial arts in Ostrava, Czech Republic, among others there was also a duel of a karatist and a master of tai-chi. The karatist did a few lunges at his rival. The master of tai-chi stretched out his hand and doing a bow-shaped motion he “took away energy” from the karatist who, paralysed, fell down. 

Nowadays tai-chi is very popular and spread. In every bigger town there are courses of tai-chi. 

A testimony: “During my rehabilitation studies I had an opportunity to come into contact with tai-chi as well. It was recommended to us as a ‘healthy gymnastics’. Right from the first lesson one begins with unblocking the energetic canals and working with the energy - ‘Chi’. Working with energies is on the first place in tai-chi. So not developing or relieving muscles, as one could expect, but an initiation into the world of false spirituality. Each lesson begins with ‘unblocking one’s energy’ and with concentration. When training oneself in the given set of exercises (parts of which one learns in stages) the stress is laid upon a synchronization of breathing with doing precise, slow exercises imitating motions of animals. What is dangerous about it? When working with energies, one opens himself to unknown energetic powers with which he can manipulate (this flatters one’s pride), experiences a so-called ‘warmth’ (feelings of warmth, warm hands). The tai-chi courses are attended by people desiring some spirituality – and they find it there. It is largely women who are coming here for they have it for some kind of oriental dance. 

One feels to be spiritual and studies further – chacra, aura, meditations, all oriental religions… One gets in a trap without even noticing it. This is a way of gradual apostasy from the living Christ, an exchange of the Holy Spirit for the spirit of an angel of light – satan. 

Love has no place in martial arts, here everything is concentrated on one’s ego, pride, on one’s own (not that of God) way to salvation. The egocentric love leads to a self-divinization, which is impurity and lie, a way to eternal perdition. It is a way which in its pride refuses the knowledge of the true God and the only Saviour Jesus Christ, and ends in worshipping of various gods – demons. In other words – in self-idolatry and finally in worshipping animals as gods.”

VII. DALAI LAMA OF TIBET

In 1990 Dalai Lama visited not only the President of the Czech Republic (CR), with whom he spent whole day in meditation, but he also visited Cardinal F. Tomášek and promptly gave him a wreath of “spiritual unity” around his neck. This meeting with the Cardinal was interpreted as a practical ecumenism which, as everyone can consequently deduce, is to be followed by common laymen as well. All newspapers, including the Catholic press, were presenting uncritical views of the Dalai Lama. In the title pages one could read: “His Holiness”, but unfortunately not a single explanation of this term, and thereby Catholic believers fell into a big confusion. The Dalai Lama considers himself God, thus making himself equal with Jesus Christ; the Tibetans feel and express a divine respect for him and he indeed lets himself be worshipped this way. However, it is a shame that also Christians are manifesting such respect for him. The present Dalai Lama is allegedly the 14th reincarnation of bodhisatva Avalokiteshvara. By the gesture of inviting the Dalai Lama the Catholics were as if told that it is necessary to have a respect for other religions and their gods. Discerning is not allowed so that one then could not be able to see the abysmal difference. It would be “against a respect”. We have no sooner breathed in the Christian freedom than there emerged a freedom for other spiritualities and a dictatorship from the side of one’s own who deny Christ and tempt even others to do so. 

Not long after (the visitation in CR), the Dalai Lama came to Poland and visited not only President Walesa but also Cardinal Glemb. Fifteen years after, we are critically looking back and can see the fruit of the false respect. Czech Republic is the most atheistic state in Europe. Within the last 10 years 20% of Catholics have apostatized from the Church. For a wonder, the Catholic President Walesa lost the election and Poland has no longer a Catholic believer at government. One has been facing a rapid decline of church attendance, and what in USA lasted 30 years lasted only 4 years in Poland. This confusion that all religions are equal was and still is systematically brought into the public opinion and, as a consequence, common people started to put Jesus Christ on an equal level with “his holiness” – Dalai Lama, and Christianity on an equal level with Lamaism or Buddhism. 

Why was Dalai Lama so eager to meet and embrace with John Paul II.? Many photo-commentaries used words which were indirectly saying that Christianity and paganism are one. 

Preaching Christian religion in Tibet is prohibited. A certain Protestant missionary tried to speak there one day about our Lord Jesus Christ and was condemned to a death penalty by being thrown into a dry well where several corpses were already lying in decay. Indeed miraculously he was saved by God and gave a testimony of “respect and tolerance” of the Tibetan Lamaism towards Christians (Wesley L. Duewel: Touch the World through Prayer, 1986). St. Paul the Apostle gives a question: “What communion has light with darkness? And what accord has Christ with Belial?” (2Cor 6:15) What unity of Jesus Christ with Dalai Lama? 

From the catechetic lectures by St. Cyril of Jerusalem we know that before they were baptized all pagans had gone through exorcism. For paganism, in fact, is not atheism but a vital belief in demons. Also St. Cyril and Methodius were casting out demons from newly converted Slavs. In Eastern Churches exorcism is practised at the ceremony of baptism up to the present day. 

VIII. A COMMENTARY ON THE MEETING IN ASSISI

The religious sisters of the contemplative monastery of St. Basil the Great, located on the Papal territory in Castel Gandolfo (Albano), not more than a year before the death of John Paul II., worked out a proclamation concept for him regarding the interreligious meetings in Assisi, and passed it to him with a request to have it pronounced or worked over and published in the whole Church. The contemplative sisters perceived that religious syncretism is one of the main causes of the world-wide crisis of Christianity. They also perceived that the earthquake in Assisi was a prophetical sign from heaven. (During the earthquake a large stone fell down from the ceiling and broke the main altar in the basilica which had been desacrated by a pagan cult.) They proposed the following form: 

ASSISI WORLD PEACE PRAYERS PROCLAMATION 

(years 1986 and 2002)

Peace is a general human value which is to be recognized by each soberly judging person, whatever religion he or she belongs to, or even by those who are atheists. 

In the years 1986 and 2002, there were World Peace Prayers taking place, in participation of the heads of non-Christian (pagan) religions, too. Unfortunately, massmedia, and even Catholic magazines, calendars and books presented documentary photographs with confusing citations and commentaries. However, on no consideration one should draw incorrect conclusions out of these Assisi prayers. Therefore, it is necessary to emphasize again: 

1) Christian God, who at the same time is Trinitary God, namely the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, is not identical with the deities worshipped by Hinduists, Buddhists, Shintoists, Lamaists, Animists etc. There is a diametric difference. There is nothing to be broken or changed concerning the fundaments of the Christian faith, it is and will always be true that the only Saviour is Jesus Christ and “there is salvation in noone else!” (Acts 4:12).

2) Various arguments of theologians, especially in the post-Council era, about alternative and regular ways to salvation through those religions, are merely theories. Many times they even divert from the essential truths of the faith. The views of these theologians cannot be regarded as religious truths on which our salvation is based. This salvation is only in Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the only Saviour, and nowhere else! We are all obliged to be witnesses to Christ (cf. Acts 1:8). 

3) Regarding mission and missionaries - in the first place missionaries are obliged to preach Jesus Christ, the Saviour, as the base, the centre and the top of their mission (cf. EN, art.68). It is inadmissible to degrade this assignment in a way that instead of being missionaries they will just be social and charitative or cultural workers. It would be a betrayal of the Gospel. It was and still is true: “Go into the world and preach the Gospel to the whole creation. He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned.” (Mk 16:15-16) 

4) What is it that bishops, theologians, religious persons, priests and Christian laymen should repent of in the first place? It is that they should receive the Spirit of Christ and leave the spirit of this world. Therefore, it is necessary to have the apostles’ teaching (cf. Acts 2:42). What is this apostles’ teaching? It is inevitable to have the same faith, the same Gospel, the same Spirit, the same Christ that the apostles had and preached. “Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to Him.” (Rom 8:9)

What Paul the Apostle writes to Galatians is actual even nowadays: “I am astonished that you are so quickly… turning to a different gospel… But even if I, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to that which we preached to you, let him be accursed.” (Gal 1:6.9)This is, in fact, the apostles’ teaching and the apostolic faith, and I confirm and proclaim it again: We are obliged to preach the living Christ in season and out of season, the Christ that has been preached for 2000 years, and also to preach the same Gospel, and to be His witnesses – martyres (cf. Acts 1:8).

Pagans cannot be sure about their salvation, and we have a duty to endeavour after their salvation by word, conduct and by all means. Indifference towards their salvation is a great sin of the present days. The Apostle calls: “Woe to me if I do not preach the Gospel!” (1Cor 9:16)

There is only one way and one door leading to the kingdom of God, and Christ is this way and this door! (cf. Jn 14:6; Jn 10:9)

5) If there is someone considering Assisi prayers to be a model of entrance in the New Age, one is mistaken! My answer is by the words of Paul the Apostle: “What fellowship has light with darkness? What accord has Christ with Belial?… Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols?” (2Cor 6:14-16)

Conclusion: I repeat – the Assisi prayers were exclusively an act of a general strengthening of the world peace, and not an expression of syncretism or unity with those pagan religions. Those who from the Assisi meeting have drawn some false conclusions or arguments contrary to the apostles’ teaching and tradition of saints, and would like to proclaim some new faith or some new spirituality, those behave dishonestly and intentionally spread incorrect explanations. 

The Assisi prayers were abused against the Catholic as well as Christian faith. Influenced by this sad experience, I therefore recommend not to organize such events any more. If somehow I gave offence either to Catholics or to other Christians, I apologize that I did not give an immediate clear explanation and thus created an opportunity for manipulation of the whole affair. Together with Saint Paul the Apostle I say: “If anyone is preaching a Christ or a gospel contrary to that which the apostles and the Church have preached for 2000 years, let him be accursed!” (cf. Gal 1:9).                21st June 2004
IX. PROPHETSHIP

The Church is founded on two main pillars, the first one is the apostles – bishops, and the second one is the prophets (Eph 2:20). We are asking: who are the prophets? Every baptized person is to take part in this authority, as well as everyone who is baptized should be a Christ’s disciple and Christ’s witness. But still, there are people, whom God called to follow Him entirely, similarly as He called the apostles. In the first place, those called by God are the religious. We are standing in front of the basic question, which is a reform, a renewal of the religious life. Every order or congregation, whether a male or a female one, has a common base – an obligation to follow Christ and desire holiness in the first place. The form of holiness has already been given in the charisma introduced by this or that founder. However, nowadays it is necessary to renew the foundations. “If the foundations are destroyed what can the righteous do?” (Ps 11:3)

How to begin with the renewal of a monastery life? First there must be a vital experience of faith, prayer, which consequently can be passed over, offered; an experience of a true spiritual revival, conversion, spiritual fight. The vision has already been given by the Holy Scripture: to live like first Christians, to be of one heart and one soul. This idea was adopted by St. Basil, the founder of monastic life in the Christian East (4thcent.), and even nowadays it is shared among all converted Christians in a greater or lesser extent. No two people under the sun can create a real unity in Christ without being ready in Christ and for Christ to die to their ego. The point is not just an external unity without a true spirit of repentance as we can see it in the Focolare movement. 

A true spirit of repentance, as the substantial element of a renewal, is underlain by this structure: Let us notice that the apostles Peter and John actually walked and preached together, they both were pillars of the Church and they were in unity. Peter’s apostleship – authority is now represented by the Roman Bishop and it is participated by other bishops. However, beside the apostolic authority there is also a prophetic charisma – this was represented by apostle John. The prophetic charisma is to be realized through The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. (Note: Unfortunately, those who today hold the abovementioned offices, remain in heresy and are therefor excluded from the Mystical Body of Christ, and, consequently, do not fulfil their duty.) This Congregation should not only watc and reveal heresies or deviations but also positively edificate, which means that it is to be a prophetical authority (prophetship) in the Church. The responsibility of the Congregation is so great and the comprehension of its work so wide that there arises a question how, in these so hard times build up such a structure that would open the way for the prophetic spirit to penetrate into all parts of the Christ’s Church. This nervous system of the mystical body should be commissions for the doctrine of the faith in parishes, deanships, dioceses and in the whole nation. In its practical realization it would help if in every nation there were two truly believing men chosen (best out of the religious). These should be consecrated to bishops, given an authority and in all dioceses of a respective nation they should be in charge of the religious reform and thus endeavour after a true teaching, formation and holiness of the religious, in the first place by their own example, word and teaching. Beside the religious life the Catholic Church has almost for 40 years had a spiritual power called Charismatic renewal. Millions of those converted and renewed by the Holy Spirit want to follow Christ but instead of it they are perishing in the desert or spiritually scraping along. It is necessary to revive the prophetic charisma whose role is to: 1) edify 2) exhort 3) comfort (1Cor 14:3). Charisma without a structure is helpless. Structure without a prophetic charisma is destructive. The renewal of spiritual life starts from an individual that has gone through a conversion. He then needs a living Church with a sound teaching, sound morals and sound spirit. There is a need of such a structure that would protect this life and Spirit of God and develop it in one’s soul. On this basis it is necessary to build the Commission for the Doctrine of the Faith, which is to be a living prophetic structure. The Commission would also keep watch over the orthodoxy of the teaching in seminaries and over the Christian press. Apart from this the Commission would publish its own journal that would bring contributions by the religious and by other believers truly living in faith, as a form of edification. It should not only be a testimony of vital faith, but, above all, it should give clear directives in the issues of faith, morals, and of charismas too. Through this journal the Commission would be to bring forth a concrete word of prophecy, a word from which one can live and which is in full accordance with the tradition of the Apostles as well as of the whole Church.

Nowadays one confronts several questions that are frequently raised in the Church. If the Church is going to keep silent and bring no biblically or doctrinally founded answers, then we can be sure that the vacuum created by ignorance will soon be filled up with heresies!!! Therefore it is necessary to renew the prophetic authority (prophetship) in the Church.

Those two bishops would be subordinate not to the Bishops’ Conference, not to a synod, but to the Prefect of The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (who fulfils the task of apostle John). Obligations of the Commission: At least one hour of contemplative prayer daily. One day a week at common prayers. Once a month two days spent in prayer and work discussion: three hours of prayer, each hour followed by a discussion. The Commission for the Doctrine of the Faith shall renew the prophetic authority in the Church. 

CONCLUSION

Within about 40 years, Hinduism through yoga and Buddhism through the so-called martial arts, have managed to penetrate into all cities of the Christian world. Who has a share in the great apostasy, is the liberal theologians due to their false interpretation of the Council declaration Nostra aetate. Jesus is calling even nowadays: “Repent, and believe in the Gospel!” (Mk 1:15) St. Basil writes: “And if the one who was given a duty to instruct neglects it, one deserves a punishment of a murderer!”

Lord, give to us, and also to the paralysed Church, a true spirit of repentance!

Pidhirci monastery, 19th April 2005

IV. WORD

THE FIRST COMMANDMENT

INTRODUCTION

The Word of God says: “If the FOUNDATIONS are DESTROYED, WHAT CAN THE RIGHTEOUS (i.e. one who really wants to give God the first place in his life) DO?” (Ps 11:3) We are asking: “What to do when the foundations of faith and morals in the Catholic Church are destroyed? There are three possibilities:

1) To leave the Catholic Church, what has been done by many. 

2) To remain in the Church at the price of worshipping other gods or tacitly tolerating them therein. But then I will be its dead member and not a living one.

3) To remain in this Church but at the price that I will be “numbered with criminals” (Lk 22:37) and crucified. 

We chose this third possibility. We have been hanging on the cross for more than 20 years, from the time when we said a clear word against idolatry within the Church, this idolatry being represented by all forms of occultism. Openly standing up against this spirit, the consequence was that he “helped” us leave our country. When we preached a living Christ in Ukraine, after about one year something similar happened as when Herod and Pilate joined against Christ, and we were to be deported. However, the orange revolution broke the plans. 

Without any reason the Czech delegature was liquidated (29 religious vocations together with candidates). We who had perpetual vows appealed to Rome. We are still monks. We are on the cross, still breathing. We are waiting for death, yet we believe in a ressurection of Christ’s Church. We are aware that this is not the question of us at all but of thousands of nameless who also do not want to worship other gods. And they are being killed in silence in the name of obedience. 

After us it will come to the turn of 40 contemplative Basilian sisters who also do not want to worship other gods. At the same time there is a silent liquidation going on in the Church, affecting those “who have not bowed the knee to Baal” (Rom 11:4). Naturally, the liquidation is carried out by help of psychological intrigues, lies and half-truths, in order to carefully disguise the main reason: faithfulness to Jesus Christ and to His bleeding mystical body – the Church. 

Of course, we forgive and bless all, because we are fully aware that we ourselves as weak sinful people need God’s forgiveness. We are aware, too, that in following our Lord Jesus Christ there is still much half-heartedness and irradicalism our side. We are but thankful that Lord has opened our eyes and given us an opportunity to say four words from the cross, as an expression of the pains of His mystical body:
First: One Hour with Jesus – Contemplative Prayer 

Second: A Critique on the Historic-Critical Theology 

Third: Pagan Religions 

Fourth: The First Commandment

These words (essays) we are sending to The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith to Rome.

Contents:

I. Catechism of the Catholic Church

II. Homoeopathy

III. The Method of Silva

IV. Reiki

V. Kinesiology

VI. Acupuncture

VII. Hypnosis

VIII. Magnetism

IX. Contemporary Psychology and Occultism

X. Radioesthesis, Rhabdomancy and so-called Geopathogenic Zones

XI. Music

XII. The Canons of the Eastern  Churches (of the Orthodox Church)

The whole sphere of occultism, which is treated by this paper, has such a serious impact – sins against the First Commandment, and still it is covered (occult) so much that due to a lack of knowledge many practices of magic and divination are propagated even by a number of religious and priests. Here the following rule can be applied: If in any practice there is magic, divination or spiritism covered, then even its new form is already condemned by the Church. 

Deut 18:9-12 names 9 spheres of occultism: 

1. going through fire – sacredness to deities (demons)

2. (Hebrew ‘kósem’) – divination (about 200 forms)

3. (‘mo‘nén’) – astrology (horoscopes, signs of the zodiac…)

4. (‘manahesh’) – white magic (healer, magnetizer, psychotronic…)

5. (‘manasheb’) – black magic (sorcerer…)

6. (‘hóber haber’) – folk magic (spells, bewitching, magic away, wax casting, cinders…)

7. (‘shóel ob’) – spiritism as a form of divination
8. (‘jiddóni’) – soothsaying
9. (‘dóresh el hamatím’) – spiritism as a form of magic
“Whoever does these things is detestable to the Lord.” (v.12)

I. CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH (CCC)

· CCC 2112: “The first commandment condemns polytheism (e.g. Hinduism, Lamaism). It requires man neither to believe in, nor to venerate (nor to have any respect for), other divinities than the one true God.”

· CCC 2113: “…Many martyrs died for not adoring ‘the Beast’ (Rev 13-14) refusing even to simulate such worship. Idolatry rejects the unique Lordship of God (Yahweh).”

· CCC 2116: “All forms of divination are to be rejected: recourse to Satan or demons, conjuring up the dead or other practices falsely supposed to ‘unveil’ the future. Consulting horoscopes, astrology, palm reading, interpretation of omens and lots, the phenomena of clairvoyance, and recourse to mediums all conceal a desire for power over time, history, and, in the last analysis, other human beings, as well as a wish to conciliate hidden powers. They contradict the honor, respect, and loving fear that we owe to God alone.” 

· CCC 2117: “All practices of magic or sorcery, by which one attempts to tame occult powers, so as to place them at one’s service and have a supernatural power over others - even if this were for the sake of restoring their health – are gravely contrary to the virtue of religion. These practices are even more to be condemned when accompanied by the intention of harming someone, or when they have recourse to the intervention of demons. Wearing charms is also reprehensible. Spiritism often implies divination or magical practices; the Church for her part warns the faithful against it. Recourse to so-called traditional cures does not justify either the invocation of evil powers or the exploitation of another’s credulity.” 

The First Commandment: “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. You shall have no other gods before Me. You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above (birds, stars, sun) or on the earth beneath (sacred animals…) or in the water under the earth. You shall not worship them or serve them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealously loving God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, and on the third and the fourth generations of those who hate Me.” (Deut 5:6n)

“I – your God!” This refers above all to a personal relationship. “It means then that you are to be Mine. Realize that I created you, I gave My Son for you. I love you jealously. And what about you? I led you out from slavery. The slavery of Egypt, it is a slavery of satan and sin. What do I want from you? You shall have no other god but Me.” This relation of love towards a personal God is the most important thing. You cannot claim that you love God if you do not follow the concrete demands which are addressed to you: “Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord is one. And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your migth… You shall not follow other gods, any of the gods of the peoples who surround you.” (Deut 6:4-14) The First Commandment includes in itself all the other commandments. Without the First Commandment all the other have no sense. This relationship is connected with a blessing and its transgression with gravest punishments. Before his death, Moses reminds Israel: “See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, and death and adversity; in that I command you today to love the Lord your God, to walk in His ways and to keep His commandments… But if your heart turns away and you will not obey, but are drawn away and worship other gods and serve them, I declare to you today that you shall surely perish.” (Deut 30:15-17)

The history of Israel was turning round this main commandment. When the nation had inclined to idolatry, which has its power in magic, divination or spiritism (cf. Deut 18:9-14), then there came wars, captivities, diseases… When the nation had repented of idolatry, God miraculously intervened. For example the pious king Josaphat won over three armies of enemies without a battle (2Chron 20); also the pious king Hezekiah turned to God and the surrounded Jerusalem was miraculously saved, the following morning 185.000 enemies were dead (2Kings 18-20; 2Chron 32); on the other hand the sin of Jeroboam – a worship for two bullocks – brought terrible consequences. 

All kings of Israel, in contradiction to some of the kings of Judah, were idolaters. Although they were being constantly admonished, they did not turn to God. This dullness resulted in an exile to Babylonian slavery and extinction (722 B.C.). All kings of Judah and Israel are judged by one criterion – whether the king was an idolater, or whether he worshipped the Lord (2Chron 11:36). 

When preaching the full Gospel in the New Testament, it was necessary not only that people should believe in Christ, but also that they should break up with the spirit of paganism. The diviner in Philippi (cf. Acts 16) was building up the very best reputation for the Gospel preachers: “People, listen to them, these men are servants of the Most High God, they proclaim to you the way of salvation!” However, St. Paul discerned that she was possesed with a spirit of divination. He cast this spirit out whereby she lost this so-called ability. The reaction was that Paul and Silas were beaten with rods and thrown into a prison. 

St. Paul preached the Gospel in its fullness; that means he brought not just the good news of salvation, but he was also pointing at the danger of darkness hidden behind paganism, such as when encountering the sorcerer on Cyprus (cf. Acts 13:1-12). Sergius Paulus, the proconsul of the island, was a very intelligent man; however, he had beside him a Jewish magician named Bar-Jesus. When Paul came to preach Christ, the magician stiffly stood up against Paul and resisted him. In this dialogue, Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, said: “You son of the devil, will you not cease perverting the straight ways of the Lord? You shall be blind!” (cf. Acts 13:10n) If St. Paul had tolerated the magician, the whole island would have remained in the darkness of paganism. However, he stood up in the Holy Spirit against the spirit of darkness and the sorcerer turned blind; and then Paul could preach the Gospel of Christ in fullness.

Wherever the true Christianity occured, this encounter with the powers of darkness was unavoidable. Somewhere it even cost lives of thousands of martyrs. But we have already forgotten it. 

In Ephesus where the Apostle was preaching Christ, the people who converted burned occult literature which totalled 50.000 pieces of silver (cf. Acts 19:19-20). Nowadays one would say that it was a great loss, however afterwards, the Word of God spread mightily. How much of a similar literature propagating occultism and paganism has been spread within the last 20 years! Each truly converted Christian should make a purification of his house; not only from occult literature, but from occult symbols as well. 

What most dulls simple believers is the so-called white magic by help of which one is being “helped, healed”; it is prohibited because in its root there is the same spirit as in black magic, leading to the same goal. The Pastoral Letter by Tuscan Bishops begins like this: “‘Whoever does these things is detestable to the Lord.’ (Deut 18:12a) The Biblical admonition is nowadays more actual than ever before. As bishops of Tuscany, we feel obliged to present it clearly to our believers. For we are witnesses of a precarious return to magic practices. Based on the most recent statistics, there are almost 12 millions of ‘users of magic’ in Italy. This fact is pointing at an existential disorientation.”

When the apostles Peter and John came to Samaria, there was a man called Simon, a magician practising white magic. It is written about him that all people, from the least to the greatest, were persuaded that power of God which is called “Great” was working through him. It is interesting that there was nobody who would be able to discern what was the real matter – nobody but the apostles as they were full of the Holy Spirit. The chief problem with Simon was not money, but rather that his heart was not upright before God. He was bound by the gall of bitterness and iniquity. That main iniquity was the magic by which he was deceiving people and presented himself as a servant of God. “They heeded him because he had astonished them with his sorceries for a long time.” (cf. Acts 8:9-24) Even today people do not discern, and they claim: “The main thing is that it helps!”, but the question is for how long, and, above all, at what cost. Here one’s eternal life is at stake. One’s relation towards God is to be pure; but one who lets himself be helped by magic or divination, gets spiritually defiled. In the Old Testament, such defilement or such practices were punished by death (cf. Lev 20:6-27). 

Nowadays there broke out an invasion of foreign deities through pagan religions and practices. Therefore: 

a) You shall not have images of pagan deities like symbols of animals or birds. You shall not wear on your neck the sign of the zodiac, nor shall you believe in horoscopes. 

b) You shall not worship it: that means you shall give it neither your faith nor your heart (e.g. talismans). 

c) You shall not serve it. You shall worship the Only God and Him only you shall serve. Serving someone or something instead of God and worshipping it is an idolatry and slaving to demons. Then through your disobedience, these demons make claims to act in your life. Illnesses, misery, suffering will come upon you and your children up to the fourth generation after you (cf Ex 20:5). Such a punishment you will inflict upon yourself due to your disobedience to God and His Word. And mainly – how does it all end? “…idolaters, and all occupying themselves with magic, their lot shall be in the lake which burns with fire…” (Rev 21:8)

II. HOMOEOPATHY

In recent years, we have got used to the term “homoeopathy”. A majority of people has no idea what kind of roots it grows from. Homoeopathy is propagated as a new, harmless and a better healing system. But in fact it is a magic in disguise. What do scientists say about homoeopathy? 
1)  The book Alternative Medicine, Options and Risks. The author is a collective of 12 professors and doctors of science from Charles University, who after a critical analysis have made the following summary (p. 68): “Naturally, from the standpoint of scientific medicine we unambiguously reject homoeopathy as a system based on irrational principles. We reject the medication it uses because their effectiveness has not been proved.” 
2)  A similar attitude have the scientific workers Prof. Dr. hab. Med. Andrzej Gregosziewicz and Doc. Dr. hab. Jacek Tyczkowski from the Institute of Molecular and Macromolecular Research of PAN (The Polish Academy of Sciences) in Łodz, who occupied themselves with studying the homoeopathic therapy. 

3) The head of the Academy of Sciences in Czech Republic, Prof. Dr. R. Zahradník DrSc. characterizes homoeopathy as follows: “It is a realm of irrationality, fiction and superstition.” 

So, from the things we mentioned we can clearly see that the assertion that homoeopathy is a scientific discipline, is a big lie. Also the fact that homoeopathic medication has no harmful by-effects, is a lie. The evidence is a testimony by a prominent ideologist of homoeopathy, MUDr. Taylor Kent, who admits: “All homoeopathic remedies affect first of all will and consciousness. Some of them affect both. These have an impact on will and intellect abilities, later they affect tissues, functions, emotions. Studying the medicament Aurum we find out that it most affects emotions. The most powerful is man’s love for life; the effects of Aurum are so strong that they destroy this love and in result one commits suicide. On the other hand Argentum destroys perception so much that one loses his rationality. His memory is in ruins. It is the same with every homoeopathic substance. First it affects human mind and then proceeds to the whole organism.” 

This is a quotation by a prominent representative of homoeopathy.

Seeing that homoeopathy has nothing in common with a solid science, and how negatively it affects one’s health, we are raising a question: What is the substance of homoeopathy and where does it emanate from? When going to the roots, we come across magic and divination. The evidence that the matter here is really the sphere of magic, is three basic principles on which homoeopathy is grounded. The fourth principle has to do with divination. Let us analyse them in more detail: 

· The first and elementary principle is the simile rule. 
This simile principle, e.i. similar – by similar, is not used just in black magic to do a harm, but also in white magic to “remove” this harm – to heal. This principle is a common base of magic and homoeopathy likewise. For in fact, homoeopathy is a form of white magic. From the view of science the simile rule is an irrational invention. 

· The second principle is the law of dilution. 

The primary substance used for the preparation of a homoeopathic remedy is diluted. In the dilution D30 there already is not a single molecule of the primary substance. There are dilutions like D100, D200, D1000 or higher. One should realize that what is here to heal is not a medical substance, however some immaterial energy, that is spiritual power. It must be clear to everyone that this is the field of alchemy and magic. (A so-called memory of water or of some other material does not exist.) Let us realize again that what here heals is a spiritual power. But what kind of it? 

· The third principle is the law of shaking. 

Some producers shake this so-called medication by hand, like e.g. the English firm Helios. Others already shake by machine today. The founder of homoeopathy Samuel Hahnemann attributed a greater significance to shaking than to dilution. For he was convinced that in the process of shaking the homoeopathic preparation gets filled with cosmic energy. 

· The fourth principle is the so-called homoeopathic typology. 
The professors from Charles University expressed their opinion shortly with these words: “Homoeopathic typology is an analogy to astrological horoscopes.” In other words, it is a form of divination.
We consider it important to notify that the founder of homoeopathy S. Hahnemann was a member of two Masonic lodges. One can say here: “Such root such fruit.” 

The substance of homoeopathy is based on magic and divination. Both of these forms are condemned by the Word of God in both the Old and the New Testaments. Even the new Catechism (art. 2116-17) condemns magic and divination in all forms. 
We will therefore not let ourselves be deceived by whether homoeopathy is effective or not. For us Christians this cannot be a criterion. We are to follow the moral criteria that were clearly set by the Law of God. Like with abortion, whether it is done unprofessionally, or “professionally” by a doctor, it is a murder and thus a sin against the Fifth Commandment; it is the same with homoeopathy, whether it is practised by a layman – a charlatan, or by a Christian doctor, it is always a grave sin against the First God’s Commandment of the Decalogue. 

On 28th April 1999, in her lecture at ATK, Dr. Maria Meyer from Hannover University proclaimed: “Acupuncture and homoeopathy do not use natural powers but spiritual entities. Who undergoes such therapies, opens the door for these entities.”

A commentary by a pastoral centre in Prague (Czech Republic):

“…It must be stated that nowadays the whole scale of so-called alternative therapeutic procedures (e.g. homoeopathy, acupuncture, kinesiology etc.) has its roots in certain world ideologies. …Desiring a recovery at any price (even from them) is wrong. Such a desire represents a door open to evil.” (Catholic Weekly, 15th April 2001)
In 2002 in Jeseník, a town in the Czech Republic, this event happened: a daughter of a pharmacist had an eczema and let herself be healed by homoeopathy only. The disease spread to internal organs, nevertheless, she was categorically rejecting classic therapies as well as a transport to hospital. Thus in her 27 years, as a consequence of homoeopathic “therapy”, this woman, mother of a 4-year-old daughter, died. 

What is homoeopathy aiming at – people’s health or their money? Prof. Dr. R. Zahradník DrSc. states: “On a world-wide scale milliards of dollars are here at stake. Attacking homoeopathy is almost as naive as if one would try to attack the car industry. However, it is important that people know how absurd fraud they are victims of.” But still, the greatest harm is done to their souls. They become slaves of the powers of darkness. 
III. The method of SiLva

The Silva’s method of ‘brain activity control’ is a course consisting of lectures and mental exercise. It teaches not only how man is to mentally and physically relax himself, but also how he is to use his consciousness in this relaxed state. The method is based on auto-suggestion during the “relaxation” (“descension into ‘alpha’ level”), which is to facilitate the control of physical functions (one’s own or of other people), enable one to foresee the future and the like. J. Silva is persuaded that world is managed by “Higher intelligence”, which but is not identical with Christian God. It is possible to communicate with this “Higher intelligence” through the brain hemisphere in the “alpha” level, in the frequencies of brain waves of 7-14 Hz. With whom does the adept of the Silva’s method get in contact in this “alpha” level if not with God but some other “Higher intelligence”? For a Christian the answer is not difficult, for our adversary “the devil prowls around like ‘a roaring lion’, seeking whom he may devour” (1Pet 5:8) and “transforms himself into an angel of light” (2Cor 11:14). 

It is said that in the state of “alpha” the people trained by Silva can transform their mental powers and then penetrate into other individuals, diagnose their diseases and heal. Moreover, through an “inner screen”, “mental visualisation”, the people in this state are said to be able to look into the past or future and through “brain programming” cause a change in the life conditions. (This is a form of magic.)

As a part of the course, everyone receives two entities as advisers. Getting in contact with unknown spiritual beings is evident, especially when these help the individuals win power over others. This is spiritism. The Silva’s method of a control over consciousness trains people by a psychical manipulation and leads to telepathy, soothsaying, to controlling and programming other people or events. To achieve this, it makes use of “positive thinking” and autohypnosis. By means of these practices, one escapes from reality and creates false illusions. Logic, reason and sober thinking lose their place in one’s life. 

Only from this very knowledge we can clearly see that the method of Silva uses these occult practices: 1) divination (soothsaying), 2) magic, 3) spiritism. 

Concerning the scientific value and trueness of the facts upon which Silva bases, it has been judged by the doctors from Charles University: “Silva’s emphasizing of functional asymmetry of brain is only seemingly connected with the scientific knowledge of neurophysiology; it is connected with magic elements.” (Alternative Medicine, Options and Risks, Prague 1995) 
We know from Silva that being in “alpha” level is a “hot line to Higher intelligence” whereby speaking about Higher intelligence he does not mean God. Then to whom is one opening himself? What spiritual powers and principalities does he receive as his advisers? God does not want you to have fellowship with demons (cf. 1Cor 10:20).

IV. REIKI

Is one of the spreading methods of healing. Reiki in essence is a practice of magic and sacredness to demons. This happens in three phases. Demons are hidden behind an innocent term – universal cosmic (healing) reiki energy (Ki). 

The first level – a rite of initiation into the so-called reiki energy: in the rite of initiation the master is opening one’s soul to demons and demons through the laying of hands of their initiate imitate a recovery. 

In the second level – the master makes signs on hands and forehead. The initiate (though not aware of it, he is already a servant of demons) can then send demons upon people even on distance. He is already using three magic signs as well as magic words to control demons. 

In the third level – the initiate is doing magic signs over himself in order to be shielded from the influence of the power of Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit. This is already a total apostasy from Christ and absolute devotion to demonic powers. 

Let us realize that satan does not heal anyone, he only re-moves (i.e. moves to another place) diseases. That is to say that who was apparently cured e.g. of kidney disorders will later fall ill and die e.g. of a heart failure. 

In Poland hundreds of Catholics join these courses of reiki; they are deceived by being claimed that reiki has been approved by the Church, and as an evidence of it serves the fact that a master of reiki is a religious sister Marjusza Bugaj – a Passionist. The truth but is that even this magical practice has been prohibited by the Church. 

Reikists attend our churches, receive sacraments, but not in order to pray and meet with Jesus, however, they are coming to “recharge their energy”. Following their magic instructions, in the churches they concentrate on sacral objects, on people, and even on priests. The only reason why they receive the Holy Communion is to drain energy for their magic practices. 

A woman of about 40 years went through a course of reiki including the initiation rite. Soon after, a strange psychical state emerged: she began to tremble all over her body and felt a strong urge to a suicide. Later on she said herself: “With a horror I found out that out of those Catholics who attend the church many had gone through the course of reiki. Please, warn these blind sheep that they are rushing into destruction!” 

Some of the questions and answers by those who were assigned in Poland to say a clear word on reiki: 

May it be possible to remain in the Catholic Church and to heal by the method of reiki at the same time? “Impossible!” (Reiki – deszcz niebiańskiej energii, Cracow 1997)
What is the substantial point in reiki? “In the first place it is a magic–spiritistic rite, opening oneself to a ‘help’ of demons. The situation is analogous to the situation in TM (transcendental meditation) where the source of power and the condition of all supernatural acts is the initial act of idolatry and the invocation to spirits (demons) for help…” (Fr. ThDr. Andrzej Posacki, SJ)
Is the so-called healing through reiki neutral? “Probably none of the oriental or occult methods of healing is ‘neutral’ by itself, even if it consciously or officially dissociated itself from its founders. These methods are so much soaked with the (occult) metaphysical ground from which they emanate so much that every element of their practice is firmly anchored in the (antichristian) religious system (nowadays the New Age). This is the system from which these methods of healing come…” (reiki from Buddhism) (Fr. ThDr. Andrzej Zwoliński, Head of the Department of Catholic Social Science in Cracow)
As a summary we can use a motto worked out by Zygmund Pawłovski: “Reiki pertains to destructive groups, that means to ones that are antisocial and antipedagogical. Reiki has nothing in common with Christianity…” (The Church and Sects in Poland)
Conclusion: What is one to do when he or she has already been initiated into reiki? It is necessary to confess it to a priest, renounce that spirit and ask for a prayer of liberation so that all negative effects caused to one’s soul can be removed. 

V. KINESIOLOGY

Kinesiology – a method of ‘uniform brain’ – ranks with the so-called alternative medicine, which was condemned by the SLS (The Slovak Medical Association) in December 1995. 

The advertising leaflets introduce it as a method of the 21st century that is largerly based on the ancient Chinese acupuncture. Next we are quoting: “The energy in our body is flowing through orbits called meridianes. Whenever there is an overflow or a deficiency of energy in any of the meridianes, an unbalance comes.” Such theory has nothing to do with a solid science. We have to realize that these principles are the principles of the religious system of Orient. The fact that some adherents try to make acupuncture and acupressure look scientific, wherefore they also use massmedia, is something different. However, the reality is that there have never been any meridianes determined by science. 

The assertion that every muscle or organ is linked to a particular meridiane is a utopia, not a truth. 

What is the role of the so-called facilitator? The leaflet states: “The facilitator very gently presses his palm down on a slightly stretched-forth arm of the client, so that by means of a biological feedback he could receive a response to a question.” The facilitator gives the client particular questions which are personal and touch the most intimate sphere of one’s private life. The very phenomenon that there is a particular response evoked, i.e. a tension of muscles, would be nothing bad. Yet, this apparently irrelevant element is tied with certain practices connected with divination and oriental spirituality, and these are dangerous for mental and spiritual life of a Christian. One thus enters the sphere of divination and of oriental spiritual powers tied with the oriental philosophy and religion (taoism). 

VI. ACUPUNCTURE

As a consequence of a one-sided publicity the public opinion has adopted a standpoint that acupuncture is absolutely scientific and harmless. However, the reality is different. 

A majority of physicians practising acupuncture consciously work by help of occult methods. 

We have to realize that acupuncture is a component part of pagan occult Chinese medicine (or rather of a traditional healing). It is based on a pagan comprehension of the world energy and of the world spirit Tao or Chi. It stems from the theory of yin and yang which is incompatible with Christianity. 

It is necessary to make a conclusion: Acupuncture is grounded on a philosophy encompassing astrology, pantheism, hypnosis, and is rooted in Buddhism. Therefore, from both medical and Christian point of view acupuncture must be definitely rejected. Acupressure as well as Chinese point-massages are built upon an equal basis and have a similar aim. A Christian is to know this and act accordingly. 

There is no scientific evidence that there exist some acupunctural points or so-called meridianes. 

The fact that acupuncture often causes harm to one’s health is kept completely concealed. Dr. Manfred Heide writes: “Beside damages caused to nerves and vessels it can bring about the infection of hepatitis B. The most serious, acute complication reported from several places and resulting in death is pneumothorax caused by an inaccurate prick.”

Dr. Schnorranberger, head of a research institute for Chinese medicine in Germany, said: “With the acupunctural needle it is even possible to kill a person. An example is an event from 1981 when in Munich one healer inaccurately acupunctured the patient who immediately after being put the needle died.” 

Prof. Oepen, a forensic physician from Marburg, said in a telecast: “Acupuncture is not so safe as it is being claimed.” And she continues: “We know neither the number of the acupunctural points nor their localization, whether they are on the surface or somewhere deep, so eventually it is not quite clear: why?, when? and where? to have the needles pricked.”

VII. HYPNOSIS

S. Freud, who occupied himself with hypnosis, writes the following: “This practice reminds of magic, spells and whatever kind of witchcraft.” 

MUDr. P. Madre, who likewise had experience with hypnosis though later he dissociated himself from it, writes: “Hypnosis is a method based on suggestion, which necessarily means that what happens here is, at least to a certain extent, a process of subdual of one person by another. Such a state may, and it occurs quite often, cause mental harm and sometimes it may even bring about a loss of mind. Many people have gone through such experience that they woke up with a growing feeling of anxiety, aggressiveness or guilt. And what we are speaking here about is just the results of medical practice, undoubtedly of a ‘blind’ one, which but considers itself to be therapeutic. Concerning the performance of hypnosis in connection with occultism, or parapsychology, in such cases the consequences are sometimes terrible and the demonic power immense. It is frequently inevitable to undergo a prayer of liberation, because it is a generally valid principle that hypnosis considerably accelerates destruction at mental as well as spiritual level, which may have been evoked by magic practices. For hypnosis, actually, by weakening one’s will for a certain period of time, facilitates a process of penetration of demonic influence into that particular human being. Example: The person to be spoken about is a heavy neurotic that was hypnotized through magic powers. Unfortunately, the process of awakening was unsuccessful. All attempts to psychically re-vive him were in vain and this person remained in a state of a more or less deep trance. He has since been placed in a psychiatric clinic.” 

In his book Wandering ways to health, MUDr. M. Heide writes: “Nowadays one is offered a wide range of literature on medical hypnosis… Yet, the doctors applying this method are unfit for God’s service. Therefore, keep aloof from everything that smells of hypnosis! By means of this ‘science’ one has laid down a ground for spiritism…” The old pagan demonic art of suggestion and hypnosis has appeared again under the guise of a so-called modern science, and thus almost undisturbedly it is preparing a way for other modern blinding “methods of therapy”. 
What is the attitude of the Church towards hypnosis? The Sanctum Officium in 1847 and 1856 warns against the danger of hypnosis. This attitude is nowadays not crystallized in practice. The Orthodox Church in present-day Russia permits its believers no use of hypnosis. We repeat: no use, neither in medicine, nor in psychiatry, nor any kind of “scientific” experiments. Why? For they consider hypnosis to be an undeniable element of occultism.
VIII. MAGNETISM

Magnetism is tied with magic and spiritism. For this reason it is impossible to judge it separately from other occult practices. Magnetizers often speak about laying hand upon a person, by which they actually mean magnetizing. This is quite deceptive, for Jesus and His disciples were often laying hands on the sick and healing by blessing, yet this has absolutely nothing to do with the laying of hands performed by magnetizers (cf. Mk 16:18). When answering the question if in the case of magnetism one can speak of a spiritual gift, W. Dam, a contemporary expert in occultism, writes: “If the Christian magnetizers think of their ‘gift’ as having come from God, there is a question where the ‘gift’ of the non-Christian magnetizers comes from. For non-believers, in fact, receive no gifts of the Holy Spirit… In reality, the magnetizer unconsciously makes his clients come into contact with demonic powers.”

 Fr. J. Verlinde writes: “The magnetizer opens himself up for cosmic powers. Once he receives an ‘unwelcome guest’, it is quite probable that this guest will also be passed through him further. The magnetizer and the person magnetized get into a state of inter-fusion. I could mention numbers of concrete examples when this state persists even months after one’s visit at the magnetizer. These people feel new negative effects: headache, insomnia, mental disorders. The same will occur also after visiting a healer, hypnotizer, fortune-teller, soothsayer and the like.”

The attitude of science: What is now called as bio-magnetism or magnetism has in reality nothing to do with the common physical phenomena. It is all just an abuse of terms, hiding magic practices under the guise of science and leading people in a confusion. 
The attitude of the Church: The Sanctum Officium condemned any use of magnetism. (August 4, 1856, DS 2823-25)
IX. CONTEMPORARY PSYCHOLOGY AND OCCULTISM 

Contemporary psychology is divided into many approaches. The basis of them all is the teaching of two “fathers of modern psychology” – S. Freud and C.G. Jung. They were both brought up as Christians. They both abandoned this faith, but they did not become atheists. 
The world view of S. Freud was permeated by ancient mysticism and occultism. His theories were shaped on the basis of tests with a hypnotized patient. During these tests, the patient “recalled” incidents from his early childhood, of which he had not been conscious by this time. This is how the theory of subconsciousness was formed. As we presently observe from the development of contemporary psychological approaches, the parallel between Freud’s opinion on determination of the present of man by his early childhood, and the teaching on reincarnation is not accidental. The link among these views is Jung’s theory on collective consciousness. C. Jung taught that “depth analysis”, by means of which individual layers are “torn off” from man’s consciousness, results in a revelation of “primordial archetypes”, and those have the level of consciousness of the most elementary forms of life (amoeba). This theory enabled the teaching on reincarnation to penetrate into the psychotherapy. 

C.G. Jung was a disciple of S. Freud, but he severed contact with him in 1912. At that time, being on the verge of psychic breakdown, he “got” a new spiritual leader – “Filemon”. This spirit-leader (demon) helped him to discover things, that testified his main theories on “collective consciousness” and “archetypes”.
Only at the end of his life Jung confessed that his work and writings were by no means a science, but they originated in frightful experience with spirits, who often attacked him and almost drove him crazy. Jung mythologized his spiritual experience and denominated it as an “exteriorization” of suppressed desires, memories, fears and archetypes originating from the mythical collective consciousness. His work Seven Preachings to the Deceased was written under the influence of these spiritual beings within the span of three evenings. In the answers to the basic questions on God, world and man, which he asked the spirits, the entire core of his later work in the field of psychology is contained. 
In addition to the experiments with hypnosis S. Freud made several experiments with drugs as well. He was convinced that cocaine is a miraculous cure and there is no doubt that some of his works were written under its influence. Freud also prescribed drugs to others which ended up with the death of one of his friends. It is known that drugs themselves are one of the ways to an “extension of consciousness” – that means opening up for demons. 
We can see that the very root of modern psychology is poisoned and rotten. We therefore cannot wonder that the whole contemporary psychology is saturated with occultism and false mysticism (mainly by that of the Orient). C. Rogers, the founder of humanistic psychology, does not conceal his participation at spiritistic seances. The Mysticism of the Orient is more and more attracting psychologists and psychiatrists. The Union of Humanistic Psychology congress participants were in August 1987 bringing one another into the “channeling, rebirthing, energy healing, metaphysical counselling”, whereby the traditional morning meditation – yoga and aerobic – was supplemented by several new techniques of “brain hemispheres synchronization”. A lot of contempo-rary psychologists gain their experience from Indian gurus, some of them even let themselves be “ordained” Hindu monks. The auto-actualization of A. Maslow is actually a civilized version of the auto-realization in yoga. Certain psychologists, as for example J. Houston, openly acknowledge the New Age movement which uses modern psychology as one of the means to a planned destruction of Christianity. The result of all this is that, as the psychologist B. Zilbergeld puts it: “Those whose predecessors were drawing from the Word of God and were bowing in front of the altar of Christ and Yahweh are today bowing in front of the altars of Freud, Jung, Rogers… and before a crowd of similar authorities.” (elaborated according to D. Hunt, T. McMahon, Amerika nowy uczeń czarnoksięźnika, Warsaw 1996)

Questions and answers: 

· What to say about the books by A. de Mello offered in Catholic bookshops, e.g. the book “Sadhana”?

· The books are psychologically attractive. As to the spirituality, it is the New Age spirituality which is putting Lord Jesus Christ and various “masters” on the same level. So, it is not evident here that salvation is only in Christ, the sin is clouded, there is no need for repentance, no need to care for the most important thing – salvation of one’s soul. De Mello’s proposal how to spend the last hour of one’s life is dreadful: no repentance, no prayer, mere talking – however, not with Lord Jesus, but with one’s own leg! (note: The books by A. de Mello were prohibited by the Church in 1998)

· What about the works by Chalil Džibrán and the books of a “Chicken soup for soul” type? 
There is the same spirit breathing as in A. de Mello, even a worse.

· And what about the priest and palaeontologist T. de Chardin, has he also got a relation to the oriental spirituality? 
Yes, in his books he is promoting pantheism and his theories are not in compliance with the Christian teaching. 
· What about the Czech hypnotist Břetislav Kafka? 

His fundamental experience comes from spiritism. 

· What about the Czech priest František Ferda? 

The point is the prohibited practices of divination and soothsaying.

· What about ecology and Mother Earth (gaya) respect? 

Nowadays ecology is abused by the philosophies of the New Age religion and of pantheism: they both are incompatible with Christianity.

· What is “channeling”? 
A transfer of information from the invisible world through media. It is connected with the prohibited spiritism. (An example of channeling: the popular “revelation” of Atlantis..., which, of course, is a nonsense.)

· What is “rebirthing”? 
It is bringing people into their supposed previous lives through hypnosis. It is not only prohibited by the Church but also harmful for human mind. It is intertwined with the false teaching about reincarnation.  

X. RADIOESTHESIS, RHABDOMANCY AND GEOPATHOGENIC ZONES 
From among numerous scientific analyses, let us look closer to the statements of three prominent experts: 
a) Doc. RNDr. Petr Řepa Csc., the Chairman of the Czech Mathematicians and Physicists Department, writes: “The existence of what the dowsers and their supporters call geopathogenic zones, dragon’s veins, Hartmann’s zones etc. has never been proved and therefore they are ranked among superstitions… Moreover, a danger of serious disorders emerges because instead of a fair treatment the patients rely on the movement of their beds.” 
b) Members of the Slovak Academy of Science, Dr. Kapišinský, MUDr. Ujházi and MUDr. Zikmund DrSc., in their discussion with the psychotronic popularizers clearly stated that dowsing rod, pendulum and geopathogenic zones belong to the realm of superstitions and that they have nothing in common with a solid science. (the Slovak Radio 9th and 10th August 1995)

c) A brief commentary by a collective of 12 scientists from Charles University: “The opinion on pathogenic zones is unambiguous: pathogenic zones do not exist, it is a mistake or a deliberate deception.” (Alternative Medicine, Options and Risks, Prague, 1995)
The Holy Scripture and the Church perspective:

1. The Catechism (art. 2116) refuses all forms of divination. This can be applied also on rhabdomancy. (It is a form of divination.)

2. In 1942 the Sanctum Officium prohibits the religious persons from using dowsing rod or pendulum.

3. In the Pastoral Letter by Tuscan Bishops from 1994, rhabdomancy is condemned as a spirit of fornication by a quotation from the Bible: “My people consult their wooden idol, and they are answered by a stick of wood; for a spirit of harlotry has led them astray; and they have departed from their God.” (Hos 4:12; cf. Isa 2:6)

Prof. Fr. T. Ivančič from Zagreb told one dowser to find harmful radiation in his room. The dowser gave him an answer: “There is nothing that could harm you because you are praying!” Prof. Ivančič added: “What kind of powers are these that they can be driven out by prayer? It is a clear proof that it is the work of the evil spirit.”

It is surprising how many monks and priests nowadays use pendulum and dowsing rods. It is known about several monasteries and parish houses that they were checked by dowsers and that there are so called negative energy suppressers inbuilt in the walls. 

The fact that rhabdomancy belongs to the area of divination can be easily proved. Actually, the dowsing rod can react not only over the ground but also over a map, and there is no radiation coming from maps! And that it is a form of divination is even more evident from the fact that you can ask the dowsing rod also about the things from the future. Similarly, dowsers are tracing from photographs whether the particular person is alive or dead. The same applies to pendulum. It is absolutely clear that these are divination practices, that means a sin against the First God’s Commandment.
XI. MUSIC 

Music is not something neutral; at first it brings affection and later it opens for a spirit. However, the question is what kind of affection and what kind of spirit?! The Holy Spirit, or spirit against God? Music coming from God inclines one’s heart towards love for crucified Jesus and towards pure love for human beings, which is revealed through mercy, forgiveness and desire for their highest good – salvation of their immortal souls. Music coming from the other source disposes to drugs, alcoholism, impurity, perverseness, hedonism, revolt, hatred, violence, malediction, nihilism, murders, self-murders, occultism and satanism. Not nearly all but all rock groups as well as all types of rock music dispose to some of the above mentioned iniquities.

This music, this negative repertoire, has become a drug of the present generation and unfortunately even many Christians who consider themselves converted do not realize that unless they take a radical stand even on this issue, i.e. unless they break up with rock music, there is actually no real conversion. There is only half-heartedness. It is not surprising that those who apparently received Jesus as their Lord, and renounced all “only” except for that bad music, came to a bad end. A warning example is a group from USA, the so-called “Jesus’ Movement”.

Mother Basilea Schlink: “There exist medical documents attesting the contradiction between the rhythm of the rock music and natural rhythms of the body. The consequence of the continual rock music rhythm, is an extreme imbalance in the brain. The result effect is an excessive production of hormones, which can lead to a decrease of moral inhibitions, or to their complete loss. In addition, when a person is exposed to the manipulation through light effects used at the rock concerts, or discos, all restraints are shed definitely. One loses sober judgement, and is helplessly exposed to whatever kind of influence. And supposing that light and darkness alternate even faster than 26 times per second (which is not unusual), it can cause a total loss of control over senses. Thus, the statement that rock music combined with light effects can bring about a real violation of one’s consciousness, is not exaggerated. 

Playing LPs backwards (back-word masking) is a famous method for passing secret messages (which remain unnoticeably coded in human consciousness and covertly but strongly manipulate not only one’s thinking but also his acting). These messages have a satanic or blasphemous content and one can come across them in all kinds of modern music starting from soft-pop up to death-metal. E.g.: Led Zeppelin (Stairway to Heaven): ‘My sweet Satan, no one else showed me the way…!’ and Queen: ‘To hell with Bible! I only want the magic!’. Two of the Beatles’ songs inspired one satanist to commit seven terrifying murders. With the blood of the dead he wrote on the wall of the room.

Demonic rapture into which thousands of young people fall during the rock concerts is worse than narcotic ecstasy. Its effects are even more far-reaching, because drug addiction is not such a straight and direct way of addiction to Satan as rock music; among young people there is certainly a greater number of rock fans than of those who assist at the satanic masses or deal with occult things. Therefore, owing to its demonic effect rock music is an extraordinarily slick instrument for mass seduction. 

And what about the so-called Christian rock? The Christian rock musicians may wish to give unambiguous testimony of Jesus Christ, but the music they are using for it is defined by a different spirit. For the rock music will remain to be rock music regardless of the lyrics it accompanies; the essence of the rock is in music, it is independent of the lyrics.

Missionaries who worked among pagan nations confirm the above-stated: ‘Rock is a music of demons. When they invoke them, they often use this kind of music.’ The indigenous inhabitants of Kilimantano reacted to ‘Christian’ rock music as follows: ‘Why do you invoke demons with your music?’

A certain young man, who converted ten years ago and was miraculously saved from heavy narcotism, took part at the yearly Christian festival in England. Apart from Biblical lectures and seminars the programme also included ‘Christian’ rock music – and for the first time since this man became a Christian, hallucinations emerged with him again.” (acc. Rock Music: Where from? Where to?, 1998) 

Not only rock, techno, house…, but also New Age music, so-called sphere music (J.M. Jarre, Vangelis, Kitaro, Enya, Mike Oldfield etc.) ranks with the so-called modern music with negative spiritual background. 

Those who want to live authentic Christianity should put their CDs, MCs, LPs… in order and get rid of all bad music. 

What kind of music is then acceptable for a Christian who wants to follow Jesus in truth? This was replied by David Wilkerson (the author of a well-known book “The Cross and the Switchblade”): “It is such spiritual music, listening to which I can receive Jesus Christ.” It is written in the Bible that we should celebrate God with spiritual songs, psalms and hymns (Eph 5:19; Col 3:16). So we are not to delete music from Christian life. King David was singing to the Lord with a harp and a cither. In the book of Revelation (14:3) the beautiful singing of a new song is described, but noone could learn that song except the chosen ones. 

XII. THE CANONS OF THE EASTERN CHURCHES (of the Orthodox church) 

· rule 61 (VI. general assembly)

“Those who look for witches or other similar to them… fall under the rule of a six-year epitimy. Those who keep on doing so and will not convert, without avoiding such pernicious and pagan falsities, we order to completely eliminate from the Church.”

· rule 65 (St. Basil the Great)

“Who made a repentance from witchcraft or from homicidal poisoning, should live out in the repentance time determined as for murderers.”

· rule 72 (St. Basil the Great)

“Who committed himself to magicians or other similar to them (i.e. healers, psychotronics etc.), shall remain under epitimy for the same period of time as a murderer” (20 years).

· rule 81 (St. Basil the Great)

“…Those who without greater violence betrayed their faith in God, touched the beschovian table and received pagan’s vows (note: nowadays a consecration through transcendental meditation and other initiations), shall be eliminated from the Church for three years, two years shall listen to the Scripture, three years shall pray in great bows, other three years shall pray with faithful believers. Only then (after 11 years) they can be admitted to receive holy sacraments.”

· rule 83 (St. Basil the Great)

“Those who dealt with magics and followed pagan’s customs or received somebody into their house to make magic or cleansing (cf. geopathogenic zones), are subjected to the rule of a six-year repentance, one year with weepers, one with listeners, three years they shall do great bows and one year shall stand with faithful believers (during the Liturgy until Credo) and then they can be accepted.”

This penitent practice, which served for the sake of soul healing, does not exist in the Western Church anymore. But instead it is possible to pray one hour daily from 2000-2100 at least for one year and to join the continuous prayer of 7 days per month. Everyone shall pray for his/her own purification as well as for the purification of the Church. 24 people fill 24 hours during the day, each of them selects one hour. It is recommended for the community to meet once or two times per month in order to encourage and motivate each other. One can practise this way of penitence voluntarily for 6,11, or 20 years. (It is possible to add Bible reading to the prayer.)

Watch out, do not open yourself.

All forms of occultism from dowsing, reading one’s palm, magnetism, soothsaying, acupuncture, hypnosis, homoeopathy, up to the so-called “mysterious powers” acting in Hindu or Buddhist religions, have one common base. This base is that man opens himself to some kind of non-natural, mysterious, or occult powers – “spiritual energies” or so-called parapsychological abilities. All these are just synonyms for hidden dark power which causes that man is able to perform things overreaching the abilities of human nature. Nowadays it has not yet been clearly and in authority – on the base of the Holy Scripture and the Church tradition - defined what, or rather who, these “energies” are – mysterious occult powers or parapsychological abilities. Nor was it announced what attitude Christians should assume towards them. The Holy Scripture and the Tradition of the Fathers definitely call these powers “demons” (i.e. fallen angels) and the above-mentioned abilities they call white or black magic (cf. Deut 18:9-16).

The Catechism of the Catholic Church condemned magic and divination in all forms, but it is necessary for the believers to know concretely what it refers to, otherwise they are confused. For example: homoeopathy, the method of Silva, reiki, kinesiology, acupuncture, acupressure, hypnosis, magnetism, radioesthesis is either a form of magic or divination, and is thus a serious sin against the First Commandment. The powers of darkness (demons) can work by means of these practices. (See the fortune-teller in Philippi (Acts 16:16nn), or Simon the magician (Acts 8:9).) 

How can a person receive these energies?

1) Through personal contact with an occultist, healer (e.g. dowsing rod, pendulum does not work, but when the radioesthesist touches me, it mostly starts to work; it is like getting infected through an ill person – passing on the divination spirit).

2) Through reading of occult literature (when a person opens himself to it in faith).

3) As a spiritual heritage from the ancestors (from 3rd – 4th generation).

A testimony from the University of Prešov (Slovak Republic): Endeavours to reach “the world standard” or to be interesting in one’s scope of work caused that teachers include ancient occult practices disguised in scientific clothes into their curriculum, all this without least resistance from the side of Christian students. I am a graduate of the Pedagogical Faculty of the University of Prešov and I was shocked to see that no field of study avoided this hidden or evident influence of occultism. Let me draw some examples: 
Pedagogy and psychology: promote hypnosis, alternative occultism-based education, astrology, Zen-buddhism, Waldorf school, so-called healthy school…

Philosophy: the future educators of youth hear such opinions as that the drug use or meditation can lead us into a connection with God, but drugs are supposed to be more effective. One believing girl openly stood up against it, and consequently she had problems with her credits. 

Music classes: the teachers invited a popular shaman from Austria. His lessons were obligatory and the students had to lie down on the floor with their heads close to each other, close their eyes … and he introduced them into shamanic practices accompanied with music. A common part of the lessons is rock music as well as relaxation music of New Age.

Visual Arts: inspirations are searched in Oriental religions, alcohol, drugs, in mystic teachings, occultism, spiritism, magic. During one installation, students built an altar to demons with a dead cat and plenty of candles. None of the teachers protested, on the contrary, together with students they were amused by this “work of art”. An interest in unknown powers manifested in paintings and works of art gradually led students through various experience with spirits up to drugs, magic and satanism.

Physical education: yoga and martial arts are a common practice…

Ecology and biology: guruism, Zen gardens, philosophy on the Mother Earth (gaya), oriental meditations in the nature, obligatory one-hour long meditation over a severalfold enlarged guru picture. 
(note: It has now become fashionable to arrange one’s garden in a style of a so-called bonsai, however this also is tied with Chinese paganism, with a belief that this is the dwelling-place of the ancestors and of a kind of spiritual beings. Let us therefore be precautious when coming into contact with anything that is called oriental.)

Foreign language classes: use occult movies in a foreign language (on Chinese Emperor, Dalai Lama, reincarnation...)

Technical tools for classes: professor wanted to lead the students to “alpha” and “gama” levels by means of a computer.

There are many more concrete examples to be mentioned, but since occultism is slowly but surely becoming an official part of the education, it is meaningless.

What is a Christian to do when he has been involved with divination or magic?

The spiritual connection he entered into, remains. The soul comes under a kind of a curse due to the occult sins committed. In this respect it is necessary to do penance: particularly that I adopt the attitude of the Word of God towards this issue, then in the presence of two witnesses I renounce the power of darkness which passed on me through this or that occult practice, and finally I confess it to a priest. Do not forget to receive Lord Jesus as Your Saviour and Lord and then receive the Holy Spirit and let Him lead you! 

A brief summary: 

1) Renouncement in front of two witnesses at least; designate concretely every form of the occultism…

Proceed as follows: the person concerned shall kneel and one of the present witnesses asks him/her the following questions: 

a) … (name), are you renouncing the power of darkness which came upon you through (e.g. reiki etc.) as well as the spiritual background related to it?     The person concerned replies: Yes.

b) … (name), are you cutting this spiritual bondage in the power of Jesus Christ? The person concerned replies: Yes.

Continue in this way with all forms of the occultism.

2) Confess this sin against the First Commandment to a priest. 

3) In case of spiritual troubles, ask an experienced authority for a prayer to untie the spiritual bondage (in case the problems continue even after renouncing).

4) Burn all occult literature and things related to occultism, fireproof objects (e.g. pendulum, talismans) shall be broken (cf. Acts 19:19).

5) Occultism presents a constant trap to the person afflicted. Therefore, to continue the therapy, a person should join a living Christian community. 

Principles:

a) Contacting people with these “abilities” passes on me a spiritual infection. Effects can be seen even as late as in the hour of death. 

b) Whoever extols mantras, chakras, meridianes, aura, reincarnation, oriental meditations, macrobiotics, yin-yang, zen, yoga, carma, energies, holotropic breathing …, does not have the Spirit of Christ. One must be on the alert, in order not to open oneself to a false or dangerous spirituality. 

c) Among the sins against the First Commandment the following ones can also be listed: superstitions regarding child birth, wedding, funeral, St. Andrew feast (in particular in Ukraine), Halloween, bewitching, magic away, cinders, wax casting; visiting fortune-tellers; reading zodiacs or bad literature; superstitions related to Christmas, black cat…

d) Buying for someone homoeopathic remedies is worse than buying him drugs.

e) May the martyrs be an example for us in the fight against idolatry. They did not consider it a trifle to throw one incense grain to divinities in order to save their lives, they preferred to die to keep their relationship to God pure. 

CONCLUSION 

The First Commandment says: “I am the Lord your God… you shall have no other gods before Me… you shall not follow other gods, any of the gods of the peoples who surround you.” (Deut 6:4-14)

The Catechism of the Catholic Church condemns magic and divination in all forms. We have shown here concrete forms of magic, such as homoeopathy, reiki, acupuncture, hypnosis, radioesthesis… “If the foundations (of the Catholic teaching) are destroyed, what can the righteous do?” (Ps 11:3) We do not want people to leave the Church anymore. We do not want the believers in the Church to bow down before foreign divinities and thus to become just dead members of the Church. If the process of silent elimination of those “who have not knelt down before the Baal” (Rom 11:4) continues in the Church, then let them be encouraged by this word from our cross to draw back not even by one millimetre! It is worth to sacrifice even one’s life for Christ and His bleeding body. The words of prophet Elijah on the Carmel mountain are still valid for many idolaters in the Church: “…How long go you limping between the two sides? If the Lord is God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow him...” (cf. 1Kings 18:21) Lord, may the fire from heaven come down upon Your people and purify Your Church! 
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A CONCLUSION TO THE BOOK

In 2005 we commemorated the 40th anniversary since the close of the Second Vatican Council as well as of the proclamation of the well-known Nostra aetate declaration. 

After fourty years of various theological experiments the Catholic Church is now facing a crisis. A confusion in the field of the doctrine, resulting from the destructive influence of modern theologians, caused that many Catholic Christians already do not know how they are to live, what is the true teaching of the Church and what actually the Church is. To certain extent we have found ourselves in a situation similar to the one before the Council of Trent. Both at that time and also today it was and is necessary to define the identity and interpret the teaching of the Church anew. 

Many are nowadays seriously considering a need to summon a new council which on the threshold of the third millenium should accentuate the doctrinal, moral and spiritual identity of the Catholic Church according to Christ’s call: “Repent (transform your minds), and believe in the Gospel.” (Mk 1:15) If Christianity is to be the leaven, this cannot be realized without the spirit of repentance and truth; for without it there can come no spiritual resurrection (cf. Ez 37:1-14) and we cannot become true witnesses (martyres) of Christ’s Gospel (cf. Acts 1:8). 

Nowadays, more than ever before, it is necessary to have: 

1) a true teaching

2) true means

3) a true life with Christ and in Christ.

Some of the problems which are to be solved responsibly are mentioned in this book.

(translated into German, Ukrainian and Czech)

EPILOGUE

(a few words about the authors)

Patriarch Elijah A. Dohnal, OSBM, is the oldest member of our community and our spiritual father. He experienced his conversion in his 16. In 1966 he enters the seminary in Litoměřice (Czech Republic). During the studies, from 1st up to 5th year, he spent almost all free time in prayer and in seeking interior relationship with God. He always had a sense of what is relevant, and discerned things clearly. It was already when he was entering the seminary that one could see his sound principles and a great eagerness to follow Christ and save souls. He did not lose that eagerness, quite the contrary. Later on, he shared with us his testimony from the time of his theological studies, recalling: “I had a great grief in heart and this was pushing me to pray till late night. I realized the cost of time, it seemed to me that I was wasting day after day in lukewarmness, I was penetrated with a desire to give myself wholly to God. Prayer became a real need to me. I could perceive that here I was speaking with God. He the Creator, me a creation. In an act of faith I was giving Him everything, as if now I could in full consciousness experience my death. I had my hands lifted up. A driving force was a kind of anger at myself, that I am wasting time and that I want to make a radical end of it. I am not going to remain consciously in such a state. I don’t know what I should do, so I am standing here before God, opened and beseeching. I cannot do more. I could feel God’s closeness, a pressure rising from the power of sin, the responsibility I have in relation to God for this short life.”

After finishing his studies, he takes up pastoral service as a priest. He is still aware of the importance of prayer. Every day, beginning at three in the morning, he is seeking God’s face.

Afterwards, he must take military service for two years, where not even Sunday participation at the liturgy was allowed. 

After his return he served as a chaplain in Zlín (CR), and then in 1975 he is assigned to Slušovice as a parish-priest. This village was considered a kind of autonomous republic in which Communism to a certain extent tolerated some freedom due to the well-known prosperous JZD (United agricultural cooperative / kolkhoz). This parish was the first in the Catholic Church in the whole CSSR (Czechoslovak Socialist Republic) to experience a spiritual revival through the charismatic renewal in 1981. This spiritual breakthrough as if opened people’s eyes, in their everyday life they began to gain experience and the traditional, formal belief was no longer sufficient to them. They met with Jesus as a living God who was amidst them working wonders and signs. There were prayer-groups created. People were gathering not only in the church, but in their houses as well. The parish revived.

However, the STB (State Security Service) (KGB) could not suffer this visible change long and Fr. Antonín was transferred to the border-town Budišov. There was no opportunity for evangelization in the borderland. Father Antonín perceived that the very need for this time was God’s Word: “Put out into the deep.” (Lk 5:4) In a life of intensive prayer the Lord was revealing the mystery of the power of His Word, of a personal devotion and pure love. Young people seeking a living Christianity were coming for whole weekends, taking part in the prayer programme and spiritual talks. They were motivated by seeing a living relation to God founded on a true prayer.This aroused in them a desire to follow Jesus, burn for Him, just like they could see it with Father Antonín. Students were gathering in the parish-house during all this period (1981-1985) when Fr. Antonín was here.

As a fruit of this life of prayer, in 1983 God granted a clear light concerning the field of occultism. The point was first of all to bring to light the occult practices of F. Ferda, a priest who was occupying himself with divination for several years. Every day one could see crowds of people standing by his door, for nowhere else in the republic they could meet with such a medium as him. Almost all priests believed his ability to be a gift of God. Similarly as in Samaria with Simon the magician who helped people occupying himself with the white magic, and all from the least to the greatest were saying that it was a gift of God. Fr. Antonín therefore wrote Fr. Ferda an open letter, which was given at a disposal to priests and ordainers as well. The reaction was very intense – the priests flared up and stood up in opposition. Against Fr. Antonín a heavy atmosphere was purposefully created so that people could not accept the truth about occultism and so that they could not be released from this influence. The priests favouring Fr. Ferda and his occult activity uncritically spread untrue and unjust myths further and aroused a wave of opposition against Fr. Antonín, the reason of which, in fact, was that he brought these occult practices into light. If Fr. Antonín did not love God more than anything else he could not withstand such a hard spiritual fight. 

Soon after, Fr. Antonín identified the activity of another super-occultist in CSSR, Mr. Paseka. This was followed by a second wave of hate. While Fr. Ferda’s clients were mostly priests and religious sisters, the practices of Mr. Paseka were contaminating small children and laymen. That occultism is tied with business (cf. Acts 19:19; 16:16n) and rule, was apparent even here. In 1985, there was a monstrous process constructed through the STB, Fr. Antonín was first called up by the district STB and soon after by the regional STB. Finally they found a reason – allegedly, in his preach he was defending Nazism. The opposite was true; however, by now the STB already had a distorted version prepared as a material for a court trial, even enclosed by signatures of “witnesses”. They were threatening him with 5 years of prison. However, God intervened miraculously: Fr. Antonín was called up to the regional STB to Ostrava. Here he saw a big black flag hanging as a sign of death of one of the high officers of the STB. The result of the call-up was unexpected; after this sudden death of their superior, the STB officers got afraid and cancelled the trial. Only a small punishment followed – a replacement to another parish, but under the supervision of a priest who had a confidence of the state authorities. 

A year after, he was transferred to a so-called prison for nuns, where about 400 religious sisters from 15 orders were centralized. The state inspector kept a constant watch over Fr. Antonín, who was here as a prisoner and could not leave the place without the inspector’s consent. Fr. Antonín used to pray here in the church from 0 to 4 am. nights, for during the day there was no opportunity to pray. The prayers brought much light. Here Fr. Antonín got a clear word relating to the ecumenical meeting in Assisi. He wrote a sharp but clear letter to the Pope, in which he expressed that such a meeting caused a great scandal in the Church. Many who are not aware of the gravity of such a scandal may easily condemn the “impertinence” of Fr. Antonín. However, St. Catherine of Siena, to whom God granted a deep insight into the matters of the Church, was far more “impertinent” in her behaviour towards the Pope. This “divine impertinence” is granted by God to people who in their prayers stand before His face and perceive the pains of the Church. The letter was delivered to the Pope in Rome, in Nepomuceno.

At the end of April 1987, without any reason the state authorities prohibited Fr. Antonín from his clerical service. The aim of the STB, with the initiative of certain priests behind it, was – to deprive him completely of the state’s license to his service as a priest. There was a severe spiritual fight again. It was not until 7th July that he was placed in supposingly the worst parish in the diocese. Here again students were coming for their prayer weekends. The years 1985 and 1986 brought new essays on prayer and certain visions for particular groups of people how to live by faith (for students, seminarists, priests, pensioners). This was also the place where essays on the first, second and third word of Jesus from the cross originated. All literary work had its beginning on knees. At the new place of work (Dvorce 1987-1990) the spiritual fight continued. The fruit of prayer was an apology for faith against liberalism in the Church. By means of a prohibited “technique” (a roll) these spiritual essays were duplicated and sent out to priests. It happened not once that parcels with the letters delivered to the post-office got lost mysteriously, so the letters had to be duplicated again. Regrettably to say, in many of the activities of the STB the inspiration came from among liberal-minded priests. In Dvorce the initiative of constant prayer originated, which lasted from the Pentecost 1988 to the Pentecost 1989. Bohemia prayed uninterruptedly from 1st to 10th day of month, Moravia from 11th to 20th and Slovakia from 21st to 30th(31st) day of month. In many of the parishes prayer-groups were set up. Each member prayed one hour which he chose out of the 24 hours of day, and all prayer-groups prayed a common hour from 20°° to 21°°. Some members even practised fasting on bread and water Wednesdays and Fridays. They were united by a common intention, namely that God occupy the orphaned bishoprics with holy bishops. God made a miracle that one would not even be able to think of; on 17th November 1989 in CSSR the Communism fell. The same happened in all Communist countries in Europe. The episcopal sees were filled (the holiness of shepherds now depends on each of them individually). One more remark – when Cardinal F. Tomášek gave his approval and blessing for the so-called prayer-fight, the very next day the Radio Free Europe broadcasted an agitation programme against Fr. Antonín, obviously an activity of the priests who with a clear conscience were on the one hand collaborating with the STB and on the other providing private information for the international radio. These were the adherents of occultism and liberal theology, for whom Fr. Antonín was the enemy number 1 that had to be compromised and isolated and that by help of the Communist state machinery. Naturally, behind them there was the same old-known spirit that was and still is destroying the works of God; however, on the other hand, God through His servants showed and shows His glory. The attempts to liquidate the prayer-fight at its core did not succeed, and the prayers bore their fruit: besides all the prayers this was also living experience with God during the prayer and personal conversions. 

Some of the girls that were coming to the prayer weekends, decided on advice of Fr. Antonín to take temporary vows as a new community before the new Archbishop in Olomouc (CR) on 8th December 1990. Later two of them transferred to a contemplative monastery in Ukraine. At present there are about 20 vocations from Czech and Slovak Republic there. 

In 1991, Fr. Antonín together with a student of theology R. Špiřík, his brother Ing. J. Špiřík, and Ing. L. Juchelka resolved to join such religious order which by its spirituality was most tied to the heritage of St. Cyril and Methodius. Such was the Order of St. Basil the Great (OSBM) of the Greek-Catholic Church. That same year they entered the novitiate in Warsaw.

In 1992, Fr. Antonín (Patriarch Elijah) returned to the renewed monastery in Trebišov (Slovak Republic). The remaining three brothers stayed in Warsaw to complete their theological studies, and then came to Slovakia, too.

From 1993 to 1997, Fr. Elijah was giving lectures on dogmatics at theological faculty in Prešov. In 1994 a spiritual awakening broke out here through a two-day recollection. This brought about a fuss, and certain Church circles demanded that Fr. Elijah be dismissed from the faculty. Bishop J. Hirka stood up for him and Fr. Elijah could teach further. Apart from lectures Fr. Elijah worked with the students even in a free time. He was visiting student’s hostels where small communities were created to devote themselves to the living God’s Word, prayer and testimony of faith. The seeking students, boys and girls, were struck by his vital belief in Christ. In 1995-1996 the students were assigned by him to work up essays in a form of short fitting articles on topical issues which they were then sending to massmedia. Unfortunately, the influence of the spirit of the world, which blocks the spreading of any clear expression of God’s truths, had such a result that out of 300 letters there were almost none published. When Fr. Antonín together with Doc. MUDr. Maňka CSc. fought in a literary way against homoeopathy, he met just with a great disappointment. The Episcopal Conference by an unclear formulation, published in all Catholic journals in SR, approved homoeopathy. This statement has not been revoked up to the present day, which is a big scandal and shame. Pharmacists, who were till that time hesitative, opened the door to it and thus within a few weeks, because of such attitude of the Church, all pharmacies took up homoeopathy – this big fraud and form of magic!

Fr. Elijah promoted prayer and purity of faith at charismatic conferences in SR as well as on a new pilgrimage place in Litmanová. In 1996, as a preparation for the jubilee 2000, he called for an establishment of prayer-groups of constant prayer. Many of them are praying in SR till this time. 

In 1996-1997 Fr. Methodius R. Špiřík, Fr. Cyril J. Špiřík and Fr. Francis L. Juchelka were ordained priests. Soon after, we applied to the Generalate for an establishment of a contemplative branch in the OSBM order. We were four priests and five students of theology from the University of Prešov. An approval by the Generalate came (1997). Fr. Elijah was appointed a superior of the community which was named “Comunita vitae monasticae”. The fruit of prayer was again an essay on a topical issue with a title “Spiritual Cesspit”. All the summer we were carrying out recollection. Thanks to God and His grace the participants were experiencing deep personal conversions. What toll will it take? We know by experience that the kingdom of God is not gained for free. Soon several religious from the Slovak OSBM province stood rough up against us and began to assault both on a bishop and the Generalate likewise by intrigues. That spirit which did not want to permit anything in the OSBM order that could bring life, was in essence following one aim – death of spiritual life in the Order. As a consequence of these big pressures of jealousness, at the end of 1998 the community was abolished. Upon the decision of the province Fr. Elijah was given to isolation, which he used mostly for prayer. We also were separated and given to different places. Yet, since the OSBM authorities to a certain extent were conscious of their guilt, they tried to solve this situation by establishing in 2000 a Czech delegature (CR), where finally Fr. Cyril, Fr. Methodius and also Fr. Markian Hitiuk from Ukraine (with whom they had studied in Warsaw) were assigned. The three fathers served in the parish of the Cathedral church of St. Climent in Prague. Fr. Francis became a superior of the monastery in Sázava connected with the tradition of St. Cyril and Methodius. For nearly a quarter of a century, a renewer of this tradition, a great saint, wonder-worker and exorcist St. Prokop († 1053) lived at this place. There was a novitiate founded here, which was entered by several students who had been in contact with us already beforehand. A short development came. We bought an old barn and rebuilt it into a monastery. The centre was the place of prayer – a chapel – which was under the ground, something like a cave. In the course of the year 2002 the building was completed and transferred. There were many obstacles, some of them insuperable, for the building was located on a territory where any encroachment was strictly watched by archaeologists and by the National Trust. Also during the construction we experienced a number of real miracles and interventions of God. 

All of us have been praying already for several years the ‘prayer-guards’ of a constant prayer 10 days in month. Their fruit on this place was a renewal of the crypt of St. Prokop and a creation of special Stations of the Cross in the famous so-called Prokop’s furrow. Sázava has witnessed a number of miraculous recoveries, and it was also here that the book St. Prokop – the Wonderworker was compiled. 

In 2003, Bishop J. Ľavinec retired on a pension and was replaced by the former head of the Focolare movement in CSSR L. Hučko who was pushed through to this function by the Focolare leadership. The affair was very insensitive towards the Greek-Catholic Church and mainly towards the prevailing majority of believers who were of Ukrainian nationality. In CR there are about 5 000 believers of Eastern rite who are not Ukrainians. After the fall of Communism about 200 000 Ukrainians of Eastern rite came to CR. These expected that they would have their own UGCC (Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church) just like in other countries. In this way it is recommended by the Eastern Church law. When they asked us if according to the CCEO they have a right to apply for their UGCC we told them truly that they do. And this was our biggest crime. By those whom it did not suit to their programme this was called an incitement, organizing a rebellion against the Church hierarchy etc. In May 2003 the Ukrainian believers were gathering in front of the building of the Vatican embassy in Prague where they used to have a short silent demonstration which consisted in holding a slogan: “We want UGCC and Ukrainian bishop”, and they prayed there for about half an hour. This lasted several days. On the day of episcopal ordination of L. Hučko, who was enforced upon them by Latin Focolarines, they were silently standing in the Cathedral holding the banners by means of which they were claiming their right. Later on this bishop named them a “dark mass”, threatening to send the police to expel them from the Czech Republic. This foco-bishop, a pattern of “love” about which this movement is speaking on and on, immediately after his inauguration turned to state authorities and abolished our delegature registered at the Department of Culture; besides, a small house for students in Prague, and the monastery in Sázava which we built up with our own hands, he transmitted to himself. Why did he liquidate us? Because we preached the living Christ. He was not interested in God’s kingdom, salvation of souls, or some good of the Church, the less so in the Ukrainians. The main interest of the Focolarines was to push their man through to the Eastern Church and even here to come to power (to occupy the Church structures). The Focolarines together with their bishop would remove us of the way sooner or later. At that time it suited them to put out a mendacious campaign about us, that we had stood up against the Pope, against the Holy Church etc. The ordinary Focolare members spread these fames with credibility throughout the Church circles all around CR and SR in the way they were told it by their leadership. This was our first encounter with this mafia inside the Catholic Church, which with someone consciously but with the majority unconsciously, though effectively, enforces within the Church a spirituality of false unity and false love, which, in fact, is a spirituality of the New Age. Many people are surprised at the confidential connections of the Focolare movement with power authorities – as in the Communist era so even nowadays. Bishop L. Hučko was on the list of the STB collaborators. According to the Czech law any higher official must not serve an office without having been lustrated. Bishop L. Hučko avoided it and it was tolerated. In 2005, Slovak archives publicized the lists of STB collaborators. By that time L. Hučko had already had no entry there. This is worth consideration. For only few exceptional individuals could manage to cover up their tracks! 

Since 2003, when upon the “recommendation” of the Focolare movement the OSBM authorities in Rome sent us to Ukraine, we were carrying out a blessed mission. So as to this, we can only be grateful to this movement. During the mission many people experienced conversion. The eyes of many were opened, there were prayer groups created starting even their own journal. After one year that same spirit of death attacked this work of God. The new General Superior, who pronounced that he had been saved from death by a magic healer, became our liquidator. A few days after his election he abolished (without any reason) the Czech delegature by the decree from 11th July 2004, and at the same time he took dispositions to liquidate us and our mission in Ukraine alike. All priests (5) and students with temporary vows as well as postulants (18) were without any guilt stated excluded from OSBM. We, priests with perpetual vows (4 ThDr., 2 ThLic.), were after a short and illegal monstrous process also excluded without any real argument. We appealed to the Apostolic Signature in Rome. The General Superior, with an aim of co-operation in our liquidation, visited in person Bishop L. Hučko. Besides, he commissioned his Vicar and the Provincial Superior in Ukraine to liquidate us by means of intrigues and state power. Following this aim they abused Cardinal L. Huzar who on the press conference on 2nd June 2005 confessed: “I was visited by the General Superior (Vicar) and by the Provincial Superior of OSBM and they dictated me letters… it is now a matter of the state what they are going to do…” The list included names of 23 people “dangerous” for the Church. How mean – if we have broken the Church law we should be punished by the Church, and if we have broken the law of the state then by a proper civil trial! However, the chief priests have always sought unity with Pilate when the point was a liquidation of the living Christ. We thought that Lord would grant us a time of peace, that we would be able to carry out our mission peacefully. But where the living Christ is preached, where people are being liberated from the bondage of darkness and sin through a return to the kingdom of God, there the devil begins to attack. 

We are thankful to God that here in Ukraine He gave us four prophetic words for the Church. Every young person but also every Christian today needs to have a clear orientation, ortherwise he will either have the spirituality of the New Age or he will leave the Catholic Church. 

We are thankful to the Lord that we can suffer for Christ. There were others who suffered a lot more. In 2Cor 11:22-32 St. Paul enumerates all that he suffered for the name of Jesus Christ. St. Cyril and Methodius had to appeal to Rome because of intrigues of the Church hypocrites and pharisees. Those intrigues resulted in 200 disciples being sold to slavery to Venice. Thousands of martyrs for Christ were cruelly tortured. Religious pharisees excluded St. Alphons from his own order. St. John of the Cross was titled as a rebel against the Church and its enemy, and every Friday he was scourged… If certain charismatic circles with the spirit of the world are preaching a gospel of prosperity, then they do not know the elementary spiritual principles of the Gospel, namely: 1) to deny myself 2) take up my cross 3) and follow Christ (Mt 16:24). Where to? To the court and to death. Only then resurrection and true glory comes. 

We are aware that after the publication of this book the enemies of Christ will strive again to make the head of John the Baptist fall. Even if it happened so, it is worth for Christ and for the salvation of souls. 

Appendix: Topical letters

Declaration of anathema on John XXIII and Paul VI

Declaration of Vatican Council II as heretical and invalid

At the funeral of Pope John XXIII a certain bishop said: “Now the Church has two Antipopes named John XXIII.” This “canonized” archheretic John XXIII set a heretical line of the Council under the motto “aggiornamento” or adaptation to the world. But this is a betrayal of the Gospel of Christ and expulsion of the Holy Spirit from the Church! Today, after 50 years, we reap the disastrous fruits of this aggiornamento. The Council failed to address the current problem of eradicating the heresies of Modernism which had been condemned in the Dogmatic Bull of Pope St Pius X. On the contrary, the Pope of aggiornamento John XXIII at the pseudo Council gave full power to heretical theologians – false prophets. In his encyclical Pacem in Terris, under the rhetoric of human rights, he de facto opened the door to degenerate and criminal gender ideology. Today it is promoted by the UN likewise with phrases about human rights.
After his death, Paul VI continued in the same heretical spirit. He approved the heretical conciliar documents “On Freedom of Conscience” and “Nostra Aetate”. Both Popes bear full responsibility for beginning the process of internal suicide of the Church. This crime was officially confirmed by the approval of the documents of the Council. Pseudo Pope Francis, promoting Islamization and kissing the feet of transsexuals, visibly completes this process.

Both Popes of the Council are under God’s anathema according to Gal 1:8-9. This anathema is also placed on them in accordance with the Dogmatic Bull of Paul IV “Cum Ex Apostolatus Officio”. The Bull provides that a Pope who is guilty of heresy is excluded from the Church and all the documents approved by him are invalid! The Second Vatican Council and its documents are invalid under this Bull! The Council is also invalid because of heresies contained therein and because of the poisoned fruit it has borne.
Pope Honorius I and four Eastern Patriarchs were posthumously excommunicated from the Church by the Sixth General Council held at Constantinople by reason of the proclamation of heresies. This punishment is also enshrined in Rule 15 of the Seventh (the First-and-Second) Council of Constantinople.

Heresies which are obstinately preached are a flagrant sin against the Holy Spirit. The fruit of the Second Vatican Council is: The end of orthodox doctrine and of moral laws given by God! It puts an end to orthodox mission because according to the Council pagans no longer need to turn to Christ. Mission has been replaced by interreligious dialogue which has opened the door for the antimission of Buddhism, Hinduism and Islam to penetrate into the heart of the Church. This new, heretical teaching and this new spirit of pan-heresy is uncompromisingly enforced at all theological faculties. All bishops, priests and religious must receive it in virtue of false obedience. It is, in fact, mass apostasy, a betrayal of the Gospel of Christ and the expulsion of the Spirit of Truth! It is a spit in the face of the Crucified Saviour! It is a mockery of the millions of martyrs who shed their blood for the sake of Christ and His Gospel! This is the fruit of Vatican II and its spiritual fathers, archheretics, Popes John XXIII and Paul VI. The solution to this crisis is no dialogue! Eve had a dialogue with the devil in Paradise. The solution is only and only true repentance. The first step to it is declaration of anathema on the heretical Popes and declaration of the pseudo Council as invalid.

By authority of the apostolic and prophetic office, in the name of the Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, the Byzantine Catholic Patriarchate hereby declares an anathema on the heretical Popes John XXIII and Paul VI. The Holy Spirit established in the Word of God: “If anyone preaches any other gospel, let him be accursed!” (Gal 1:8-9). These two heretical Popes are posthumously excommunicated from the Catholic Church.

Furthermore, by authority of the apostolic and prophetic office, in the name of the Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, the Byzantine Catholic Patriarchate declares the Second Vatican Council enforced by heretical and apostate Popes as heretical and therefore invalid.
+ Elijah

Patriarch of the Byzantine 
Catholic Patriarchate

+ Methodius OSBMr 
+ Timothy OSBMr

Secretary Bishops

1 May 2016

See video http://vkpatriarhat.org.ua/en/?p=12599 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SbgSI9Zq1p4 

Copies to: Leaders of the Catholic and Orthodox Churches; Political leaders of America, Europe, Asia, Africa, Australia; Mass media

To Bishops of the Catholic Church

Is the Exhortation Amoris Laetitia heretical?

The 260-page Apostolic Exhortation of Francis caused a stir. Liberals eulogize it. Card. Kasper said it marks the start of the greatest revolution in the Catholic Church in 1500 years. In contrast, especially family organizations have labelled the document as a heretical one which promotes the destruction of Christian morality and family! The blame for the disastrous situation in the Church today falls on:
1) Pope Francis Bergoglio

2) the poisoned roots of Vatican II
Ad 1) The heretical Exhortation Amoris Laetitia aims to undermine Catholic doctrine in regard to the indissolubility of sacramental marriage, contraception, methods of artificial insemination, homosexual immorality, “gender schizophrenia”.

Amoris Laetitia throughout chapter eight (paragraphs 291-312) presents a kind of confused interpretation of Catholic doctrine, so the awareness of the nature and effects of mortal sin completely disappears. Instead of clear statements Francis uses ideological language and presents selective and misleading quotes from previous church documents.

In paragraphs 280-286 under the title “The need for sex education”, Francis supports the trend that is against moral principles and against God’s laws! He does not take sides with parents but rather with the organizations that promote gender ideology and impose perverse practices on children from 4 years of age.

Francis argues that so-called “same-sex unions” can offer “a certain stability” and may have some similarity to or connection with marriage: “We need to acknowledge the great variety of family situations that can offer a certain stability, but de facto or same-sex unions, for example, may not simply be equated with marriage.” (paragraph 52) Thus Francis as a false shepherd takes a position opposed to the Scripture which calls homosexuality an abomination, and he conceals the fact that God punishes homosexual perversion with total destruction (cf. Jud 7; 2Pe 2:6). Francis, in fact, approves same-sex pseudo marriage, and just adds evasively that it cannot be equated with natural marriage.
Francis supports the central aspect of “gender ideology” when he says that “it needs to be emphasized that biological sex and the socio-cultural role of sex (gender) can be distinguished but not separated” (paragraph 56). And so promoting gender ideology, he kisses the feet of transsexuals.

Although he condemns gender ideology in another place, in essence he promotes the basic false principle. The result is that Francis de facto legalizes perverse, even demonic gender ideology which asserts that man is no longer male or female but a kind of neuter.

Francis implants NWO terms in Catholic terminology and thus de facto normalizes this whole demonic system within the Church. He uses a destructive term to promote sin and heresy, and immediately afterwards, to paralyze the opponents, he disproves it. It is as if he offered poison and then said that we must not drink it. The result is death.

The Exhortation is aimed to remove God’s laws and to replace them with relativism, subjectivism and elements of decadent counterculture. This autogenocide of Christianity is hypocritically disguised with “mercy” and “love”. Bergoglio has received the spirit of antichrist! He destroys the moral pillars not by formulating changes in doctrine but rather by introducing the principle of its subjective “merciful” application. He thus commits blasphemy and a sin against the Holy Spirit. According to Scripture and doctrinal documents, Bergoglio, being a heretic, is not a valid Pope. All of his actions and enactments are without force and not binding (see Bull ‘Cum Ex Apostolatus Officio’).
Ad 2) The blame for the catastrophic state of the Church falls on the poisoned roots of Vatican II

It would not be possible to issue such exhortation without preparing the ground for it! The ground was prepared by the aggiornamento of John XXIII at Vatican II. In consequence, theological faculties today deny all the central dogmas of the Catholic faith (Divinity of Christ, His redemptive death on the cross, His historical and real Resurrection, the uniqueness of salvation in Christ, even the very inspiration of the Holy Scripture). The proclamation of the fundamental truths of Christianity has been replaced by inter-religious dialogue. Pagan cults associated with the worship of demons are regarded as alternative ways to salvation. The Christian mission is being destroyed. Furthermore, Catholics facing an invasion of antimission cannot defend themselves because of the proclamation of reverence for pagan cults. Thanks to the Vatican II declaration Nostra Aetate which opened the door to it, there is now mass antimission of Hinduism, Buddhism and Islam on the Christian territories. It is on these false foundations that aggiornamento continues to destroy moral values. The Lisbon Treaty has established an anti-Decalogue with the priority of homosexualism, USA have elevated promotion of homosexuality as a foreign policy priority. Francis supports this trend by his gestures and words. But he is not alone; he is backed by an army of heretical theologians (false prophets). The College of Bishops de facto betrayed the essence of its mission. Francis is only the tip of the iceberg. The breeding ground is so-called historical-critical theology with the spirit of New Age. These heresies and spirit have already become official doctrine, although they diametrically contradict the Holy Scriptures and the whole Tradition of the Church. This has given rise to a new (heretical) Sentire cum Ecclesia. So to fight for moral values is a losing battle today. That is why Francis could fearlessly issue his exhortation. In fact, Francis and heretical theologians have completed the programme of the Second Vatican Council laid down in Pope John XXIII’s slogan aggiornamento. Heretical and liberal theologians had the final word at the Council, thus preparing the ground for elimination of orthodoxy and moral values.

What does God want us to do today? To repent!

Both the hierarchy and the believers must repent. Every believer should devote one hour daily to prayer, preferably from 8 to 9 p.m.
Repentance for the hierarchy: They must admit the truth that the Second Vatican Council despite many positive statements opened the door to heresies of syncretism in the decree Nostra Aetate. The Second Vatican Council paved the way for a change of faith and morals, for the adoption of the spirit of the world and the expulsion of the Holy Spirit from the Church. Therefore:

1) this Council was heretical and is invalid 
(see http://vkpatriarhat.org.ua/en/?p=12599)

2) John XXIII is under God’s anathema, i.e. posthumous excommunication from the Church, for his aggiornamento and the transfer of power to heretics at the Council. God’s anathema also falls on Paul VI who approved the heretical documents of the Council. (https://youtu.be/SbgSI9Zq1p4)

Without the declaration of anathemas a true restoration of the Church could not start. It is not possible to build the Church or to battle against the gates of hell – which task was entrusted to the Apostle Peter – on the foundation of heresies.

The tree is known by the fruit of the Council. We now reap the fruit of heresies, the spirit of the world, syncretism and above all the aggiornamento – adaptation to this world. The Second Vatican Council was really a historic breakthrough. Its latest fruit today is Francis’ heretical exhortation.

+ Elijah

Patriarch of the Byzantine Catholic Patriarchate

+ Methodius OSBMr 

+ Timothy OSBMr

Secretary Bishops

8 May 2016
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Bishops of the Orthodox Church

Political leaders of Catholic states

Mass media

************************************
To priests and members of the Focolare movement

Will there be a reform within the Focolare movement?

1) Positive aspects of the Focolare movement:

When the war drew to a close, Chiara Lubich, the founder, and her friends went through a deep spiritual experience that could be an encouragement in faith to many.

Today, the greatest positive aspect is that the Focolare priests meet regularly. When Archbp. J. Graubner was an assistant priest in Valašské Klobouky, some people came to visit him but unfortunately he was not home. The notice board displayed a busy timetable of religion classes, but Tuesday was free. He set it apart for meeting with the Focolare priests. This is praiseworthy. The other Focolare priests likewise set apart this time for this purpose. Other priests in the diocese failed to do so. They were individualists, although many of them were very zealous in repairing churches, in catechesis or pastoral care. But they did not care much about spiritual fellowship with brethren; they thought of it as wasted time. Regular meetings of Focolare members were really something revolutionary within the individualistic structure. When other priests wanted to meet together for fellowship in prayer, God’s Word and mutual encouragement, it always failed after several attempts.

True criticism of the Focolare movement, which we present here, is a manifestation of pure love and a desire for them to strive for true unity with Christ crucified and to walk in the Spirit of truth. May they become the light and an example in this time of severe testing which the Church undergoes today not only in the Czech Republic.

2) Negative aspects of the Focolare movement:

The Czech Bishops’ Conference (CBK) under the leadership of the Focolare movement is to blame for the following crimes:

The pro-Focolare CBK was silent on the legalization of registered partnership of homosexuals.

Both the Focolare and the CBK are silent on the perverse gender ideology!

Both the CBK and the Focolare are silent on the law on social and legal protection of children – de facto a system of stealing children from their parents.

Both the CBK and the Focolare are silent on gay pride parades in Prague.

Both the CBK and the Focolare are silent on the Lisbon Treaty, which is an anti-Decalogue.

Both the CBK and the Focolare are silent on the legalization of narcotics.

Both the CBK and the Focolare are silent on antidiscrimination laws which establish a homodictatorship.

Both the CBK and the Focolare are not only silent on the spread of Freemasonry and its various forms but also promote it in a discreet manner.

Both the CBK and the Focolare are silent on the legalization of prostitution.

Both the CBK and the Focolare are silent on the legalization of the adoption of children by homosexuals.

Both the CBK and the Focolare are silent on the repeated Havel’s Forum 2000 with T. Halík and the Dalai Lama, advancing the New Age and the NWO.

This silence is the fruit of the fact that the CBK did not respond to an appeal and was silent on the heresy of Archbishop Zollitsch who denied the redemptive death of Christ on the cross.

Interestingly enough, the CBK and the Focolare are not silent when it comes to promoting Islamization in the Czech Republic. They even received 200 million Czech crowns from the state to let Islamists in the Czech Republic under the guise of Charity. They turned out to be “sluníčkáři” (pro-refugee activists) in the Church due to their protection and promotion of crime.

The Focolare CBK leadership demanded and obtained restitution. However, they failed to demand that the long-time head of the Focolare movement, the current Bishop Hučko, should return the property he had stolen from Dr. Šutková, a widow.

The Focolare wants to hypnotize the faithful: Hypnotist M.K. received the doctorate of theology in Košice for occult hypnosis which he introduced as a novelty in pastoral practice. The responsibility falls on the rector Doc. A. Konečný, a Focolare member. Hypnosis is prohibited in the Orthodox Church to this day as an element associated with the occult and torturing the human mind. Bishop L. Hučko (Focolare) founded a social and legal advice bureau under the aegis of which the hypnotist M.K. can practise “beneficial” hypnosis on the believers. 

Pseudo art and the Focolare: There was an “art” exhibition in Prague which presented a naked woman on a cross and similar works of “art”. The believers asked the leadership of the CBK to protest against insulting the Christian faith. The CBK spokesman, who interpreted the attitude of the Foco-Cardinal M. Vlk, said that “these are valuable works of art and if anyone takes offence, he does not have the Catholic faith”. This Cardinal uttered a heresy on television (2016), saying that the Allah of Islam is our God, i.e. the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Does the Cardinal still have the Catholic faith?

What about the Focolare Archbishop J. Graubner? He allowed the liberal spirit to destroy the seminarians. Graduates of the Catholic school under Charity openly profess Buddhism rather than Christianity. This is thanks to the professors of the Faculty of Theology. Graubner also allowed re-education of religious at the theological faculty in Olomouc in the spirit of liberalism and New Age. This culminated with Zen Buddhist spiritual exercises at Hostýn! A woman was appointed the Dean of the Theological Faculty. This progress of false feminism also affected the Bishops’ Conference – the CBK spokesman was a woman, a member of the Focolare movement. It is as if doctors appointed an outspoken hairdresser as their spokesman, or a hockey team chose a kindergarten teacher as their coach.

After the fall of Communism in the Czech Republic, Card. M. Vlk and Archbishop J. Graubner, both being members of the Focolare movement, were chairmen of the CBK. There were seven members of this movement in the College of Bishops. Thus, the Church power was (and still is) fully in the hands of the Focolare movement. How great an opportunity! Over a period of 26 years they could foster a true spiritual awakening. They could provide priestly formation in seminaries in depth. They could then apply the effective evangelistic models implemented by the movement which has the strongest base of active lay people in the Czech Republic. They could present a model of true Christianity after the example of the early Christians. Unfortunately, we must conclude that there was no spiritual revolution; on the contrary, the Focolare leadership bears full responsibility for the mass apostasy from 5 to 4 million Catholics in the Czech Republic in just 10 years.

The question of (de)formation of seminarians: Card. Vlk and Archbishop Graubner have never come forward against real spiritual cancer which is atheistic philosophy contained in the historical-critical method (theology). They have never spoken against the promotion of syncretism with paganism, quite the contrary, following the example of Chiara, they advocated it. They have never spoken against the promotion of homosexuality or against the ordination of women or against the spirit of the New Age. These destructive theories advanced by professors and seminarians were tolerated. Being ordinaries of the Focolare movement, they have never condemned these cancerous foci and therefore they have responsibility for the advanced stage of this deadly disease, both in the seminaries and among the faithful.

This spiritual blindness is the official position of the whole Focolare movement.

a) Syncretism of the Focolare

The worship of God coupled with the worship of demons in animals is syncretism.

“14 June. In the lobby of the Centro Mariapoli there is an unusual notice: Bhakti – the way of love. Unity with God and universal brotherhood of Hinduism and Christianity.” (New City 10/2002)

Bhakti is not the way of love but a false way of self-divinization and idolatry. Christianity cannot be in universal brotherhood with Hinduism. Why? Because Christians worship one God and Hindus worship demons – gods with a small ‘g’ (cf. 2Co 6:14f). The First Commandment clearly forbids this syncretism: “I am the Lord your God! ... You shall have no other gods...” (Deu 5:6-7; 14-15)

Chiara, the founder of the Focolare movement, received several honorary doctorates from Hindus and Buddhists and, moreover, her so-called Prem Yoga is a testimony to the spirit of unity of the Focolare with Hinduism and Buddhism. This is apostasy from the saving faith. It is a sin against the Holy Spirit – rejection of the Spirit of truth and adoption of the spirit of lies and death! This is a public betrayal of Jesus Christ. Archbishop Graubner’s statement in the struggle for restitution in fact fully applies to Chiara and the Focolare: “A change of attitude would have to mean an admission of guilt, repentance and rectification. But this is a too demanding requirement for people rejecting (one) God and spiritual values in general!” The Focolare movement with the spirit of New Age is preparing autogenocide of Christianity not only in the Czech Republic! Therefore, this movement must repent of apostasy! Considering its unity with the heresies of syncretism and neo-Modernism, “an admission of guilt, repentance, and rectification” is a too demanding requirement for the Focolare movement. “Nothing is impossible with God.” (Lk 1:37) Is there at least one humble person in the movement to say his “yes” to God with all his life together with Mary?

b) Prem Yoga

Chiara L. introduced so-called Prem Yoga (foco yoga), which is the fruit of spiritual syncretism of the Focolare movement. She said that while meditating with Hindus, she experienced spiritual vibrations. God in Hinduism is not a person; demons they worship manifest themselves in a kind of vibration. If this vibrant spirit, which Chiara Lubich received, has penetrated into the whole Focolare movement, which she founded and led, then it is necessary to repent publicly thereof! (For more details see “Four Words from Ukraine”) The tragedy is that Vatican II’s Nostra Aetate (1965) and John Paul II in Assisi (1986) opened the door to this heretical syncretism. This led to the declaration of anathema on Vatican II and posthumously on John Paul II. Without it, a true restoration of the Church would not be possible.
c) Sect
Many of those who left the Focolare give shocking testimonies. Focolare ex-members studied the analysis by PhDr. G. A. Galanti who investigated into the Moon sect – so-called Unification Church – and came to the conclusion that more than 10 different “brainwashing” techniques are used not only by the Moon sect but also by the Focolare movement. These techniques have been described in the book by Robert J. Lifton “A Study of ‘Brainwashing’”.

d) New Age
The founder of the Focolare movement, Chiara Lubich, received the Trentino Alto Adige/Südtirol 2001 Rotary award. The Rotary Club is closely related with Freemasons. Rotary representative Mr Mattarollo says: “We have similar goals ... we also want unity.” (New City 9/2001) For what kind of unity did Chiara receive the award? For such unity which a physician would create with a funeral parlour, providing a sufficient number of the dead.

e) The heretical Focolare government in the Czech Republic
In 2002, the Focolare Cardinal M. Vlk de facto dissolved the Catholic Theological Faculty in Prague. He dismissed the orthodox Catholic teachers: Prof. ThDr. V. Wolf, Prof. ThDr. J. Polc and others. Today, the faculty officially proclaims heresies and promotes immorality. In 2005, a certain student twice failed the final state examination in dogmatic and moral theology because he said that on the basis of Holy Scripture homosexuality is a sin.

“Prophetic” statement by Ch. Lubich: “Do you not think that the unity of the world in which we firmly believe is now even closer? ... Therefore, all together we make a new step towards this goal.”
The NWO and the New Age have the same goal. The Lord Jesus prayed for unity of those who are not of the world and the world hates them therefor (cf. Jn 17:14).

Today the Focolare movement has more than 300 bishops and more than 10 cardinals. Are these shepherds, who are in unity with the apostasy of their founder, blind? They all have one thing in common: they refuse true repentance, without which no one will be saved (Lk 13:3). Sincere Focolare members form the basis for a spiritual elite which, however, is not in unity with the Holy Spirit but with the spirit of the New Age. It is similar to the Freemasons. The ordinary members are convinced that they serve the good and humanity. How the secret ruling elite 33 works towards the genocide of humanity, they know not. Both the Masonic and the Focolare elites have their degree of secrecy so that they can effectively manipulate their subordinates.

Currently, we see the fruits of Vatican II aggiornamento on pseudo Pope Francis Bergoglio. Does the Focolare movement agree with his “pro-gay” policy? Or do they still repeat the same mantra: “Do not insult our Holy Father!”? The fact is that Bergoglio is excommunicated from the Catholic Church for his heresies. He holds the office illegitimately. In the US these days the Jesuits – Bergoglio SJ is a member of the Jesuit Order – had the courage to organize a conference entitled: “Is this Pope Catholic?” However, the Focolare is in unity with him – always the same song about “love” and now about “mercy” too. They have not yet followed his example of kissing the feet of transsexuals but they vehemently promote Islamization. The Foco Bishop Radkovský is to blame too because he promoted Holub, an open Islamophile and heretic, as his successor (2016). The aim is to create the conditions for Shariah in the Pilsen diocese, and thus in the whole Czech Republic.

3) Conclusion:

Dear Members of the Focolare movement, we are aware that there are among you many sincere Christians who wish to serve God and the Church and need a community. We must admit that mere formal Christianity and a mere official community in the churches fail to create the necessary conditions for spiritual life. The Focolare movement offered you an irreplaceable element of community and you saw it as an opportunity to develop your Christian life. We hereby address primarily sincere priests in this movement who are looking with pain at what direction the Focolare leadership has taken and are forced under obedience to accept this path. Therefore we hereby encourage them: Do not be afraid! You who are sincerely seeking, carry out an internal reform and return to the sound roots and to the true Spirit of the apostles and martyrs! If you should be excommunicated, start an orthodox branch that will rightly be called “The Work of Mary”. The Holy Mother of God is Queen of prophets. Saint John, who stood beside her by the cross, was not only an apostle but also a prophet, fully open to the Spirit of truth, the Spirit of God. Do not be afraid to start! May this year’s Pentecost (15 May 2016) be a spiritual breakthrough in the Focolare movement in the Czech Republic and may this breakthrough become a model of a true reform in the whole Church!
Praying for this intention,

+ Elijah

Patriarch of the Byzantine Catholic Patriarchate

+ Methodius OSBMr 

+ Timothy OSBMr

Secretary Bishops

http://vkpatriarhat.org.ua/en/?page_id=9564 

9 May 2016
Basic information about the Byzantine Patriarchate

Byzantine Patriarchate is universal, or Catholic. It was declared by Synod of seven bishops of the Ukrainian orthodox Greek Catholic Church (UOGCC) on 5 April 2011 in Zhovkva, Lvov region. In 2009, this Synod separated from Cardinal Husar and the Greek Catholic Church headed by him by reason of his heresies.

On 5 April 2011, due to the necessity to preserve orthodox Christian teaching and to fight against heresies and syncretism, the Patriarchate was established whose task is to protect Christian moral values, i.e. God’s laws. The Patriarchate has a personal rather than territorial character. This means that it does not assume territorial power but rather unites believers who desire to preserve true Christian teaching. It was established at the time of mass apostasy from orthodox Christianity. Heretical hierarchs along with false prophets – liberal theologians – change the teachings of Christ and expelled the Spirit of Christ from the Church through heresies of neomodernism and syncretism with neopaganism. The consequence is that formerly Christian states promote antihuman gender laws which approve and privilege homosexuality, transsexuality, paedophilia, zoophilia, and morally destroy the individual, family and society. The individual “Christian” states are thus drawn into the process of moral, spiritual and physical autogenocide. The tragedy is that the Vatican and the Church hierarchy subordinated to it are hypocritically silent and de facto approve this path of temporal and eternal self-destruction. The Vatican pursues activities towards so-called aggiornamento, i.e. conformity to the modern world.

The Byzantine Patriarchate acts in apostolic and prophetic authority in accordance with the biblical teachings about the Church. In the authority of the Triune God – in accordance with Gal 1:8-9: “If anyone preaches any other gospel to you, even if it was an angel from heaven, let him be accursed, anathema sit” – it declared anathemas on the highest representatives of the Church: Pope John Paul II, Pope Benedict XVI and some Eastern patriarchs for their betrayal of Christ and the Gospel. 

Previously, this ministry was partially performed by the Synod of orthodox Catholic bishops of the UOGCC.

Personal data

Patriarch Elijah OSBMr, born 1946, Czech Republic, ordained 1972. He joined the Order of St. Basil the Great in 1991. He took his doctor’s degree in theology at Charles University in Prague. He made public his secret episcopal consecration on 3 March 2008.

Bishop Methodius OSBMr, Secretary of the Byzantine Patriarchate, born 1968, Czech Republic. He joined the Order of St. Basil the Great in 1991, was ordained priest in 1996. He took his doctor’s degree in theology at Charles University in Prague. He made public his secret episcopal consecration on 3 March 2008.

Bishop Timothy OSBMr, Secretary of the Byzantine Patriarchate, born 1973, Slovak Republic. He joined the Order of St. Basil the Great in 2008, was ordained priest in 2004, obtained a licentiate in canon law in Rome. Episcopal consecration: July 2008, Pidhirci. 

Note: OSBMr stands for Reformed Order of St. Basil the Great

Date, place and consecrators of Patriarch Elijah and Bishop Methodius are not published for the sake of protection against the intrigues of Card. Husar and his collaborators. 

Episcopal succession is linked to Archbishop A. Sheptytskyi, OSBM. At the time of dissolution of the Greek Catholic Church by the communist government, secret episcopal consecration was received by: Bishop S. Dmyterko OSBM (theological studies in the Czech Republic), I. Bilyk OSBM, P. Vasylyk, V. Sternyuk CSsR, J. Kavatsiv OSBM....
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						In the 60-ies, attendance in Catholic churches in USA was 75%. Nowadays it is about 28%.

						Attendance in Poland in 1989 was about 75%, only four years after the fall of Communism, the attendance dropped to 28%, and in Warsaw to 18%. A collapse that in USA lasted 30 years, lasted four years in Poland.

						Growth of Churches in Australia: 1976-1981: Catholics – 24%, Pentecost Churches -385%

						Ghana: 1976-1986: Catholics – 7%, Pentecost Churches – 100%

						New Zealand: 1971-1981: Catholics – 2%, Pentecost Churches – 150%. (see Appendix)
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